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Figures reveal a nation profligate in use of energy and ignoring the warnings on waste 

Britain is burning up its future 


' NICHOLAS -SCHOOM . : . 

Enwronriie^ . 

Awcnryingpi cture of Britain as 
a nationprofligate in its-oseof 
enefgy.and -having ignored the 
international w&nings. of the 
past 25 years is repeated in of-. 
fi^figuresjM*Iisbedtoday. 

..The averse Britsh home 
consumes as modi fuel each 
year as it did in l97p, iD spite 
of two oil-price shocks caused 
by Middle East wars and a suc- 
cession of goveriurient energy- 
effiaeucycampaigns. Thmsport 
of both people ancf freight con- 
sumes about twice a&nmch en- 
ergy as it did 25 yi^ ago, yet 
there has been no gain at all in 
energyefffcdertcy. 

^Tbefiguie^wiiichfcewe'b^n- 
: compiled after a call for action 
af the 1992 Earth Summit in Rk> 
de Janeiro, will alarm environ- ; 
mental groups. They show adis-' 


regard for finite natural re- 
sources,- and make clear that 
global warming, add rain and 
urban smog pollutants are IBre- 
■ly to continue as a global haz- 
ard well mto the next century. 
\ The revelations are made m 

along list of “stale of the envi- 

roaiment" indicators, to be un- 
■ -veiled .by John Giunmer, 
Secretary of State for the En- 
vironment; today. Statisticians 
in his department say that pub- 
lication of the .figures make 
- Britain a world leader in terms 
of openness about its environ- 
mental performance. 

Bat at least one-third of the 
'indices reveal that our envi- 
ronmental performance is get- 
fingworee. Britons travel almost 
twice the distance they did in 
1970, but in doing so they con- 
; same mare than twice as much 
fiieL This has happened because 
-peopfewaflc and cycle less, and 



have also switched from more 
energy-efficient public trans- 
port to private cars. 

Furthermore, cars have 
shown no improvement in miles 
per gallon for nearly a decade, 
with manufacturers choosing to 
concentrate on acceleration, 
high speeds, Immiy and safety 
features instead 


Lorries have become much 
larger, which should in theory 
mean freight transport wastes 
less energy. In fact there has 
been no improvement; this is 
thought to reflect the decline in 
rail freight and changes in re- 
tail and factory distribution. 
“I'm surprised at this finding,*' 
a spokesman for the Freight 


Transport Association declared. 

The average home uses as 
much electricity as it did in 1 970, 
showing that in spite of the 
growing range of electrical ap- 
pliances, they have become 
more efficient. But we also use 
as much fuel to beat our homes, 
despite two decades in which 
governments have promoted 


•cM ' 

and subsidised draught -proof- 
ing and better insulation. 

Anna Stanford, energy cam- 
paigner with Friends of the 
Earth, said: “No improvement 
over 25 years is pretty outra- 
geous. It’s extremely disap- 
pointing, because saving energy 
is not just about cutting fuel bills 
and reducing pollution but 


about boosting competitive- 
ness, jobs and the economy." 

The Government will point 
out that today’s home heating 
is mostly done by gas, whereas 
25 years ago cool dominated. 
Gas is a much less polluting than 
coal - but it will also run out 
long before coal does- Fur- 
thermore, while transport and 
households have shown no im- 
provement, the new indices 
show that industry does perform 
much better. 

Mr Gummer will be pre- 
senting the charts and graphs to 
the press today. Yesterday, he 
missed a chance to minimise his 
personal impact on the envi- 
ronment - having chosen to 
travel by Concorde to New 
York for a day trip and return 
to London subsonically. 

The supersonic aircraft uses 
far more fuel per passenger mile 
than any other, while also harm- 


ing the ozone layer. Mr Glim- 
mer, whose flight was paid for 
by taxpayers, was attending a 
meeting of “internationally em- 
inent persons” selected by UN 
General Secretary Boutros 
Boutros Ghali. The panel is 
planning a UN environment 
conference later this year. 

Andrew Warren, director of 
industry lobby group the Asso- 
ciation for the Conservation of 
Energy, said the Government 
had failed to regulate the in- 
creasingly privatised fuel mar- 
ket in a way which encouraged 
energy efficiency. 

An internal British Gas 
memo was leaked to him at the 
weekend. Rob Leonard, direc- 
tor of business development for 
one of the nation’s biggest en- 
ergy companies, wrote that he 
did not “want to take a high pro- 
file on the issue ... there is no 
bottom-line benefit.” 
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PATRICK COCKBURN ; * 

Jerusalem 

RMRICK COCKBURN . 

Palestinian soldieisand police . . . 

in Gaza andthe Waif Bank have' Fhfestinian leader, has brought 
reteivtrfbnjEisio shoot back if in sabre aimed forces than al- 
Israel tries to Jowed mider the Oslo agree- 

cas fromwhidritii^s' vra&Iraw? ' 'men tv Officially ‘described as 
under the Odd pqto.'tmctMtb, potice/they axe often eniai-. 
a senior Palcstlmanoffirial ii^^ enced combat troops. Israel 
said? \_v ; did riot object to their presence 

“Our wipes Wffl fight, of because itwanted to strength- 
course. They have already re- cilMt Arafat against Hamas, 

die Islamic militant movement 
By saying puWicfy that Pales- 
tinian troops have orders to 

■leadership is presumably trying 
to avert any attack. 

2SJfcdmon Peres, the Israeli 
prime Minister, has been trying 
to , prevent any military move 
into I^estiniaa-controU^ ar- 
eas because this would end the 
Oslo agreement But, if there 
are more suicide bombs, he,may 
.be unable tb resist pubCc de- 
. -mauds for the Israeli army to re- 
.toro There is no doubt that the 


• *':a 


ceived their orders.” said Mar- 
wan Baxghouti, the general 
secretary tif Fatah, the main 
POkstipaanpolitical movement, 
on tb&WestBank yesterday. It 
is tberfinatBnea senior Pales-; 
fmianiriuler has spelt out what 
wiBhappertif Israel fulfils ite 
threat to ; re-enter Palestinian 
towrfsahd cities in response to 
the snradebpmbmg campaign. 

■ Mr Bargfrbuti, a veteran 
. leader of Ifie.Palestinians inthe 
i’.st Batik, said the difference 
-h .teir Gaza when Israeli 
. wldjtit 1994 and today 
Jj^^sjuow held byl20,000 
l^gikinian pb^. He 


mi _ IfiaeU'amiycbuWifi^htitsway 

r i at ttarepst 

yand 
rapid- 
- the first 
,ew. thera- 
.oruary. West 
*y thefrT.2 miF 
ate. under un- 



precedented pressure because 
Israel has stopped all movement 
info or out of 465 villages and 
seven towns..' The curfew was 
lifterffor 12 hours yesterday for 
people to . buy food or get 
medical attention. " ■ 

. Gamis also under tight siege 
with Israeli naval yessels' turn- 
ing backPalestmian fishennen. 
In the markets, customers are 
given, a bunch of flowers free 
with every purchase because 
growers are prevented from 
exporting them. Mr Arafersays 
he. will personally bring back 
flour to Gaza before he goes to 
the international conference, to 
be attended by President BUI 
Clinton, John Major and at 
least 20 otherworid leaders, on 
the threat to the peace process. 

It opens to mo rro w in the Egypt- 
ian resort of Sharm el-Sbeikb. 

Mr Arafat has intensified 
his drive against the political and 
military wings of Hamas in the 
last week. Three leaders of 
-Xzzedine al-Qarfm, the military 
ann of Hamas, regarded by Is- 
rael and the US as the men be- 
hind the suicide bombs, have 
Wen arrested. However, five 
suicide bombers are reported to 
have already received explosives 
and to be awaiting orders to 
strike. At the weekend a state- 
ment said to have come from 
the : lxnnbers said they were 
calling 'off a proposed truce. 

Anti-terror summit, page 11 



A Palestinian and his Israeli guard in the West Bank village of Hussan yesterday after raids on homes of Hamas suspects 
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Paper softens line on EU veto 


,ed Whitepaper 
of the EU » ex- 
$£jnpk fresh Euip- 
sm today by 

7- - ,-ji & t’- 2 Ctoretaai tiwi British veto in ah * 

White Paper wffl re- 
slro^ opposi tw n 
of niagorhy vot- 
- an oncondi- 

to refuse to 
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surrender the veto in key areas 
like foreign and tax policy. The 
White Paper will further make 
it dear that it does not see the 
case for any extension of ma- 
jority voting and will oppose 
moves to secure tL 

Bot the careful wording of the 
White Paper -by what it does 
'sot sav rather than by what it 
(foes - wiE leave the Govern- 
ntent slender room for a last- 
dflth compromise at the Inter-' 
Gorernmental Conference by 
agreeing to Lhe extension of ma- . 


jority voting in peripheral 
polity areas such as research 
and development and - the 
environment. 

The issue is important to 
the IGC because Britain’s 
biggest partners, indudfog Ger- 
many, will press for more issues 
to be derided by majority vot- 
ing which at present require 
unanimity. Unanimous deri- 
sions mean dial each country 
has a veto to block a derision 
with which it disagrees. Major- 
' ity voting is known technically 


as Qualified Majority Voting be- 
cause votes are weighted ac- 
cording to the size of country. 

The latest potential irritant to 
Eurosceptics became dear yes- 
terday as Tbrv concerns over the 
threat posed by Sir James Gold- 
smith’s Referendum Party were 
exposed by the leak of a confi- 
dential Tbry party document es- 
timating that it could deprive the 
Conservatives of up to 25 seats 
and “make the difference be- 
tween the Conservative Party 
winning or losing the election”. 


The warning is contained in 
a Central Office summary of an 
earlier, also leaked, briefing pa- 
per prepared for the Tory MEPs 
which warns that “the greatest 
danger to the Conservative Par- 
ty will be in marginal seats 
which have been targeted by the 
RR Pro-European Conservative 
candidates in marginal con- 
stituencies could see their vote 
erode signifies ntiy." 

The leak, came as it was con- 
firmed that the Staffordshire 
South East by-election - which 


on present poll projections will 
reduce the government’s ma- 
jority from two to one - will now- 
take place on 1 1 ApriL There 
had been some speculation at 
Westminster that it might be de- 
layed until 2 May in order to en- 
sure that tax cuts were in pay 
packets - but that would have 
broken the convention that a by 
election should occur within 
three months of the death of the 
sitting MP, who in this case was 
Sir David Lighibown. 

News analysis, page 15 


IN BRIEF 


Hesettine humiliation 

Michael Headline faces a hu- 
miliating defeat over his plans 
for cutting employees’ rights in 
small businesses. Page 2 

Bouncing back 

London yesterday defied fears 
of a stock market collapse with 
the FT-SE100 index closing just 
35.S points down. Page 18 

River murder 

A woman walking her dogs 
was drowned by a sex attacker, 
who tied her hands behind her 
back and threw her alive into a 
river. Page 6 


Cocker sorts it 

Jarvis Cocker, lead singer of 
Pulp, has been cleared of as- 
saulting three children follow- 
ing his one-man riot against 
Michael Jackson at the Brit pop 
awards last month. Page 3 

Today’s weather 

Cold and cloudy with heavy rain 
and snow. Section Two, page 21 



tlf' 


as*. 


• 1 


‘ . BU STNESSJ 7-2 1 
;iettej?si4 


) WQVfENT 14,15 CROSSWORD 28 - GAZE TTE 16 LEADING ARTICLES J4 
' 12-12 OBTHJMiiK » SPORT 25-28 UNIT TRUSTS 21 


ARTS 8-11 CHESS 22 CROSSWORD 22 FASHION 12,13 HEALTH 4-7 
LISTINGS 2IL21 MEDIA 14-17 REVIEWS 11 TV & RADIO 2X24 WEATHER 21 




***' 










§ir 




a«U LaKV-cJe- XPi P? 5 D How ooiy £ 1,699 

(£ 2 , 025.70 rtvc l. VAT 4 Jcl.ifpj'v} 


iiim* 


• Award-winning notebook with 75 MHz Pentium® processor. • Longer-life Lithium 
Ion • batteries. •Price down by £200 to £1.699 (£2,025.70 incl. VAT & delivery). 

• Frorri acclaimed and well-proven Dell Latitude range. • AH Latitude prices down. 

• Call us now for heavyweight technology at lightweight prices. 


If II .III ...It ll l l i -M f— ■! '-(— '"I — Mrnnrnmvtmm- 

ni31H.ll-U-lH— *1 U. • — -r i — - r — * tiwl 

©• 


• DEauaifunsst P7so • wia* jsmh? pomuM 
PROCESSOR • 10.4' DUAL SCAN STN COLOUR 
DCP1AY • 8Mb MMUP«ADBtelFT040Mfr • 
RS-WVEABJ-E HARD DRIVE A ADVANCED INTQLU6B4T 

UnfflJM RMBAJTBtYPttX •MICRDSOFT^WIMDOWSW 



WO 4<J 


013 4 4 72 4 7 

Wwmi Son «nd 89m wnUoyf, lOnra *0 *»■ Satatdtiyi 


















rti ■*. .... 

»?•*: •■*•* «<v»n. 


the INDEPENDENT ■ TUESDAY C2 MAiaCH 1S96 •: 


news 


Oiling wheels of debate at the despatch box 


Q uestions in the House, as 
readers probably know, 
gel answered by whichever one 
of a team of ministers has the 
relevant portfolio. So. like those 
figures on Alpine barometers, 
a different minister will ap- 
pear at the despatch box for 
each query, rotating back on to 
the bench when finished with - 
a colleague popping up to re- 
place him or her. They give out 
statistics, get cross with critics 
and remind everyone of what 
life was like when the Opposi- 
tion was in power. 

Yesterday there were three of 
them in the little transport 
chalet - each one dealing with 

Parallel 

inquiry 

into 

Stafford 

crash 

CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Transport ministers wore yes- 
terday forced to announce an in- 
dependent inquiry into the 
Stafford train crash amid from 
the local Tory MP that an in- 
ternal inquiry by Railtrack was 
“wholly inappropriate". 

Bill Cash, MP for Stafford, 
described the accident as “hor- 
rendous" and insisted: “It 
should be a full and complete 
public inquiry, which deals with 
all aspects of this matter 'in- 
cluding Railtrack maintenance.” 
There was also disquiet in 
Parliament and in the railway 
industry that Railtrack had 
been so fast to discount any 
cause for the accident which 
might reflect badly on its own 
operations. On Saturday, less 
than 24 horns after the accident, 
Railtrack said that initial in- 
quiries found no evidence that 
a track defect or signalling bad 
caused the accident. 

Yesterday, Railtrack an- 
nounced that attention was fo- 
cussing on whether a broken 
axle had caused the freight train 
to derail before the mail train 
hit iL Railtrack said a derailment 
investigation team, part of 
British Rail Research. was "spe- 
cially focusing on the collapse of 
one of the axles on one of the 
four-wheel tank wagons". 

A senior industry source was 
surprised by Railtrack dis- 
counting possible causes, saying: 
“How could they know there 
wasn’t a broken rail under the 
wreckage? Even if there is a bro- 
ken axle, that did not necessarily 
cause the crash as it could have 
resulted from the impact." 

Railtrack has’ appointed 
James Ward, a former director 
of safety and quality at British < 
Rail, as an independent chair- 
man to lead the interna] inquiry. 

However, despite Railtrack's 
appointment of an outsider to 
head its own inquiry, the Rail- 
ways Minister John Whits an- 
nounced that the Health and 
Safety Executive had been 
asked to carry out “an inde- 
pendent investigation and pre- 
pare a special report" in 
addition to Railtrack’s report. I 
During transport questions in ’ 
the Commons. Clare Short, I 
Labour's transport spokes- 
woman. asked Mr Walts: ! 
“Don't you think it's disgrace- i 
fill that Railtrack should absolve ! 
themselves of responsibility for i 
this terrible accident at Stafford i 
before we have had the in- | 
quiry? Don't you agree that it s 
would be absolutely wrong u« a!- i 
low Railtrack to be floated be- I 
fore its safety standards have j 
been sorted out?" Railtrack is 1 
expected to be floated on the | 
stock exchange in May. I 

Mr Watts replied that Ms 
Short had presented a “false" 
picture and that safety on the 
railways was at an all time high. 
Mr Watts said it was ‘unwise to 
speculate as to the causes of this 
accident" when only preliminary 
information was available. J 



DAVID 

AARONO VITCH 


a different disaster area. When 
the oil off the Welsh coast was 
raised, out came Sir George 
Young, the Secretary of State tor 
Transport - a man so hostile to 
public transport that he cycles 
in London (where only com- 
muting by hang-glider carries a 


greater risk). The portly figure 
of John Watts squeezed out to 
deal with the Staffs tram crash. 
And reference to the mess that 
is London transport (for some 
reason there doesn't seem to be 
any transport outside London), 
would see Steve Norris swing 
into action. 

The first question to Mr Nor- 
ris was a puzzling one. Did he 
realise, asked the veteran Tory, 
Sir Sydney Chapman, that 
deregulation had “led to buses 
reaching parts of Chipping Bar- 
net undreamt of 10 years ago?” 
Which bits of Barnet. I won- 
dered. could he mean? Duck's 
Island, Underhill, or Menken 


Hadley? No - they were all 
there in 1986. So w ere there pre- 
viously unexplored and semi- 
barbaric crescents, lined with 
semi-detached, mock-Hidor 
houses and harbouring savage 
stockbrokers lost to civilisation 
- until courageous Shoppa dri- 
vers cut their way through? 
Presumably there were. 

Barnet is also the end of the 
Northern line. This, of course, 
is not a line that goes to the 
North. In fact, all too often, it 
doesn't go anywhere a! all. It is 
London's most rickety Under- 
ground route — the black one on 
the tube maps. My own local 
station. Kentish Town, its esca- 


lator permanently out of com- 
mission. can only be used by 
those capable of walking down 
103 steps. ' . 

Conservative John Marshall 
(Hendon rube station, Eag- 
ware branch), had good news 
for the likes of me. One of Par- 
liament’s most assiduous con- 
gratulated, he .praised the 
Government's investment in 
the Northern line; and excited- 
ly predicted a 1997 with hun- 
dreds of new trains queuing up 
to Lake those happy (« 
hausted) passengers who had 
made it as far as the platform. 

Which was all very well, 
grumped Glenda Jackson, MP 


for two stops down, except that 
sections of the line wreteing 
closed for months on eniHugh 
Dykes (two stops up) agreed 
with her. 

What ingratitude, snarled 
Norris. Didn’t members realise 
that the lines were out of com- 
mission precisely because of the 
huge investment going on? 
Massive delays, be implied, 
were a natural result of vast 
sums of money being poured 
into the system. Which is a re- 
lief. Most of us would far rather 
suffer as a result of lots of mon- 
ey, than from too little. 

The barometer swung, and 
Sir George efnerged, his task to 




drain all drama out of the Sea: 

Empress, leaving it unable to 
pollute his party's coastal waters. 
This he did by listing in a- fiat 
monotone the statistics forms-; 
rine damage caused bythe ofi. 
2^00 birds had died, bat fliis 
voice lifted infimtesimafly); 
3*000binte had not As to seals, 
he intoned, 50 had been heav- 
.fly oiled, /Wlmodra ratd^p^^ . 

numbers were swimmingaJkJht 
romptoefyu^ed. Atgr second' 
you thought' he-woukl teU tbs 
House that under .the last. 
Labour government, only 20 
seals got ofled- the rest simply 
couldn’t afford iL • 



to stay in 


Wreckage: Rescue workers at the 75-vehicle rush-hour northbound pile up on the MU/ All in Essex in thick fog yesterday morning. Emergency 


services blamed ‘rubber necking* when 20 southbound vehicles also crashed. One person died and 13 were Injured 


Photograph: Brian Harris I -stable. 


Sir Patrick Mayhew yesterday 
gave a dear signal to John Ma- 
jor that he does not wanttobe 
moved from 1 tire Northern Ire- 
land office in a . summer reshuf- 
fle, 'writes Colin Brown. 

It came as Sir Patrick pre- 
pared plans to introduce a Bill 
to give terrorists an amnesty if 
they- dispose of guns or bomb- 
making equipment. This, is 
aimed at intensifying the pres- 
sure on the IRA to resume its 
ceasefire. - - 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland mode it dear . 
that he believed it was life duty 
to remain in 'office to see the 
peace process through its most 
difficult period. 

The amnesty Bill will give a 
statutory guarantee to terrorists 
that they will not be arrested for 
carrying lethal weapons or 
bombs for disposal. 

The Irish government will in- 
troduce similar legislation to 
give terrorists equal rights to an 
amnesty in the Republic. 

Mfihisterihl sources said the 
terrorists were unlikely to give 
up guns, but have been anxious 
to surrender home-made' 
bombs, when they become un- 


TV show for bomb 
victim’s fcther 

Tire father of \V&rringtoa bomb 
victim TImFanyts id baveitis 
own TV dK:Catta'ftay K 4&. 
wilfcondnctn seriesofcurrenl 
affairs mtefyiews for Granada. 
PiesidentBSi Qintbnisamong 
those who nay be apjHoached 
tofake parf in the series. Inter- 

t ddv-RmAmy.: V* 

■i J&iPariyi impressed sia- 
tioh executives with hscHgnfy 
and composure after the IRA 
bon* that killed his 12-year-old 
sorithree years ago.Yesi^day 
he said: “Fra-dehghted:td be 

asked hut U remains to be seen 
how l do." The scries is ached 
ukd'to begm inrtfce-Grare^ ! 
TV" region psJuiy23.'^ 

Racecoursebiaze 

Three boys have i^en accused 
of arson after a ftre destroyed 
the Tote building in the centre 
I -of Warwick Racecourse, caus- 
| ing £200,000 worth of damage, 
rhebqys.rf’wo aged 12 and one 
aged 14; have been bailed to ap- 
pear before a youth -court at . 
Leamington Spa next month. . 

£950,000 award ; 

A man left crippled for fifc by 
an accident an a bouncy castle 
won £950,000 -agreed damages 
from the Territorial Army and - 
the .castle hire firm. Andrew 
Day, 2S, cd\\feston-super-Mare, 
Somerset, was left wheelchair 
bound after injuring hfe spme 
during a 2am prank on a TA 
night out in Bristol inSeptenv 
ber.1989. 

The price of fame • 

An anonymous collector paid 
£43,000 at Christie 'sin London 
for a' tiny, and previously un 
recorded Sevres porcelaii 
plaque of the Duke of Welling- 
ton,- commissioned by an un- 
known admirer in IS15 after 


rhe portrs 
been valued at £8,000. - 

The price of flame 

A smoker "who lit up three 
times on a flight from New York 
to Heathrow was fined £400. 
Joanne Norris, 33, of Saffron 
Walden, Essex, ignored warn- 
ings Atlantic crew that 

sm o king was banned and twice 
lit a cigarette in the toilet, 
Uxbridge magistrates heard. 

Passing us by 

The rogue Chinese spy satellite 
is experted to miss Britain when 
it plunges to Earth s 450mph , 
i. early today. ' Radar -operators 
.who have bqpn tracking its 
progress now, believe the pne- 
tonne deyice will drop into the 
"sooth Atlantic orindian Ocean 
some time before 7am. 

Starved to death 

A woman was found starved to 
death on Christmas Day in the 
home she shared with her hus- 
band and son. Kathleen tthr- 
button* 54, weighed less than 4st 
but a chicken was roasting in the 
oven and her kitchen was 
stocked with food, an inquest at 
Bristolwas told. 

The last laugh 

The Cockney comedian Arthur® 
Milliard left £245,000 to charf| 
ity but only £5,000 each tod*? 
son John and daughter BjyiflP 
The bulk of his £255,626 Wb|| 
tate goes to the 
dren’s Home At® 

Children chariraa^^^V^ V 
last DecembdlK®^'^;2 , ?± i\ 


Heseltine is defeated over bills 


COUN BROWN 
and PETER RODGERS 

Michael Heseltine was facing a 
humiliating defeat last night by 
Ian Lang, the President of the 
Board of Trade, over the 
Deputy Prime Minister's plans 
for cutting employees' rights in 
small businesses. 

Mr Lang is preparing a com- 
promise plan to preserve em- 
ployees' rights, but to provide 
arbitration, to cut the number 
of cases going to industrial 
tribunals. 

Mr Heseltine s defence of 


late payments lo small busi- 
nesses was also rejected by Mr 
Lang with the backing of the 
Prime Minister, who announced 
a package of measures to en- 
courage firms to pay their bills 
on time. 

The Government has reject- 
ed the idea of legislation to fence 
firms to pay interest on late pay- 
ments, but John Major an- 
nounced Government depart- 
ments will be asked to set an ex- 
ample by paying (heir bills 
promptly to small business. 

Stephen Byers, the Labour 
spokesman, said: “It has been 


a bad day for Heseltine. He has 
dearly lost out in the battle over 
employees* rights, and Major 
has rejected his approach to [ate 
payments." 

The use of arib [ration was 
seen at Westminster as a clever 
move by Mr Lang to tackle the 
problem caused by too many 
cases going to expensive in- 
dustrial tribunals. Another 
Labour source said: “We have 
been looking at stepping in be- 
fore cases go to industrail tri- 
bunals. It is a bit like the step 
before going into divorce, by 
seeking reconciliation." 


Ministers are studying the 
possibility of using the arbitra- 
tion service, ACAS. to concili- 
ate before cases go to tribunals. 

Mr Heseltine had proposed 
to deny millions of employees 
of small firms the legal right to 
lake their bosses to a tribunal 
for compensation, a move de- 
signed to ease the administra- 
tive burden on small firms. 

Unveiling a package of new 
measures to help small firms, 
Mr Lan® said there were “no se- 
rious differerences" between 
him and any of his colleagues. 

Mr Lang" added: “What we 


are seeking to do is to reduce, 
the burden on businesses - and 
indeed on employees -that in- 
dustrial tribunals how create. 

“I think that we can achieve 
a conciliation and arbitration 
service that will help reduce this 
very considerably - without in 
any way undermining the in- 
terests either of the employer 
or the employee." 

Mr Major said the govern- 
ment would look at whether big 
companies should be forced to 
publish data on how Late they 
paid their bills, rather than the 
present requirement - intro- 


duced only in January - to re? 
port on their policy for payment 
Ministers are considering 
publishing “more rigorous” 
league tables of the payment 
performance of departments 
and looking at extending this to 
local authorities; 

The I^ndCbatrelldr is to an- 
nounce improved ways for small j 
businesses to collect debts after 
court orders. The Prime Min- 
ister also announced a review 
aimed at streamlining govern- 
ment support for small business, i 
Leading article, page 14 
City comment, page 19 j 


No big idea to help small firms 


For half a century, successive 
Tory and Labour governments 
have grappled unsuccessfully 
with the problems of small 
businesses. 

Attempts to find simple, po- 
litically appealing answers have 
failed, because the more close- 
ly the problems faced by en- 
trepreneurs are examined the 
more complex they have 
proved. Yet the political pres- 
sures to deal with the issue are 
immense because more than 
half of all employment outside 
government is in firms with 
fewer than 100 staff, and as a 
group they create more new jobs 
than large firms. 

In the early post-war years, 
the Labour government and the 
Bank of England set up the 
Industrial and Commercial 
Finance Corporation to boost 
investment in what was re- 
garded as a vital part of the 
economy. The organisation was 


successful - it became the 3i 
venture capital group which 
was floated recently -but its role 
was limited. 

The 1970s began with the 
Bolton report on how govern- 
ment could help small firms and 
ended with the Wilson report on 
finance and industry, a large 
part of which was devoted lo 
small businesses. In those days 
the biggest concern was a short- 
age of finance and the focus was 
on how best to give government 
help and encourage the City to 
supply more funds. 

This led to loan guarantees 
schemes - which still exist - un- 
der which the Government un- 
derwrites part of the cost of 
commercial loans to small firms. 

The preoccupation with fi- 
nance resurfaced after the 1990- 


91 recession, when thousands of 
small firms went bust because 
their banks pulled the plug. This 
led to a fresh political row over 
the relations between small 
firms and their banks. 

But once again it proved im- 
possible to find any all em- 
bracing solutions, and the 
outcome was a series of codes 
of practice. 

However, the row also high- 
lighted a vast array of other 
problems for small firms. There 
is a growing view that these 
together are more important 
than difficulties over finance. 
They include a mass of red tape 
in tax, employment, health and 
safety and companies legislation 
and a confusing number of 
bodies proriding'advice. OtheT 
issues are high business rales 
and serious deficiencies in ed- 
ucation and training. 

Investigations also threw up 
the scandal of late payment, and 


showed government depart- 
ments as well as large compa- 
nies were failing to pay bills on 
time. It was this issue that put 
small firms back in the limelight. 

But it was typical of the de- 
bate that the original straight- 
forward solution of a statutory 
right to interest on late pay- 
ments proved to have many 
drawbacks, and the Govern- 
ment and many business lobbies 
have gone cool on the idea. 

Small firms now look likely 
to be an important part of the 
election campaign as the main 
parties line up detailed policies 
for their manifestoes. Many of 
their ideas overlap. Indeed. 
Labour and Tory ministers have 
each accused the other side of 
stealing their recipes. 

Michael Heseltine. when he 
was president of the Board of 
Trade, made small firms a cen- 
tral part of his policy, a theme 
continued by lam Lang. Mr 
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Heseltine was responsible at the 
DTI for setting up Business 
Links, a nationwide network of 
small firms advice centres. He 
also made small firms policy an 
important pari of his two com- 
petitiveness White papers. 

But Mr Heseltxne’s gaffe 
over his late payments as a small 
businessman undermined his 
credibility. It was probably no 
coincidence it was the Prime 


Minster, not his depufe itoo in- 
troduced the small Inns con- 
ference yesterday, jr 
The Labour Paty, for its 
part, is determme^b snatch the 
initiative. Next vjrck Tony Blair 
is to introduce amdusby forum 
conference ogfcbe subject 


/eter Rodgeraf 
business Editft r 
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“I’ll never forget my mother’s face when I told hf r. J 


“J was stunned to hear that I had cancer. At my age. I just couldn’t accept.it. The, ,ftar just gredf" V: — V ^ 
That changed when l began to come to the Marie Curie Hospice Centre. / JT , *£*•-.! e 

In a strange way. it's the most positive place I’ve ever been. They ha>)e taken awe/ •• 1 • • 

fears. And when your fear is lifted you can feel your dignity coming back," f 

Marie Curie Cancer Care has eleven Hospice Centres across the UK, over six thous f 
nurses who care for patients at home, the world renowned Marie Curie Research Institute' ^ d specahs^d 

and training in cancer care for doctors, nurses and paramedics. •' >e, and education 

Marie Curie Nurses can be contacted through the GP. J 

No charge is ever made to our patients, or their families. We depend'heavlly on voluntary contributions 
Please help us to continue this vital work. / . -- : ' . 
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the cancer 


dojiwwi Cmwurqare. FREEP^SrB^Wa Samra.lMdeitfiWU^r payable ta Gavlvfm.p 



Hearts £! Minds Against Cancer 
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Justice for the common people as Cocker is cleared 
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CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Cpn^spondent 

House of Commons notepaper, 
emb«Bedwitbthedistm^ 
portcullis design, is being print- 
ed by -a company -in Wales 
whose former chairman has. 
just served a prison sentence for. 
bribing asemorgovenunent of- 
ficial, it emerged yesterday. 


er, said she would refer die con-, 
tract wkhCar diff fii riY WDprioi, 
to the Serjeant- at Arms, the 
chief Commons official. 

■In October last year, Keith : 
Gordon Wilson, tlton chairman 
arid managing director of Wfl- 
print, his family business winch 
employs 50 people, was sen- . 
tenced to nine months impris- 
onment at Cardiff Oown Court 
for giving two cars to a Welsh 
Office official in charge of 
.handing out printing contracts. 1 

In January thisyear, Mr Wil- 
son successfully appealed 
against sentence, which was 
brought down to four months. 
He was released, from prison 
and has since remained unem- 
ployed while; Wflprint is rim by 
nis wife, H3da.' 

The court heard /that 'John 
Bennett at the Welsh Office 
gave £400,000 in printing con- 
tracts - 30 per bent of his £1 jnj 
budget - to Wnprint over two 
' years after being bribed with a 
Ford Sierra anda Ford Escort. 

MrBermettwasinfbmiation 
manager at the Welsh Office in 
Cardiff and .organised the print- 
ings worit lna two-year period, 
Wflpriht received two and ahalf 
rimes more Than its nearest 
competitor and, said the pros- 
ecution, almost as imich as the 
other contractors put together. 

The gift of the cars ame to 
fight in leafier another print- 


er complained of not getting 
work: Officials ordered an in- 
ternal inquiry headed by a for- 
mer senior police officer. 
Ownership, of the cars was 
cbedred and traced to Mr Ben- 
netL WDprint also paid the tax 
and insurance. Mr Bennett was 
convicted alongside Mr Wfison 
and! received the same nine- 
month sentence, reduced on ap- 
peal to four months. 

. Rhodri Morgan. Labour MP 
for Cardiff West, raised the 
question of the Commons sta- 
tionery in P&iliaroeni yesterday. 
“The proprietor [of Wflprint] 
was sent down for corruption for 
four months just before Christ- 
inas and came out in January," 
Mr Morgan said. • 

The : MP asked Ms 
Boothrpyd: ‘’Since the portcullis 
of this House and all our pro- 
ceedings have to be seen to be 
totally above board and free 
from even the most indirect hint 
or taint of corruption, couldyou 
explain to me how I should draw 
.this to the attention of the 
proper authorities, so that we 
can see that the portadfis of this 
House and the notepaper on 
which we write shall always be 
. seen to cany the respect which 
we always thought it had?" 

At Wflprint, David Virgin, the 
sales manager, refused to dis- 
cuss the Commons order or how 
long the company had had the 
business, claiming it was bound 
by a confidentialrty clause with 
HMSO. 

' Mr Virgin confirmed that 
Mr Wilson had relinquished 
his role in the firm. “After what 
happenedhe is not involved in 
the business.’' He accused Mr 
Morgan of “running the risk of 
damaging the people who work 
here” by raising the Commons 
order at Westminster. 


| REBECCA FOWLER 

His own fans chanted “Justice 
for Jarvis" from one side. 
Michael Jackson's followers 
hurled abuse from the other, 
j One 16-year-old girl was 
arrested for threatening be- 
haviour. In the middle, emerg- 
ing from Kensington police 
station, west London, in his 
trademark black-rimmed glass- 
es, the object of tbefr praise and 
opprobrium, Jarvis Cocker. 

The teen idol and lead anger 
of Pulp, who was answering po- 
lice bad, was cleared of as- 
saulting three children 
yesterday following his one- 
man riot against Michael Jack- 
son’s appearance at the Brit 
awards last month. 

He was told by.police there 
would be no charges brought 
against him following his im- 
pulsive entrance on to the stage 
at Earl’s Court Arena. 

Jackson was performing the 
“Earth Song” apparently mod- 
elling himself on Christ, sur- 
rounded by a chorus of children. 

Following his 30-minute in- 
terview with the police Cocker, 
3Z said: “Pm just happy. It's not 
very nice to have allegations 
. against you that you'd go and as- 
sault children, and punch chil- 
dren." 

He added: “1 was very upset 
I think anyone would be. One 
of the worst things you can be 
accused of is not something 
you’d want oh your CV.” 

The incident has already se- 
cured him a-place in rock's an- 
nals of flamboyant behaviour. 
Cocker made V-signs at Jack- 
son and allegedly knocked three 
children over before being re- 
moved by guards. Cocker pro- 
vided the police with video 
evidence to prove that he had 
not hurt the youngsters. One 
young boy claims be cut bis ear 
during the incident, and a num- 
ber of others said they bad 
been upset and shocked. 

Despite the furore Cocker’s 
followers viewed his interrup- 
tion as heroic. The singer claims 
he felt “ill” in the face of the 
self-deification of Jackson, who 
has had charges of child abuse 
against him dropped. 

Cocker, described as a de- 
signer nerd, said: “I thought it 
was in bad taste given allega- 
tions that were brought against 
him in the past But the main 
thing really was this messiah 


in 


Walkman court claim 



RAUL FIELD 

An attempt ty a middle-aged in- 
ventor lo prove he came up with 
the idea -of the Sony Walton an 
suffered a setback at the Court 
of Appeal in London yesterday. 

Andreas Pavel, 51, is locked 
in a legal battle with the' Sony 
Corporation aver patent rights 
for the portable stereo. 
Laundhed in 1979, th&Wdkmaii 
has earned the Japanese elec- 
tronics giant an estimated £3bn 
in worldwide sales. 

Mr Pavel has consistently 
claimed Sony infringed his 
patent, filed in 1977, for a 

His machine comprised! a 


pair of headphones strapped to 
a bulky belt, attached to which 
was a small cassette player, 
amplifier, batteries and a stor- 
age pouch. . 

.: However, Sony argued the 
technology was obvious and 
not inventive, and in 1990 the 
Patent County Court ruled his 

‘ daim was invalid. 

Yesterday, Mr Pavel launch- 
ing his appeal a gain st the judg- 
ment and sought to amend hrs 
patentrwifh a new definition of 
his design as being “suitable for 
attachment to a belt", 

V. : However, counsel for Sony 
"and Thshiba, also contesting 
the application, argued that 
the amendment to a patent 
: was *an indulgence, not a 


right”. After 10 minutes of de- 
liberation, Lord Justices Neill, 
Hobhouse and Aldous rejected 
the application and instructed 
Mr Pavel’s counsel to proceed 
with the appeal against the 
.1990 ruling, which is expected 
to last eight days. 

The cost of the legal action, 
estimated at more than £lm, is 
likely to ruin Mr Pavel if he los- 
es on appeal 

If the judgment goes against 
Sony, Mr Pavel, the youngest 
son of a wealthy German in- 
dustrialist. stands to become a 
very rich man by qualifying for 
royalties of between 1 per cent 
and 5 per cent of Sony's Walk- 
man sales in Britain, equivalent 
to£100m. 


REBECCA FOWLER - 

A list of proposed sites for a 
monument to Harold Wflsbh, 
the former Labour prime min- 
ister who died fast year, 
inchidingthe top level of a mul- 
ti-storey car park and a bridge 
over the M62 motorway, have 
been condemned as “barmy” by 
the citizens of his home town. 

The life-size sculpture, which 
has not been compteted, was 
commissioned to take pride of 
place in Huddersfield, West 


Yorkshire, where Lord Wilson 
rgrew up in the 1930s. But there 
is concern that the suggested 
locations are an insult to his 
memory. 


which wifi be considered by the 

. policy committee at Kirklees 
metropolitan council tonight, 
are the middle of a round- 
about on the 'oi^skhts of Hud- 
dersfield, the entrance lo a 

■ shopping centre loading bay, 
ana outride an electricity shop 
oh the outer rmgYoad/ . 


Critics of the locations in- 
clude Harold Ainey, 80, a for- 
mer classmate of Lord Wilson's 
at New Street conn til school in 
Mflnsbridge. “He would turn in 
his grave if he knew wbat was 
happening," be said. “All those 
rites, particularly the loading 
bay, are an insult to an out- 
standing politician and a great 
prime minister.” 

■ Lord Wilson, who died aged 
79, rose from humble roots to 
heroine an Oxford don, the 
youngest cabinet minister this 



On the record: Jarvis Cocker with his solicitor, Anthony Burton, after police dropped charges over his Brits ’invasion 1 Photograph: Philip Meech 


thing, and the idea that people 
touching the hem of his gown 
would cure them. I'm not par- 
ticularly religious but I think 
anyone setting themself up as 
a mesriah figure is a bit docjgy." 


However Cocker, who is seen 
as a champion of the masses for 
his hit single “Common People” 
and the album. Different Class, 
was reluctant lo be labelled a 
hero. 


“I'm not a hero. It really was Jackson, the reclusive singer, 
something done on the spur of was said to have been deeply up- 
the moment ... it's not a par- set by the incident. His record 


ticularly great thing to be fa- 
mous for. Td rather be known 
for music.” 


company allegedly said that he 
was “sickened, saddened, 
shocked, upset, cheated, angry 


Beatles get back to where they once belonged 


Radio 1 is to devote an hour of 
prime-time listening to The 
Beatles today- using the band’s 
latest single as the grand finale 
. to the showpiece session. 

The move follows the sta- 
tion’s decision not to include the 
group's new song “Real Love" 
on its playlisL The exclusion or- 
der, which upset many fans. 


mean t the track did not receive 
massive pre-release play and will 
not benefit from being regularly 
heard on daytime shows. 

Despite this, however, the 
song came into the charts at 
number four this week, and Ra- 
dio 1 said yesterday that it 
would set aside DJ Simon 
Mayo’s entire Golden Hour, 


starting at 9am, to Beaties and 
Beaties-influenced music. 

Radio 1 controller Matthew 
Bannister, said: “The Beaties 
are the greatest reck and roll 
band the world has ever known 
and have made the world's 
most influential music. Many 
current artists have been influ- 
e need by The Beatles and the 


hour wiU include work by those 
artists too." 

Since Mr Bannister s arrival. 
Radio 1 has been redefining it- 
self and cultivating a younger 
audience. As part of the process, 
the veteran rockers Status Quo 
have been excluded and the 
band intends to sue in an effort 
to gel the policy reversed. 


and disgusted”, by the affront. 
Mr Cocker is currently consid- 
ering whether he wifi pursue any 
legal action against Jackson 
over the allegations that were 
made against him. 

“That’s something we're con- 
sidering, because I was accused 
of assaulting children. I'm con- 
sidering whether I should take 
that any further. I don't like the 
fact that has been reported." he 
said. 

However, Cocker added that 
he did not wish Jackson any ill. 
Tve always said throughout this 
thing 1 haven't got a personal 
vendetta against Michael Jack- 
son. He can dance. Anyone who 
came up with moon dance is all 
right by me.” 


£13.5m drugs sting 
backfires on Irish police 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

A multi-million pound drugs 
sting set up by Irish police to 
trap some of Europe's biggest 
drug dealers has backfired, 
leaving the cream of Ireland's 
detectives and a justice minis- 
ter with egg all over their faces. 

The plot was simple: to catch 
the suspects red handed as they 
imported a £L55m (1R £150m) 
13.5 tonne shipment of cannabis. 

Suspicions were aroused af- 
ter the drugs were found last 
November in a parked trailer at 
Uriingford in Kilkenny. But a 
planned swoop by garda drug 
squad officers never took place 
and no one was ever arrested. 


century, and the most success- 
ful Labour prime minister in his- 
tory. But he never lost his 
common touch, and revelled in 
his image as a man of the peo- 
ple who poured HP sauce lav- 
ishly over everything he ale. 

The preferred site for the 
memorial is St George’s Square, 
in the heart of the town. Its sup- 
porters include Eric Lawson, 
who sits on the policy commit- 
tee. “These other bizarre sug- 
gestions- have exposed the 
council to ridicule," he said. 


This month, lipped off bv her 
security sources, Liz O'Donnell, 
opposition Progressive De- 
mocrats (PD) justice spokes- 
woman, enraged the Irish 
government by claiming the 
consignment was really a gardai- 
iospired entrapment that failed. 

She alleged the Irish police, as- 
sisted by a top United Slates 
drugs enforcement agent, deliv- 
ered the consignment to Ireland 
for collection by drug barons who 
were led lo believe they were buy- 
ing from the US mafia. 

Much to the government’s 
embarrassment there were also 
claims that even when the drugs 
arrived ihere was little or no 
criminal involvement: gardaj 
ran the whole exercise and 


statue 


But the council has insisted 
that all the proposed sites will 
be discussed. “These are only 
suggestions, but there is a log- 
ic behind them, if you want to 
get the fact over that Harold 
Wilson was born in Hudders- 
field,” said a spokeswoman for 
the council. 

“A lot of people would see it 
if it was on a bridge over the mo- 
torway, or the loading bay. If the 
councillors think they are barmy 
they will say so, and they won’t 
pick them.” 


landed the consignment from a 
trawler reportedly hired by de- 
tectives in Co Cork. From there 
it was taken lo Kilkenny by a 
gardai driver masquerading as 
a criminal courier. 

The Irish government de- 
nied there had been any attempt 
at entrapment. Officials claimed 
that a confiscated £240,000 
“downpayment" confirmed 
criminals were involved. 

But opposition politicians 
claim their view of events is sup- 
ported by the justice minister, 
Nora Owen, who told the Irish 
parliament: “On the level at 
which the importation was au- 
thorised, it was an operational 
decision aod did not involve any 
politicians.” 
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Balliol stands 
firm in ‘Nazi 
money’ row 






Lord Wilson: Statue fn his 
honour may go on bridge 


LOUISE JURY 

The Oxford college at the cen- 
tre of a storm over a professor's 
post financed with money al- 
legedly connected to Nazi war 
crimes was understood to have 
agreed yesterday that it should 
go ahead. 

Dr Gert- Rudolf Flick, whose 
grandfather Friedrich alleged- 
ly made his fortune using slave 
labourers and was jailed at the 
Nurembeig war crimes trial, of- 
fered last year to fund a new 
university chair attached to 
Balliol. 

Controversy broke out when 
details of his family history 
emerged and some dons ex- 
pressed concern at Dr Flick's 
family associations and the 
“moral taint" of the funding. 

But the governing body of 
Balliol discussed the matter at 
its end of term meeting yester- 
day and fellows were understood 
to have continued lo back the 
plan for a Chair of European 
Thought in the Flick name. 

Lord Weidenfeld, the pub- 
lisherwbo came to Britain frgm 
Austria as a Jewish refugee, was 
instrumental in encouraging 
Dr Flick’s bequest in his role as 
vice-chairman of the Oxford 
Development Fund. 

Neither Balliol nor the uni- 
versity would comment last 


night, but Lord Weidenfeld 
said he had received word from 
the college that it had agreed to 
support the new chair and was 
veiy pleased. 

He said he had been anxious 
that no one should be incrimi- 
nated for crimes with which they 
had no connection. “I feel very 
strongly that the sins of the fa- 
ther should not be held against 
the sons. Those who know [Dr 
Flick] well, as I do, know that 
he has wholly dissociated him- 
self from those views and is def- 
initely a convinced anti-Nazi." 
The row had been a “rather dis- 
agreeable experience” for him. 

Lord Weidenfeld said that he 
very much hoped the contro- 
versy was now at an end and that 
the chair would prove a positive 
development benefiting, in par- 
ticular. east European students 
who had been victims of com- 
munist and racist persecution. 
He added: “It is not easy to get 
money [for university choirs] 
these days." 

Professor John W Burrow, 
who has been already appoint- 
ed the first holder of the post, 
has said he planned a series of 
lectures on notions of race and 
nationality in the 19th Centura 
to explore the roots of ideas 
which had dire consequences, 
such as the Holocaust, in the 
20th century. 
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by litter 


GLENDA COOPER 

Britain's beaches are being 
wrecked by litter, with twice as 
much picked up in 1995 as in 
1994. 

Last year more than 305.000 
items of rubbish were picked up 
from beaches around the coasts 
of Britain. This included almost 
-0.00 crisp packets, 10.500 drink 
cans and 9,400 cigarette butts, 
not to mention sanitary towels, 
plastic, glass and cotton buds. 

The Beaehwatch “95 survey 
organised by the Marine Con- 
servation Sodetyand Readers 
Digest took place on the 16 and 
1 7 September last year. A total 
of 202 beaches covering 193km 
were cleaned by 2.365 volun- 
teers and 196 of the beaches 
were surveyed in detail. In to- 
tal the debris weighed an esti- 
mated 30.000kg, three times as 
much as in 1993. 

The Beaehwatch “95 results 
found that 1.635 items of rub- 
bish were recorded per km sur- 
veyed as compared to 977 items 
per km in Beaehwatch “94 and 
572 items per km surveyed in 
Beaehwatch *93. Tourist debris 
alone was up 60 per cent since 
Beaehwatch '94. 

Plastic accounted for more i 
than half the debris recorded, i 
and sewage-related debris was < 
between 1 1 per cent and 12 per I 
cent of the total. Debris made 
from metal has decreased while t 
the proportion of paper-based s 
materials has almost doubled, c 
The roost common items found v 
included plastic crisp and sweet r 
wrappers, plastic bottles, caps, b 
lids, rope and cord. a 

Two Guernsey beaches - Le o 
Port aux Malades, Caste!, and n : 
Fermain. St Peter Port - came a, 
out as cleanest in the survey, p 
TTi^hadO. 01 and 0.03 items of ei 
rubbish respectively for every di 


metre of beach. In contrast 
two Lancashire beaches were 
ig the dirtiest with 93 bits of nib- 
is bish per metre of beach on 
in Western Shore, Sunderland 
Point, and an unsightly 166 bits 

0 of rubbish per metre at Jack 
p Scout Cove, Silverdale. 

-s Last year the dirtiest beach- 
si es were Castle Beach, Dyfed, 
k and New Brighton. Me'recy- 
>, side, and the cleanest were 

1 Treaddur Bay in Gwynedd, 
Porthneigwl also m Gwynedd 

/ and Thorpe Bay in Essex. 

Some improvement has been 
s seen in the standard of bathing 
I water. In 1995 about 413 out of 
I 464 beaches met the EC 
i mandatory standard on bathing 
water. 37 more than in 1994. 

“It is unacceptable that our 
children are having to build 
their sandcasiles on little more 
than a rubbish dump.“ Kim 
Winter of Holiday Which? mag- 
azine said. “It is time a con- 
certed effort was made to make 
our beaches a more safe and 
pleasant environment." 

The Marine Conservation 
Society added: “We would urge 
people to lake individual re- 
sponsibility for disposal of their 
Utter whether they are tourists 
or visitors. We would also urge 
those in local authorities or in- 
dustry to take action to reduce 
the problem at source.” j 

Recommendations made bv 1 
the society include organising 1 
awareness campaigns and edu- 
cation in schools on general t 
waste reduction, disposal and « 
recycling. Incentives should also L 
be increased for manufacturers h 
and retailers to reduce the use v 
of plastics and excessive pack- a 
aging. The government should n 
also expand the network of tl 
plastics recycling schemes and it 
encourage research into 
degradable alternatives. ft 
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the shire 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE 

The shire horse can trace its his- 
tory back to William the Con- 
queror. but by the 1960s 
numbers had declined dramat- 
ically. Now, however, it is en- 
joying a revival thanks to a surse 
of interest on the continent 
st and in the United Stales, 
c Dillon, Royal and Princess 
v an ; stabled at the National 
{J Shire Horse Centre, Plymouth 
d watting to travel to Germany. 

S They arc the latest animals in 
k a growing export market that 
saw more than 100 shires go 
i- abroad in the past year. 

L Such is the world-wide in- 
- terest that enthusiasts of the 
: world's largest working horse 
, will gather tomorrow at the 
i first World Shire Horae Con- 
gress at the East of England 
i Showground. Peterborough. 

; There are 3,000 members of 
; the society world-wide of whom 
1,000 are actually involved in the 
management, buying, selling 
and breeding of the horses. 

Between ISSOand 3 930 there 
were nearly 200,000 shire hors- 
es registered in the stud book 
kept by the Shire Horse Soci- 
ety. But after the Second World 
War numbers fell until bv the 
3 960s there wure less than 2.000 
registered animals nationwide. 

The work of several breeders 
in insuring the breeds survival 
has now been rewarded. John 
Wird. Geld officer for the Shire 
Horse Society, said, “The latest 
interest will guarantee the fu- 
ture of the shire horse. It is a 
wonderful opportunity for the 
society, with new markets evolv- 
ing as the quality of the shire 
horse is recognised throughout 
the world." 

He said horses had travelled 
to the continent for shows and 
exhibitions and people had 
liked what they had seen. Shires _ 
have historically been popular O 
with brewers for pulling drays 
and German breweries were er 
now- using them because of th 
their temperament and impos- of 
mg appearance. tu, 

Because there is little demand sui 
for shires in Britain, foreign buy- 
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B 05 WYNNE-JONES 

;* A World illiteracy could be more 
. . than halved by a radical new 

programme launched yester- 
ir V f- day to combat a growing prob- 
lem faced by 1 billion people, 
A. • two-tirirds of whom are women. 

AxHvA Pilot trials have shown the Rc- 
fleet method to be -two to three 
“ore times effective than tra- 
ditional approaches in teaching 
reading and writing. 

‘ Reflect, designed by the char- 
ity Action Aid, uses no teat- 
books. Instead, students make 
-■ ■ ‘ up learning mareriab: relevant to 

v ; : ‘ r their experience. The teaching 
V . . aids begin as models - of a map 

\ of crop p lanting, for example - 

which are builrby the class out 
of branches, beads, beans and 
other materials. These are then 
transferred as “graphics” on to 
card which teachers use to 
J!':’ . introduce numbers and the 

v/'. - ■ written word. 

By the end of the Reflect 
process, students will have built 
20 to 30 graphics representing l 
a detailed analysis of their com- 1 
munhy. The three pilot studies, I 



in Bangladesh. EJ Salvador ] 
Uganda, have shown 4 

process itself is a 
wider change. lit Uganda, 
example, discussion arotrodthe^;. 
graphics led to agricultural 
provements such as temtqhg^ 
and to chafes in the commu^A ; 


- .«G*i 


men tegan helping wOmen.w^S. : ■ 3 
fuel and water coflectrott 
Sara Cotringhaio,.;' 
ordinator of Reflea for Aokm^V 
AicL said that in Bangladesh 
ais resulted in 77 percent ASfyfJt 
dents who completed Oiec6«a^^ :4 
achieving literacy. This cStf 1^? 
pared with 47 per centBt&§5^v“^ 
m a control -group of 
learners using more tradkib^fr72 
methods. Reflect’* 
rates were half those of 
trol group. In Bangfodedy rt^ fe^ 
year-long progranuneo^^^^i'r-- 
to set up and run. FbE. JQ 


dents this would be i 

each. “It is a- major 


through,” she said. 7^-jS-S’a^ 
Reflect, which has 
funding from the Wxk H&nfc 
has now been taken 
than 20 countries. ' 
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Comeback: Animals at the National Shire Horae Centre 

ani “ ed at faow cheap as a clearing house putting po- 
nf A SJi 30 average CentiaI bu y ers m touch vS 

r inS ^ m ercst “I 1 " breeders with horses to sell. In 

I.mnK” d ^ d w .!! ? utstn P the last two months the export 
suppb and pnees wdl nse. of 20 horses has been arraS. 

The Shire Horse Centre acts The centre has 35 shires bf 


Photograph: Marc Hill 

own, including ffing, the world’s 
tallest living horse, who is 19.2 
hands (6ft din) at the shoulder 
But despite offers from abroad. 
King, a big attraction 'at the' 
centre, is not for sale. 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Teenagers are a vital weapon in 
the battle to stop people smok- 
ing according to research which 
shows that more than 75 per 
cent have tried to persuade 
their parents to quit Even 
youngsters who admit to smok- 
ing themselves say they have 
nagged their parents to give up. 

The survey of 11 to 15-year- 
olds suggests children and 
teenagers no longer see smok- 
ing as a rebellious and trendy 
act They are more concerned 
about the effects cm their own 
health of their parents' h a bi t. 

Smokers with children are 
also more likely to want to quit 
and to have tried to give qp, says 
the survey, published by a coali- 
tion of health-promotion 
groups In the run-up to No 
Smoking Day tomorrow. 


Alison HiiJhouse, who chans'. - 
the No Smoking I^y cfearify^ ' V 
said: “"We were surprised by tto; ; 
strength of the children's ftsdki : 
ings. They see smoking as a Baf-_77 
rier to a happiy family lifc^ ". 
Children . . . are quite deaffr^ - 
worried about the effect sma£- 7 ; ; 
ing wflThave oh their own htaaftti; •• j • 
... What we can (to- is -help,.''; 
children to help their, pare he? t-T 
In a survey by the National- 
Asthma Campaign and Bkti- ' S 
Peter, the BBC children’s pro- ;,~- 
gramme, researchers found that . ” 
almost three-quarters of 1 G,OO 0 .. : '- 
asthmaricyoungsters who took / 3 
part beUeye other people’s cig- 
. arette smoke made their con - . 
dition worse. Of those, 31 per . 
cent were living with someone -".j 
who smoked. Melinda Letts, r -< 
chief executive of the NAQ -l-- ; 
said: “This survey reveals an\,- i 
appalling catalogue of-whofly'l^ 
unnecessary- suffering.^*:' , :~ 
'■ ’ • '/-l 
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re-open in Sainsbury 


NIGEL COPE . 

Hie desertion of the high street 
in favour of outrof-town su- 
perstores .accelerated yester- 
day when SketchJey, the dry 
deanmggronp, said it was clos- 
ing 160 town centre shops with 
the lbss of 500 jobs. 

Instead it has signed a deal 
.with Sainsbury. to ojpen dry 
cleaning concessions wnhin the 
larger stores. The group also 
owns the; SuperSnap photo- 
processing chain and it is plan- 
ning to cement the trend by 
relocating a number of brandi- 
es to superstore sates. 

With superstores increasing- 
ly offering petrol stations, post 
offices, pharmacies and florists 
as well as shoe repair and key- 
cutting facilities,. SketchJey ’s 
announcement will fuel grow- 
ing concerns that Britain's su- 
permarket giants are snatching 
sales at the high street's expense. 

Mike Dennis, a retail analyst . 
at stockbroker NatWest Secu- 
rities said the exodus from the 
high street was likely to con- 
tinue: “Customers can often get 
a cheaper, more- convenient 


service by making more pur- 
chases as part of their weekly 
shop. You’ve got dry cleaners 
and pharmacies. Why not have 
estate agencies and travel agen- 
cies, or banks. If this carries on 
h could squeeze the life out of 
the high street.” 

SketchJey said it was taking 
advantage of consumers’ pret 
e rence for one-stop shopping lo- 
cations with easier parking and 
longer opening hours. It said it 
would also be able to mica ad- 
vantage of established customer 
flows, Sunday trading and joint 
advertising with Sainsbury. 

SketchJey currently has more 
than 700 outlets though some 
high street shops Jose money 
due to high rents and falling cus- 
tomer levels. It wfll keep 550 of 
its high street branches while it 
expands its presence out of 
town. It already has 29 Salis- 
bury outlets and now has an ex- 
clusive deal to open more in 
: new and existing brandies. 

Sainsbury defended the deal. 
‘'Our research shows that cus- 
tomers will use an out-of-town 
superstore for many different 
services. There is room in the • 


market for large and small re- 
tailers. People are still going to 
go to the high street.” 

Dry cleaning prices can also 
often be cheaper due to lower 
rents out of town. Safeway, 
which has dry cleaning outlets 
in 65 of its larger branches, has 
a deal to dean 5 shirts for 
£3.49 or two suits for £8.95. 
Safeway also has 83 pharmacies, 
127 petrol stations, 31 post of- 
fices and 38 florists. 

Some branches of Sains- 
bury’s Sava Centre offer key 
cutting and shoe repair as well 
as travel agencies. 

It is not clear bow much fur- 
ther supermarkets might go. In 
the US, shoppers can go to the 
hypermarket for everything 
from a car to a speedboat. 
Some have gone as far as build- 
ing fake “high streets” around 
the perimeter of their sites - 
transplanting Main Street to the 
freeway. 

In Britain, however, the Gov- 
ernment has said it intends to 
limit the exodus by curbing 
planning permission. 

In a separate development 
yesterday, Tesco increased the 


How supermarkets shape up in battle for one-stop shopping 
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stakes in the petrol price war 
when it extended its loyalty 
card to money off petrol in its 
254 stations. Asda already runs 
a similar scheme. 

Promising .motorists that 
“they cannot buy a cheaper 
tankful of petrol”, Tesco said it 
will match the cheapest fuel 
price at other filling stations 
within three miles of their own 
pomps or at any other super- 
market within five miles. 

The main supermarket 
groups Sainsbury, Tesco. Safe- 
way and Asda have already 
grabbed over 20 per cent of the 
UK petrol market by under- 
cutting prices. However, at the 
beginning of the year the petrol 
companies fought back when 
Esso announced that it was 
dropping its long-running Tiger 
Tokens promotion in favour of 
lower prices. 

As part of its campaign Esso 
pledged to match the lowest 
prices on offer within a three- 
mile radius. Shell and BP fol- 
lowed and prices fell to as low 
as 49.9p per litre with the most 
severe price cuts in the North- 
east and Scotland. 

The superstores have been 
making big profits from their 
petrol retailing operation, and 
the price war has had a dam- 
aging effect on profits. Tesco has 
been banking about £70m a 
year, but analysts believe this 
could be trimmed by up to 
£12m, with Sainsbury, Asda 
and Safeway together seeing a 
cutback of up to £20m. 


Wacky race to build family pubs 


GLENDA COOPER 

The Nag’s Head and Rose & 
Crown are history. The future 
of En glis h pubs lies in Wacky 
Warehouses, Jungle Bungles' 
and even Captain Coconuts as 
“family friendly'’ outlets re- 
ceived another boost yesterday. 

The leisure group Allied 
Domecq announced a £150m 
expansion, over the next year, 
Y including the creation of more 


than 7,000 jobs and the devel- 
opment of 250 sites. The em- 
phasis will be on family appeal 
through “Wacky Warehouses" 
- purpose-built play bams at- 
tached to the group’s chain of 
Big Steak pubs. 

The managing director of 
Aided Domecq Leisure, Mar- 
tin Grant, said that they were 
meeting consumer demand: 
“Research has shown that more 
and more people are going out 


and eating out as a famil y. This 
has been aided by the relaxation 
of licensing laws which include 
the introduction of children’s 
certificates for pubs.” 

The group, which presently 
runs 30 Wacky Warehouses, is 
planning another 100 Big Steak 
ptibs, most with the family tar- 
geted barns attached. Big Steak 
pubs tend to take five times as 
much money as the average 
managed house. 


Allied Domecq are not 
alone. A spokesman for 
Green alls, which run 20 “Jun- 
gle Bungle” and “Captain 
Coconut” playbarns, said they 
were planning to act on a cus- 
tomer review. 

Whitbread, whose family 
chain is known as Brewer's 
Eayre, has 60 “Charlie Chalk’s 
Fun Factories" attached. A 
spokesman said the 280 Brew- 
ers I^yre will rise to 400 by 1997. 



Report 
to blame 
health 
bosses 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A report dealing with “serious 
allegations against named in- 
dividuals” in the former York- 
shire region of the NHS is to be 
published in full this week by the 
National Audit Office, it 
emerged yesterday. 

The move follows an inquiry 
ordered by Alan Lan glands, 
Lhe NHS chief executive, after 
Sir John Bourn, the head of the 
NAO, qualified the region's 
accounts last year. He declared 
that relocation packages to- 
talling £450.000, provided to 
four senior managers - includ- 
ing the then regional general 
manager and nls assistant - 
and to 13 consultants were ir- 
regular and outside the au- 
thority's powers. The deals 
involved helping buying out 
the negative equity on individ- 
uals’ homes after they took 
jobs with the region. 

The inquiry is. however, un- 
derstood to have raised fresh is- 
sues in the region, unconnected 
to the relocation deals, includ- 
ing doubts about the way a 
land deal involving a former psy- 
chiatric hospital was handled, 
queries about excessive hospi- 
tality, and questions about a sev- 
ere nee package for one 
manager. Inadequate records 
were available of some decisions. 

When Sir John qualified the 
region's 1992-93 accounts in Au- 
gust last year, Mr LangJands 
made clear he wanted the issues 
fully explored, declaring that 
“health authorities must not ex- 
ceed their powers” and that the 
“public rightly expects the high- 
est standards of public ac- 
countability and probity in the 
NHS. Nothing less will do.” 

He has now passed the report 
he ordered - which the De- 
partment of Health said yes- 
terday contains “serious 
allegations against named in- 
dividuals” - to the NAO for 
publication with its own com- 
mentary next week. Mr Lang- 
lands is to be quizzed on it % 
the Commons Public Accounts 
Committee later this month. 


In the world of knit shirts, 



Introducing the new Lands’ End* Interlochen. 


If you look in an atlas - even a good sized 
atlas - you may have trouble finding the 
Piura Valley of Peru. 

Its on the left shoulder of South America, 3° 
below the Equator, and miles from anywhere. 

It’s even miles from anywhere in Peru. 

You wouldn’t expect a place so remote to 
produce a shirt as civilized as our new 
Interlochen. 

But this is where Lands’ End - the Direct 
Merchants from America - had to go for it 

In fact without the cotton grown here - 
and the people who pick, knit and stitch it - 
our new Polo Shirt wouldn’t exist 

Some cotton, some pickin’ 

Cotton has a long history in Peru. In feet 
Peruvian farmers were growing 
it before Peru had a history. 

But the cotton in this 
shirt is a pima cotton — 
a variety that began 
its career in the - 
southwestern United 
States. Its long staples, 
or fibres, produce a finer, 
silkier yam. 

Hand-picked Peruvian pima- 
farmers took home a . plucked when it's good and ready 
Jew seeds and planted 
them, something miraculous happened. 

Maybe it was the hot, dry climate, maybe 
. the rich soiL But something in the Piura 
Valley made the pima staples grow even 
longer and silkier. (Local farmers said it was 
'“soft as an angel’s hair”) 



It would be sinful to pick such cotton by 
machine. A machine can’t tell which cotton 
bolls are ripe; it plucks everything, ready 
or not 

; So, our Peruvian friends still pick their 
pima by hand. 

Then they spin it, and knit it into a 40 
singles, 6.1 oz. fabric: almost a full ounce 
richer than our original Interlochen. 

They have no word for “hurry” 

Time is plentiful in Peru. And our shirt 
makers use a lot of it making this shirt 

First they place the fabric on long tables; 
and if it’s striped, they carefully pin it down 
before cutting. (Some shirt makers skip this: 
it shows later in ill-matched goods.) 

Then, in workrooms surprisingly 
modern for this neck of the 
woods, our Peruvian friends 
patiently stitch. 

They double-needle the 
seams, to lie flatter and 
look dressier. 

They add a tree-top vent 
at the bottom, where the 
sides come together. (Don’t 
know why it’s called tree-top; 
but it looks neater, and won’t 
unravel.) 

And the neck tape, made of the same soft 
fabric as the shirt, feels as comfortable as — 
well, as everything else about it 

Including the price: from £ 16. 

You could pay twice that -or more -for a 
shirt nowhere near as nice. 


If you want to see it in full, rich colour, 
look in our latest Lands' End catalogue. 
Which also contains lots of other classic. 



American style clothing, for men and women. 

It’s well worth a little 
exploration. 


1996 Lands.’ End 
Direct McrrkanL. UK Ltd. 




For our free catalogue call any time 
FREEPHONE: 0800 220 106 
quoting reference ZE. Or fax this coupon by 
FREEFAX: 0800 222 106 


■ Mr 

Address 


Post Code 3: 

Or mail to: Lands' End Direct Merchants. UK Limited. 
FREEPOST. Fillings Road, Oakham. Rutland LEI 5 6NY 
Registered in England #2583731 

Our Guarantee does not aflort your statutory rights. 

From time to time we make portions of our mailing list available to care- 
fully selected organizations whose products may be of interest to you. If 
you would prefer not to receive such mailing's, please lick this box. □ 
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CHARLES ARTHUR 

Professional climbers who are 
helping to evict Newbury livp ass 
protesters from trees are facing 
a ban from Training facilities in 
Sheffield, their base city. 

The move comes as a sxoud 
of elite climbers joined pro- 
testers along the Newbury site 
to teach them rope techniques 
to help in their campaign. 

The action against the 
climbers, who have been em- 
ployed at up to £2.000 a week 
for “rope access work"* to evict 
people at Newbury, marks an- 
other stage in a dispute which 
is exposing deep rifts within the 
tight-knit climbing community. 

“It's all gening pretty violent 
and aggressive." said Jem Mof- 
fatt. one of Britain's top 

climbers, yesterday. " You get 
mutes kicking each other in The 
head because one has been 
legally sworn in as a ‘policeman’ 
and is trying to handcuff the 
other while Tip a tree." 

Yesterday the Edge, one of 
Sheffield's two largest indoor 
climbing facilities, announced 
that anybody working for the 


rope access company at New- 
bury was banned from the cen- 
tre. "Three of the six names I've 
been given arc members," said 
PhD Rabins, the Edge's direc- 
tor. Tve taken this step because 
there is strong opposition to 
what they’re doing. They 
shouldn't be using climbing- 
based skills io evict people 
acting for the environment." 

The South Yorkshire city's 
other main training facility, the 
Foundry, is considering a sim- 
ilar ban. “We will speak to 
them first," said MoffatL who 
is a shareholder. 

Mam' climbers feel that evic- 
tions would be impossible with- 
out the rope access skills that 
arc being used by employees of 
Richard Turner Lid (RTL), of 
Chesterfield. Derbyshire. Mr 
Turner said: “1 have a core of 
people who are doing very safe 
work at Newbury, and I regu- 
larly get calls from people who 
want to do the work. In a few 
months it will nil be forgotten." 

But Mr Moffatl disagrees. “If 
RTL didn't have climbers get- 
ting people out of the trees, it 
would be almost impossible." 



A\ r AJM 1IIV/I 
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Watching brief: A bypass protester on the look out In a tree by the Kennet and Avon canal Photograph: Edwaiti Svte 
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unleashes the 

ever 24 hours 

sport - this weekend 










pion v challenger 


( Bruno, as he defends his lf you are a Sky subscriber check your March 
WBC Workf heavyweight title against Mike SkyTV § uid€ for terms and conditions and details 

TVspn. V^tch the whole event, exclusively how you 030 book this special w p* view event or 

Vfrbih 01.00am on 17th March. 



ring 0990 66 33 11 for further information. 
Alternatively contact your local cable operator. 


Naseem v Latwaf 

23.15 - Sat 16th 
^sports ^ 


Cricket Wbrtd Cup 

final 09.00 - Sun 17th 
^sports 



Rangers v Celtic 

13.15 - Sun 17th 

r?; 


fjriwf 1 ® details 


don’t miss this world-beat*^ 

weekend on 
16-17 March - 



so 



3^ 


NO TURNING BACK 


All the events listed above, except Bruno v Tyson, are automatically available to Sky Sports 

http://www.sky.co.uk 


subscribers. 



JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A woman walking her dogs 
was drowned by someone who 
tied her hands behind her back 
and threw her alive into a riv- 
er, it was disclosed yesterday. 

The attack on Karen Skipper, 
34, is believed to have been sex- 
ually motivated - she had been 
stripped from the waist down - 
although a post-mortem exam- 
ination did not reveal any signs 
of a sexual assault 

Ms Stopper’s body was found 
on Sunday submerged in five - 
feet of water in the river Ely, ' 
□ear Car diff Her hands had 
been bound with a dog feash 
and she had cuts and bruises. 

A man walking his dog alert- 
ed the police after he discovered 
Mfr Skipper’s distressed pets, 
^waiting on the river batik. 

•' - ft was also revealed that the 
pplke are examining the mur- 
(ter files of<3eraIdine Palfc, 27* 
-who was found stabbed to death 
in December 1990 less than a 
mile from where Ms Skipper's 
body was found.- Hbwever, de- 
tectives believe tbere are un- 
likely to be any links.. 

- Police believe Ms Sapper w as 
attac ked at about midnight oir 
Saturday as she u nited hm-dogg 
The areaispopularwith children, 
dog walkers an&angteis, but is 
unfit. She was found face down 
m the river wearing a' jacket, 
sweater and T-shirt The rest of ; 
her clothes were cm the hank ] 

^ Keg Bean, 63*. who found fier*^ 
sai± “When I got to the field I • 
noticed the dogs. When they 


came running towards tat; I 
could see they had been sitting 
bn a pah jean& Tbegan to &ac 
the worst when there was still 
nosign of the owner andT could 
see a dark shadow under the 
surface of the water. ^ 


. ry Ewington said a post-mortem 
examination showed that. Ms 
Skipper drowned. Hevaddect 
“ItK a horrifying murder because ; 
we know' that Karen was -afifee 
when she went into the water/ 

. .It is not known whether she 
was conscious when she: was 
pushed into the river. Further- 


out to discover if she was rimed. 

Del Supt Ewingfon, wiuijs 
heading die murder inqtmy.said ' 
Ms Skipper was last seen afire- 
at about .1130pm when ^she / 
left the house she shared With 
friends nearby. Police bon- 
firmed her former husbandhad- i 
been spoken tb, but not : in " 
relation to the murder. / . 





Karen 


Hands tiled 
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The Knight's Tomb • 

Ey Samuef Taylor Coleridge ' - •“ y 

MiertW$ie grew* ofSirArdu^&kdfyn ?■-. 

Where may^hegraiepfihatgaod man be! ? - 
beside of a spring- bathe breast of 
Under the twigs of a young birch tree! .. . • 

The oak that in summerwas sweet to hear, .A-'vSfc 

its letnm in thefuhcf the year; ' 

And whistled, and roared in the waiter alone, 
lif&ate, -arid die birch in its stead is grown. 

The Knight's bones are dust, - • 

And his goodsWord rust; - -. ■ • Lt\---^ag ESK i.: 

His soul is noth the saints, I trust. " . 

Coleridge was. the master of the creative fragmen^^^S:’ 
so to speak, in the artist’s sketchbook and this^brt ri^^S 

of what P*™* out of him. It appeSllW 
section “Visionaiy Fragments’ o( Coleridge SdectrAP tiM&i^ 
sen and annotated by Richard Hofebes and published 
ty HaipeiOoflins. hfext year sees the publication of " 

°f Coleridge's biography, Coieridge^^^, 
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Young underclass has 


‘no hope for future’ 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


An underclass of up to 200,000 
unemployed young people 

aged be wren IS and 20 has fall- 
en through the saFety net of 
educational and training 

. opportunities and has little or 
. no hope of obtaining work. 

The Codings of a study fund- 
ed by the Department for 
. Education and Employment, 
reveal a growing army of young- 
sters - nearly one in eight of 
their age group - who have left 
school without qualifications 
and who lack even the most 
basic skills to farce their way 
. into the labour market. 

‘•With low self-worth, little 
pride in their community, na 
hope for the future and feelings 
of rejection, some young peo- 
ple feel they have no option but 
to mm to violence, drugs, crime 
and rioting,'’ says the report 

The youngsters are “unable 


or unwilling" to take their 
places in society at a critical 
stage in their transition into the 


adult workforce, says the report 
which was commissioned by 


the 1 DO-strong network of em- 
ployer-led Training and Enter- 
prise Councils. 

The study says: “We believe 
that disaffection among?! young 
people serves to delay their tran- 
sition to adulthood. It keeps 
them dependent either on the 
state, family or social organi- 
sations. For some disaffection 
is due to an absence of a posi- 
tive work ethic." 

While a disclaimer is 
attached to the report, stating 
that the findings do nol neces- 
sarily represent the view of the 
Department, the conclusions 
will be given added weight by 
the fact" that the Government 
funded it on behalf of the 
TECs. The report gives no 
credit for government policy on 
tbe issue. 


Typically the young people 
have low personal esteem, they 
are at high risk of homelessness, 
drug abuse and are prone to 
commit offences. “Young peo- 
ple feel that adults do not lis- 
ten to diem. They fee! ignored 
and isolated,” tbe report says. 

The report, Disaffection and 
Non -Participa don in Education, 


Training and Employment by 
individuals aged 18-20, warned 
that a “growing socaaJ cost” 
would have to be paid unless tbe 
problem is addressed. 

A “high degree of scepticism" 
was found among young people 
and their support organisations 
about the true purpose of gov- 
ernment education and training 
programmes. Most said the 
programmes lacked long-term 
opportunities, paid low rewards 
and provided poor quality. 

Out of a population of 1.7 
million young people agedlS to 
20. between 100,000 and 
200,000 are failing to take ad- 


vantage of education, training 
and employment opportuni- 
ties. 

Young people's problems are 
complex, but most are “re- 
silient and willing to •accept 
help.” the rejport says. 

Strong evidence was found 
that unemployment among eth- 
nic minorities was “hyper cycli- 
cal” so that when the economy 
is contracting joblessness rose 
much faster and to a higher 
peak than among white people. 

Chris Humphries, director of 
policy at the TECs' national 
council, said his organisations 
had a strategic role to play in ad- 
dressing the needs of (he young 
people, but warned that they 
could not tackle the problems 
alone. 

□ Disaffection and Non- 
Participation in Education, 
Training and Employment by 
individuals aged 18-20, Aspire 
Consultants, 299 EccleshaLI 
Road. Sheffield Sll 5NX. 



Wheels of protest: John Owen outside Labour, headquarters in south-east 
other disabled people to lobby for a greater commitment by the party to disabled rights Photograph. Jane saner 
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school drive 


JUDITH JUDD 7 

Education Editor 


Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of State for Education,' was 
cautioosyesterday about Down- 
ing Street policy unit proposals 
to allow parents to set up new 
grammar schools. . 

She said that tbe Govern- 
ment was . in favour of some 
schools selecting pupils but re- 
fused to be drawn on propos- 
als for parents and businesses 
to start grammar schools using 
public or private funds. 

David Bhmkett, Labour's 
education spokesman, said: 
“Mrs Shephard is once again 
having to pul John Major back 
on the leash and ispouringcold 
water on his plans." - \ 

Hepointed out that John Bat- 
ten, Mrs Shephard’s predeces- 
sor, had floated similar plans at 
Mr Major's behest but they 
bad been dropped through lack 
of interest 

Mrs Shephard, who was 
attending the Grant Maintained 
Schools Centre annual confer- 
ence. said selection gave parents 
more choice and raised stan- 
dards. She is examining pro- 
posals to extend selection by 
increasing the percentage of 
pupils schools can select with- 
out her permission from 10 to 
15 per cent 

The Department for Educa- 
tion said that Mr Patten's pro- 
posals for parents, religious 
groups and others to set up 


schools, including grammar 
schools, were still in place. So 
far no new selective schools 
have been started. 

In a speech to grant main- 
stained' school heads in Birm- 
ingham, Mirs Shephard said 
Labour wauldtake away opted- 
. Out schools’ freedom though 
Tbny Blair and Harriet Harman 
had chosen op ted -out schools 
feu thefr drSdren. Mr Blair and 
Ms Hannan are both sending 
sons to the Oiratoiy giant main- 
tamed school m west London. 
* Mrs Shephard warned that 
Labourwould restore the pow-? 
er of local authorities oyer 
schools “taking away all the 
; freedoms for. whkh you have 
fought these freedoms which 
are producing such excellent re- 
sults -the vety characteristics 
of grant-maintained schools 


apparently so prized by Mr 
Blair and Ms Harman - but not 


Blair and Ms Harman - but not 
by Mr Bhmkett, Labour's shad- 
ow education secretary. Mr 
BlunJtett is even now busy fight- 
ing the attempt by. a primary 
school in his constituency to go 
grant-maintained.” 

Shesaid Labour plans would 
mean a reduction in freedom for 
some local authority schools ‘ 
who would find a higher pro- 
portion of their budgets kept 
back by councils. All schools 
would -have to negotiate their 
admissions policies' with local 
authorities -an unprecedented 
intrusion into the freedom of 
church schools. 
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by Saddam’s regime during Gulf war invasion 

UN under pressure to 
continue Iraq embargo 


DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 

Kuwait is pressing the United 
Nations Security Council to 
maintain the post -Gulf war 
trade embargo on Iraq, even if 
Baghdad is able eventually to 
provide final proof that it no 
longer has weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The lobbying campaign, led 
by the Kuwaiti ambassador in 
New York, Mohammed Abul- 
hasan, reached a new pitch last 
week, diplomats said, when the 
Security Council was due to re- 
consider the UN sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after its invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990. As expected, 
the sanctions were renewed. 

Kuwait, which has directed its 
energies at the non-aligned 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil, including China, is insisting 
that all the sanctions should re- 
main in place until 600 Kuwaiti 
prisoners of war as well as 
missing Kuwaiti military equip- 


ment are returned or accounted 
for by Iraq. 

Kuwait is increasing its efforts 
with a conference in London 
aimed at publicising the plight 
of the missing Kuwaitis, taken 
to Iraq after the 1990 invasion. 
Guest speakers at the confer- 
ence, which began yesterday and 
continues today, organised by 
the Kuwaiti National Commit- 
tee for Missing Persons and Pris- 
oner of Wit Affairs, include 
Baroness Thatcher, the former 
US President George Bush, 
the Foreign Secretary. Mal- 
colm Rifkrad, the Gulf war 
Commander General Sir Peter 
de la BHliere. and leading mem- 
bers of Kuwait's royal family. 

With little prospect .of Iraq es- 
caping the sanctions in the near 
future, the intensity of Kuwait's 
lobbying efforts have puzzled 
some officials in New York. 
“There is no way ihatthe sanc- 
tions are going to be lifted any 
time soon.” one diplomat said. 

Attitudes towards Iraq have 


hardened in recent days be- 
cause of renewed harassment of 
UN officials in Baghdad living 
to verify the annulment of the 
weapons programmes. Yester- 
day, UN inspectors were blocked 
from entering an underground 
site in Baghdad. It was the 
second stand-off in four days. 

In the meantime. Iraq and the 
UN began the second round of 
talks in New York on imple- 
menting an existing Security 
Council resolution dial would 
allow Baghdad to export limited 
quantities of oil - up to a max- 
imum value of $2bn (£13bn) 
over six months - on condition 
that all the proceeds are used 
to buy humanitarian supplies. 

There was muted optimism 
that the talks might end in 
agreement. Iraq has previously 
scorned the offer as an in- 
fringement of its sovereignty. But 
if it calculates that the chances 
of an end to the wider sanctions 
remain remote, it may be more 
templed to accept foe deal. 


Human rights; Court case casts shadow over conference to highlight abuses 


over 




JOJOMOYES 

As Kuwait seeks to highlight hu- 
man. rights abuses by Iraq in a 
conference that began in Lon : 
don yesterday, it has been em- 
barrassed by. allegations- in 
Britain about its own record. 

Sulaiman al-Adsani, 35, a 
Brilisb-bompiJat, alleges he was 
tortured in Kuwait by members 
of the ralingfarnDy and later in- 
timidated by Kuwaiti govern- 
ment representatives in Bri tain. 
Yesterday be began a High 
■Court appeal against a ruling 
whichprevents him from claim- 
ing damages for torture against 
the Kuwait government. 

In a test case, Mr Adsani, whd 
still wears surgical gloves for his 
injuries, is challenging a ruling 
that he cannot sue Kuwait for 
compensation in the English 
courts because of the 1978 
State Immunity Act. 

.The two-day appeal hearing 
in the High Court is a potential 
embarrassment for Kuwait as it' 
coincides with a top Jetel 
Kuwaiti human rights confer- 
ence in London. Mr Adsani’s 


Sufahnan al -Adsani: Claims 
he was repeatedly beaten 

QC, John Macdonald, yesterday 
asked the Court of Appeal to. 
takea “bold step” and rulethat 
UK citizens “should be entitled 
to have resort to our courts in 
respect -of. wrongs committed 
abroad”. He said that state im- 
munity should not be granted 
“because all countries through-? 
ofo foe worid accept foal torture 
has been outlawed”. 

^Mr Adsani flew with the 
Kuwaiti air force before the 
Gulf war and joined resistance 
fighters after being grounded by 
the Iraqi invasion. He alleges 
that in May 1991 he was held in 
a state security prison accused 
of cheating copies of a porno- 
graphic video showing a mem- 
ber of foe royal family. Sheikh 
Jaber ' al-Sabah al-Saud al- 
Sabah, in a sexual encounter. 

Mr Adsani daims he was re- 
peatedly beaten by Sheikh 
Jaber and others and that his 
head was held under water in 
a swimming pool containing 
dead bodies. He suffered seri- 
ous burns after be was locked 
in a room where mattresses 
were soaked in petrol and set . 
on fire. . 

Since arriving in London in 


May 1991, he said, he had re- 
ceived threats to his life from 
Kuwaiti government agents, ex- 
acerbating foe post-traumatic 
stress disorder from which he 
still suffered. 

Mr Macdonald told Lord 
Justices Stuait-Smith and \tard 
arid Mr Justice Buckley that Mr 
Adsani’s brother had visited 
foe Kuwaiti ambassador in Lon- 
don to be told that Mr Adsani 
had “deserved his punishment” 
because he was considered a 
criminal who bad betrayed 
- Kuwait by publicising his case 
in the Western media. The am- 
bassador, it was alleged, warned 
that Mr Adsani could be killed. 

Mr Macdonald said that 
when states embarked on tor- 
ture foe “cloak ofhmmmity 
vided by international law 
away”. He argued that only 
states which acted in accordance 
with international law were im- 
mune from the jurisdiction of 
the En glish courts. 

If Mr Adsani’s claim is al- 
lowed to go ahead, it is likely to 
have consequences for a wide 
range of other cases against gov- 
ernments accused of iniquitous 
_ acts. 

On tsTHf! Affcani^ 

who was accompanied by 
Ketfo'Cannichad, honorary th- 
ree Lor of foe anti-torture or- 
ganisation Redress, claimed 
that the Kuwaiti conference in 
London had been scheduled to 
: overshadow his case. “It's an 
. amazing coincidence, isn’t it? 
They're cleaning their image, 
particularly regarding human 
v rights," be said. 

Sheikh Salem al-Sabah, one 
of the conference organisers, 

. said yesterday that be could not 
comment on foe case when 
asked if. he was happy with 
Kuwait's' own human rights 
record in the light of Mr Ad- 
sanfs daims. U I assure you 
there is no comparison ber 
tween Kuwait and Iraq, be- 
cause the Kuwaiti people have 


foe Iraqi authorities,” he sail 

Two or three atrocities may 
have occurred, but the scale 
wasn't comparable. 'Tt’s hardly 
to be mentioned,” be added. 

Kuwait has often been ac- 
cused of accentuating foe evils 
of Iraq while seeking to play 
down its own problems. Em- 
barrassment may be com- 
pounded by a report in 
yesterday's New York Observer 
which claimed that foe best- 
selling book The Rape of Kuwait: 
The true story of Iraqi atrocities 
against a driuan population, 
was a piece of Kuwaiti govern- 
ment funded propaganda. 

The newspaper said that the 
book which included foe wide- 
ly disseminated claims that 
Iraqi soldiers tore babies from 
Kuwaiti hospital inrabaiprs and 
•left them to die, was subsidised 
by the Kuwaiti government. 

Both the appeal and the 
conference continue today. 
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Flatte n your stom- 
ach. There are two 
principal compo- 
nents to this exer- 
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•rsevere, you could 
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delivery. 
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Apartheid on 
trial as Malan 
faces court 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

One hy one the 20 men, black 
and white, stood up in the 
crowded Durban courtroom lo 
proclaim iheir innocence and 
denv that they had anything to 
do with the death squad that 
gunned down 13 people, main- 
ly women and children, nine 
vears ago. They entered their 
pleas of not guilty in either Zulu 
or Afrikaans while protesters 
and a police armed with a wa- 
ter cannon took up positions 
outside the court building. 

It was a dramatic and fitting 
opening to what has been billed 
as South Africa's trial of the 
decade. 


a corner of our history which has 
hitherto been dark and secret 
That process has now begun. It 
is a process of troth and justice, “ 
he told the courtroom. 

The charges against Gener- 
al Malan and the others relate 
to the murder in KwaZulu- 
Natal on 21 January 1987 of 13 
people, five of them children, 
during a hit-squad-style attack 
on the borne of an ami- 
apartheid activist linked to Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress { ANC). The 
target was said to be a youth 
leader, Victor Ntuli, who was 
not at the house at the time of 
the attack and survived only to 
be killed by assassins three 
years later. 


In the dock: General Magnus Malan is charged with 
conspiracy to murder 13 people Photograph: Reuter 


The trial of the former de- 
fence minister General Magnus 
Malan and 19 co-defendants is 
not just another murder case- It 
represents the first time since 
the advent of black majority rule 
in South Africa that senior of- 
ficials in the former white mi- 
nority governments have been 
tried for apartheid-era crimes. 
Perhaps even more significant- 
ly, it marks the first attempt to 
examine in a courtroom how the 
old regime operated when try- 
ing to crush its black opponents. 

The prosecutor, the Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal attorney general. 
Tun McNally, drove home these 
points in bis opening state- 
ment. “The prosecution will 
cast a shaft of judicial light to 


Mr McNally will argue that 
the 20 accused - five generals, 
a vice-admiral and six senior 
army officers, the Zulu Inkatha 
Freedom Party deputy secretary 
general Zakhele Khumalo, a se- 
curity policeman and and six 
former policemen from the old 
apartheid-era Zulu homeland - 
are all guilty of either murder 
or conspiracy to commit 
murder. 

The case against General 
M3lan and the officers in the 
dock revolves around the pros- 
ecutions assertions that they 
were the masterminds of a 
covert operation which led to 
the massacre. The operation. 
Mr McNally alleged, was in- 
tended to fuel violence among 


blades, through state funding for 
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
movement, which by then was 
fighting ANC supporters in the 
Zulu heartland. 

According to the indictment. 
General Malan and the others 
set up and trained a paramili- 
tary group for Inkatha, and 
that members of this force were 
responsible for what is known 
as the KwaMaidbutha massacre. 

President Mandela and the 
ANC have long maintained 
that the apartheid regimes 
worked with Inkatha to form 
what has been called a “third 
force" to promote black on 
black violence and destabilise 
the struggle against white rule. 

The first prosecution 
witnesses in the case, mainly 
former policeman, were called 
to the stand yesterday to de- 
scribe the crime scene. The tri- 
al is 

expected to be both lengthy and 
expensive. Mr McNally de- 
fended the cost of the trial say- 
ing that no macter what the 
price justice has to be served in 
this particular case. 

One figure in particular is 
expected to loom large over the 
trial although be may not ever 
appear in court: Chief Mango- 
sulhu Buthelezl the Inkatha 
leader. The indictments against 
General Malan detail Chief 
Bulhelezfs role in setting up the 
paramilitary unit. Court pa- 
pers indicate that Chief 
Butbelezi met senior South 
African military officials on at 
least four occasions to discuss 
the formation of the group. The 
papers said that the men sought 
to keep their relationship secret 
because exposure could damage 
the chiefs status as an opponent 
of apartheid 

Mr McNally declined to 
charge Chief Buthelezi when he 
indicted General Malan and the 
others in December. Ever since 
then passions around the case 
have run hig h- Yesterday was no 
exception. A large group of 
Inkatha supporters outside the 
court chanted and danced 
protests, near a group of ANC 
demonstrators. Eventually the 
police used a water cannon to 


Trading places: A Nato plane lands at Sarajevo airport as a Serb truck leaves the' suburb of Ilidza which is to be 
taken over by the Croat-Muslim government today Photograph: Dan ilo Krstanovic/ Reuter 



Bosnian 

army 

with 

$100m 


■The United States said yester- 
day it planned to gi ve SlOOm to 
beta the Muslim-Craat federa- 
tion in Bosnia build an army 
able to match the Bosnian 
Serbs, Reuter reports- . 

James Pardew, US special 
representative for Military Sta- 
bilisation in the Balkans, said 
details of the controversial 
funding- would be made avail- 
able at a conference in Ankara, 
Turkey, on Friday. 

Several European countries 
have voiced unease over the US 
“train and equip" project, say- 
ing it risked sending the wrong 
messages and undenriining a re- 
gional disarmament drive. 

“We want to reduce weapons 
in Bosnia," Mr Pardew said, but 
added a second way of spread- 
ingsecurity was to “improve the 
quality of a future federation 
force". 

He dismissed European wor- 
ries, saying the training and 
equipment would only be avail- 
able to the federation, the frag- 
ile entity on which the 
long-term success of the Day- 
ton peace accord rests. 

He added that a military bal- 
ance would help ensure the 
peace accord lasted beyond the 
end of the year when Nato’s 
60,000-strong Implementation 
Force (I-Fbr) left the country, 
but admitted US. policy was 
based oh “a gamble, with the 
federation". He accepted that 
the federation has yet to create 
a defence ministry or merge the 
rival Groat and Muslim armies. 

Meanwhile in Sarajevo, ^Bosn- 
ian Serbpolice set fire to their 
station, fired pistols in the air 
and threw hand grenades in a 
drunken departure from the 
subnib of Hidza yesterday. 

Civilians ducked behind cars 
and - French. Nato troops 
crouchedwfih Weapons ready as 
a line of cars full Of raucous, 
Serb police drove around the 
town centre wavinga Serb flag. 

Muslim firemen from near- 
by Hrasoica, escoitedby Nato. 
quickly put out thestttion fire. 

'Other fires also burned in 
Hidza, dnie of two Sarajevo sub- 
urbs yet to be transferred from 
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insurance quote, 
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R.M.Q. stands for Reducing to Match Quote. This is when 
an insurer drops their price in order to match another company's 
price. And although you appear to be paying less, you just 
end up with less cover. Midland shuns this practice, 
it only results in customers receiving inadequate insurance. 
Instead we concentrate on making sure that your policy fits your 
individual needs. Phone Midland fora quote now on 0800 277 377. 
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ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Having successfully defied a 
ban on entering his native land, 
Felix Habsburg, the youngest 
son of the last Emperor of 
Austria and King of Hungary, 
yesterday called on the gov- 
ernment in Vienna to lift all re- 
strictions on his freedom to 
return home. 

Accompanied by his lawyers, 
Mr Habsburg, now 79 and the 
most senior member of the 
family never to have renounced 
any claim to the imperial 
throne, declared that since join- 
ing the European Union at the 
beginning of last year, Austria 
no longer had the right to bar 
him from the country. 

But he was quick to dash any 
hopes diehard monarchists may 


have had that he was launching 
a bid fora Habsburg comeback. 

“I have no intention of be- 
coming active politically ... I 
am too old for that,” he said. “I 
also have no intention cf call- 
ing into question [the fact that 
Austria is now] a Republic." 

Felix Habsburg was less than 
three years old when his father. 
Emperor Karl I, was forced to 
step down and go into exile fol- 
lowing defeat in the First World 
Wax and the dismembering of 
the Austro-Hungarian empire 
that followed. 

• in the almost 80 years since, 
he has lived in Portugal Bel- 
gium, the United States and, 
most recently, Mexico. In all 
that time, he has only been per- 
mitted to return to Anstria 
once, for three days in 1989, to 
attend the funeral of his moth- 


Monsignor owns 
up to theft of 
weeping Madonna 


ANDREW G UMBEL 

Rome 

Monsignor Aldo Rosatj has al- 
ways bad a weakness for relics 
of the Vugin Mary. That cer- 
tainly explains why he was in 
Civitavecchia at the weekend, 
together with a 50-strong group 
of pilgrims from Bologna, to 
venerate the plaster statue of 
the Madonna that hit the head- 
lines last year after it was seen 
weeping tears of human blood. 

Arid maybe it also explains 
why. on seeing a copy of the stat- 
ue in a shrine in the owners' gar- 
den, the good Monsignor 
simply picked it up, put an im- 
itation in its place and walked 
oft with it stashed away in a bag. 

Yesterday the city of Civi- 
tavecchia, along with the 
Catholic hierarchy in Bologna, 
was squirming with embarrass- 
ment at the news that a 73-year- 
old cleric had apparently 
committed an act of larceny in 
the name of religious veneration. 

Admittedly. Monsignor 
Rosati did not filch the original 
weeping Madonna, which sits in 
a special chapel in the local 
church behind a screen of bul- 
let-proof glass. But he took the 
next best thing, a copy blessed 
by the Pope’s special adviser on 


miracles. Cardinal Andrzej 
Deskur, from the garden of the 
Gregpri family which first re- 
ported the miraculous weeping. 
To compound the crime, he also 
took a stone out of the home- 
made shrine in which the 
statue stood. 

It didn't take long for the 
Gregori family to spot the theft 
since the replacement statue, 
was badly chipped. The police 
soon linked the incident to the 
Bolognese pilgrims, and with- 
in hours a highway patrol - 
lights flashing and sirens blaz- 
ing - had pulled their coach over 
on the main Rome -Mil an 
motorway near Arezzo. 

One by one the passengers 
were asked to open their tegs, 
until eventually Father Aldo 
produced the statue of his own 
accord saving be had taken it 
with the assent of the Gregori 
family - a story the Gregbris 
vigorously deny. 

Theft has been a failing of 
Italian Catholics ever since the 
city of Venice stole the body of 
St Mark from Alexandria in the 
8th century. Yesterday, the 
Bologna Curia did its best to de- 
fend Monsignor Rosati, saying 
he had acted in “absolute good 
faith” and blaming the media 
for giving him sleepless nights. 


er, Zita. The original law ban- 
ning Habsbuig family mem- 
bers from entering Austria was 
passed at a time when there 
were still many in the country 
who would have supported a 
restoration of the monarchy 
and for marry years Felix and his 
two older brothers lived in 
hope that they would one day 
receive the call. . ' 

After the Second World War, 
however, most members of the 
family- most significantly Karl's 
oldest son and heir,- Otto - 
abandoned such dreams and, in 
return for renouncing any claim 
to the throne, or properties, 
were allowed to visit whenever 
they wanted. 

Unlike his brother Otto, who 
went on to become a prominent 
member of the European Par- 
liament, Felix Habsburg never 


signed the renunciation and 
even yesterday said be still bad 
no intention of doing so. 

Although be never agreed on 
the ban, Mr Habsburg had lit- 
tle choice but to obey it until 
Austria's membership of the 
European Union last year led 
to a relating its border controls 
with countries to the- west In- 
deed, his successful entry to the 
country was.by car from* neigh- 
bouring Germany, from which 
he was waved through by a bor- 
der guard who barely bothered 
to look at his passport. 


day played down Mr Habs- 
burg's unauthorised visit wfaicb 
they'admitted they bad been 
powerless to prevent They said 
they would consider his re- 
quest to begranted fall freedom 
to travel fo Austria 
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Forget Sir James Goldsmith the billionaire playboy with a glamorous daughter married to Pakistan’s favourite son. Now he has 
a political mission: to force a referendum on Europe. As Paul Vallely reports, it is more than an eccentric hobby 

Why this man is Major’s nightmare 




I t was a curious collection. In the bowels of 
a Bournemouth hotel the high priest of par- 
liamentary Euro-sceptidsm, VftBiam 
was throwing a private party, for a selected few 
of the hundreds of true believers who had 
filled the -hotel's ballroom for what turned out 
to be the biggest of the fringe meetings at the 
. Conservative Party conference. 

- It was a gathering of the hard right. In the 
centre of the room Norman Tebbitt was in con- 
versation with Boris Johnson of the Daily Tele- 
graph. In the comer the young historian 
Andrew Roberts was holding court But there 
was no doubt who was the centre of attention. 
Sir James Goldsmith, the star speaker at the 
rally. His foray into British politics seems 
whimsical, a pastime for a rich man grown 
bared with business. 

That was two years ago. Yesterday Sir James 
bought full-page advertisements in four 
national newspapers making clear that the ref- 
erendum idea being floated by theprime min- 
ister — on the lone issue of a single currency 
-would be an “empty gesture”. He called for 
voters to support his new Referendum Party, 
which is dedicated to a full debate “on the sort 
of Europe of which Britain wants to be part". 
Britain has seen oddball fringe parties before. 
Birt this is different The Anglo-French bil- 
lionaire Member of the European Parliament 
has vowed to put at least £2flm behind his new 
party, which will put up candidates in every 
constituency at the next general election 
where the sitting MP is not committed to a ref- 
erendum. 

Yesterday a Tory party memo revealed that 
Sir James has a staff of 23 who have processed 
applications from 1,000 potential candidates, 
of idiom some 300 have been approved. 
“These candidates are credible; some are for- 
merConservatives and are not fringe nutters," 
it sad. More than that, it has a database of 
25,000 supporters and is preparing a direct 
mail campaign of 30,000 letters in 25 con- 
stituencies. It has commissioned a telephone 
canyissihg company, is about to .take on a 
majoi advertising company and is in discus- 
sions with the opinion pollsters MORI. 

Tht party is still grading marg inal seats to 
selecthg those it will target It has already 
: decided to concentrate on Labour marginals 
iwiih significant Asian communities. But its 
-chief ficus will be Conservative seats. Tbry 
MPsin he 90 most marginal seats, those with 
tnajorites up to 7,000. are in various states of 
alarm, ley fear that a referendum candidate 
fould cot them 1,000 votes or more and make 
jhefr^foorevulnerable to a Labour swing, 
{he seer tlbity Central Office memo yester- 
day prefixed it could cost the party 25 seats. 

;• The exernal threat from Sir James, com- 
Qned win the interna] pressures generated 


f-Mr M.jor, under pressure from his party 
chapnan Brian Mawhinney, is inching 
towards a eferendum to endorse a derision 
by t|e Caboet that Britain should join a sin- 
gle qmency Yet Sir James is not a Euro-scep- 
tic tith more mcmey and idiosyncrasies than 
most On nany issues hie holds radically dif- 
ferent views What is as yet' unknown, and 
troubling foi Mr Major is just how powerful 
Sir junes coild be, not just this week as the . 
Toq party debates what position Britain 
shoid take n the forthcoming fnter-Gov- 
emijenta] Ctnference on the future of the 
Ear foe an Union, but over the next few 
monhs in theron-up to the election. 

SijJEunes Goldsmith is the British version 


of the Nineties busin essman -D irned-politician. 
America has Steve Forbes, the multi-miHion- 
aiie presidential candidate, following the 
path pioneered by Ross Perot. Italy has bad 
Silvio Berlusconi and France Bernard Tapie. 
Certainly Sir James is as formidable an eccen- 
tric as aziy of the others. The son of a Tory MR 
he started making money while still at Eton, 
winning £8,000 on the horses. He went on to 
make an estimated S2bn as an international 
deal maker before deriding that the market 
was a house of cards and presriently selling 
most of his companies in 1987 - just before 
the Wall Street crash. 

Sir James is also formidably clever. Like 
many men who have run large business 
empires, he likes to deal in apparently sim- 
ple, sweeping generalisations that could erther 
be profound or mundane. Given his track 
record as an investor, it's probably worth bet- 
ting on him being profound. 

The political philosophy he developed 


has ever been here. He won a seat in the Euro- 
pean Parliament having formed a new party. 
LAuire Europe, which secured 13 other 
MEPs. They have formed an alliance with a 
Danish and a Dutch MEP to form the ami- 
federalist Groupe Europe des Nations, of 
which he is president- 
This protectionism is anathema to the 
right in the UK whose economics have long 
been steeped in the free-market liberalism of 
Adam Smith and David Ricardo. Goldsmith 
is in favour of a European free market sur- 
rounded by a tariff wall. He does not share 
most Euro-sceptics' desire to see Britain as the 
“Hong Kong of Europe”, competing in the 
world market unfettered by European regu- 
lations. His desire for some strong Euro insti- 
tutions to supervise joint foreign, defence and 
environmental policies has provoked public 
fury from Conservative anti-Europeans and 
the rival Euro-sceptic UK Independence 
Party, whose leader Dr Alan Sked dismissed 


A few thoughts on life, the universe and everything 


me whpJiasbad the good fortune to succeed in business should 

_ _ Jut tip jheir money fora cause that they believe in," 

j^ttn>B^iTCer(^p5ng.tifo FrimriiaudOTSat^Guitry):“WheD one marries ones 
a 1 vacancy," 



. . >cohc^k»ofwheterityraats to'go.” , 

iwibvBntionafwonomics: -People tell me that things are much better in England, 
washing machines ami freezers per family than there used to be. 
way of measuring ccmfentment, social stability and prosperity." 
f Eo^aBd musi have therigbt to votexm things that wiD change 
'^yTOftbe nafiou,-Tb mast that these ebaugescan aroe about without thought. 

3 ’tote, is martoess. It’s sleepwalking into an electric saw." 
a single currency would unleash centrifugal forces that 
» Ssqafo ^t^^urop^ajjart. lam a pas^prialfi European. I am also passionately against 
‘ foy. cppqatKm'xojpstK»ty 
L ' w ~ i ~ world: “They are seDingBritain as the Mexico of 
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after leaving business was a reaction against 
the globalisation of markets from which he 
had profited so hugely and yet which he had 
begun to suspect would eventually self- 
destruct Three years ago he published The 
Trap, a tract arguing against the received wis- 
dom on free trade: 

“Global free trade will shatter the way in 
which value-added is shared between capital 
and labour „ In mature societies, we nave 
been able to develop a general agreement as 
to how it should be shared Overnight that 
agreement will be destroyed by the arrival of 
huge populations willing to undercut radically 
.the salaries earned by our workforces. The 
social divisions that this will cause will be 
deeper than anything ever envisaged by 
Marx.-" 

The opening up of world trade to the four 
billion low-wage workers in China and East 
Asia threatens not just the economic pros- 
perity of the West but its social 
cohesion, he warned, echoing 
fashionable communitarian 
ideas as well as Pat 
Buchanan's populism. All 
this has gone down terribly , 
well in France where the 
protectionist response 
to “filthy foreigners 
who pinch our jobs” i% 
far more politically;, 
respectable than it 


it as “the politics of Sunset Boulevard prac- 
tised by an ageing playboy plutocrat". 

Nor are the Tbry right in sympathy with 
Goldsmith's attacks on the damage done to 
the Third World by Western culture, which 
reflect his dark green ecological views. The 
trouble is they cannot afford to pass up an ally 
who so vehemently opposes the slither to fed- 
eralism In Europe that they fear and who is 
prepared to match the main parties" election 
spending to campaign against it. 

There is no precedent for such a well- 
funded spoiler party in British politics and with 
an election that may be finely balanced its 
- Influence could be critical. The leading 
psephologist Colin Railings of the University 
of Plymouth reckons that if Goldsmith wins 
just 1.5 per cent of the vote (taking two-thirds 
of his votes from Tories) it would cost John 
Major 11 or 12 


seats. No wonder dial the Prime Minister is 
calculating how much he will have to concede 
to spike Sir James’s guns. 

His strategy is as yet unkuwn. Most com- 
mentators Lhi’nk Goldsmith & Co might win 
on a single currency referendum but lose a 
more general referendum on European inte- 
gration as the public's irritation with Brussels 
would be outweighed by its collective fear of 
being left behind by the rest of Europe. 

Those w ho hare worked closely with him 
in the past insist that the man is an acute 
strategist. “There will be a strategic . 
goal.” said one confidant hopefully, 
before conceding he had no idea 
what it was. 

One possibility, some associ- 
ates venture, is that the Refer- 
endum Party is merely “a tactic 
in a longer-term strategy to re- 
orientate the right afieran elec- 
toral defcaL and even, possibly, 
after a split in the Tory Parly". 

Goldsmith's aim then ivould he 
to brine part of the party over 
to protectionism so that the 
kind of debate which is going 
on among US Republicans 
could become respectable 
here. Not since Oswald 
Moselv has a mainstream 
British politician flirted 
with such though ts. Oth- 
ers are more disdainful. 

Echoing Kenneth 
Clarke's dismissal of 
Goldsmith as an eccen- 
tric millionaire, who . 
lives in Paris and Mex- 
ico. and who should 
not be interfering in 
British politics, they 
describe him as a 
piqued maverick who i! 
just operates on whim. 

“He's clever and shrewc 
on one leveL" said one 
doubter yesterday, “he't 
formidable intellectually < 
but he lacks political ' 
common sense". It will 
yet be some lime before 
it is clear which of the ver- 
dicts history might pass. 

Either way, as John Major 
charts a way to keep his 
warring fractious party 
together a complication on 
the scale of Sir James is 
something he could probably 
have done without. 
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It lould be you, 
if there's room... 

I have oscovered Ihe real reason why 
the ArtsLortery Board -has a reputed 
admini!j|ratjve backlog of three 
months’ ppewbric. (There are some 
628 apphntMSDS pending, even though 
46 6. awards were 
made "last, year, 
according to a \ 
report,’ in last 
week's Arts Man- . ‘ 
agement Weekly.) 

The hold-up is 
net because, as has 
been' reported, the 
board has been 
inundated with far 
more applicants 
itek It is, Tm afraid, to do 
ire immediate problem in 
l couldn’t swing a hall, let 
cat fietween desks, appar- 
in the classy office assigned 
"ouncilchief, Lord Gowrie. 

in Great Peter Street, near 
. simply, too cramped to - 
much- needed extra staff, 
months now the board has 
to cany out Its recruitment 
[tended to take on 20 extra 
gooxit of the cramped con- 
now; I am pleased to say, 
the situatin has been resolved. 

u VSh.ax«extendtng the third floor;’' 
explains Spokeswoman for the Arts 
Cooncil (ij whose premises the board 
is located] “Education is moving up 
from the tprd floor to the fourth and 
finance is noving out of the b uilding ^ 
aKogetheriWe’re going to have much 
more spacund we are currently adver- ; 
rirfng the ib vacancies.” • 

Fh«t 
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than anti 
with a far 
the office, 
alone a 
enfly- 
to the 
The 
Victoria, 
recruit 
For 
been una 
plans (it 
botfies) 
ditkms. B 


enough to do. At least, that is the only 

of^them writing some wry banal com- 
ments in a book chained to. the new 
vendingmachines erected in a room off 
their corridor. I’m sure their con- 
stituents will be pleased to - note that 
Audrey Wise, the MP for Preston, 
laments the lack of Snickers and short- 
bread while Keith Hill, MP for 
Strealham, is irritated by the loss of his 
£lcoin. However, one happy customer, 
John Denham, MP. for Southampton 
Itcfaen, is prepared to stand out from the 
! crowd, “I don't want to be a creep but 
I think the range of food is much 
better”. 

: . T do so hope somebody finds their 
comments useful 


Wolf in camp clothing 

I was startled to see an unlikely symbol 
of male camp ness pop up in Ken Rus- 


sell’s production ot Salome's Last Dance, 
shown on Channel 4 on Sunday night 
The film, based on 
Oscar Wilde's 
banned play Salome 
- it has a homo- 
sexual subtext - is 
set in a male 
brothel. So far so 
good. But I nearly 
spQt my cocoa when 
I spotted a familiar 
lace, standing in the 
shadows next to 
young gold-painted slave boys. It was 
none other than Gladiators’ most macho, 
virile fighter - W>lf- 
Wolf, who in everyday life goes by the 
name of Michael Van Wijk, thrives on 
his image as the aggressive gladiator 
most likely to terrify the kids and bully 
the other competitors on the Saturday 
night show. I imagine his role in the 
Russell film, made in 1987 in which he 
wears a leather G-string and minces 
aromid as a Roman soldiei; is not 



something be cares to publicise. Indeed, 
when I rang the Gladiators press office 
to inquire about it, this seemed to be the 
case, “This is a private matter for Mr 
Van Wijk,” said a spokesman firmly. I 
didn’t like to remind him that the pro- 
gramme had been broadcast to the 
entire country the previous evening 


Booming ridiculous 

So what happens when the UN Secre- 
tary General. Boutros BouLros Ghali, 
puts the Environment Secretary. John 
Gummer, on a panel of “internationally 
eminent persons” to plan a major UN 
conference on the environment later 
this year? This panel met in New York 
yesterday and our globe-trotting Secre- 
tary Qf State decided to get there by the 
fastest, most expensive and most 
ungreen-possible method. Concorde. 


Eagle Eye 


Labours lost? 

Mfiihmks atw of the Labour MPs who 
have pfficejin the' parliamentary out- 
bufldihg Ipnnarb. Shaw South (in 
Whhehan, [r away] from Tony Blair in 
the Palace q Westminster) do. not have 







If you lose your job or are made redun- 
dant, the last thing you need to worry 
about Is your mortgage. With a General 
Accident Direct Mortgage Protection Plan, 
you won't have to. 

These days relatively few people 
qualify for income support on a mortgage. 
The ones who do receive nothing for 
the first two months and then only 50% 
of their interest payments for the next 
four months. Even worse than that, if 
you took out your mortgage 


But it's not all doom and gloom. 

At General Accident Direct we have 
a variety of Mortgage Protection Plans. 
With us the average mortgage holder 
has peace-of-mind for only £15 a month. 
Cover lasts a minimum of twelve months 
and most home owners are ellsibJe; 
including the self-employed, part-time 
workers and fixed-term contract workers. 

People in continuous employment* 
(at least 16 hours a week) for the last 
6 months and between 18-50 


after the 1st October 1995, you General Accident years old are eligible for cover, 
won't receive a single penny In Jtk ^* rect ^ For, more information call us on 


support for the first nine months. 



the number below. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 


FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 

Hic«e quote PfttSilMD 2 nd hare you; employer i lurnc, uddros and postcode rwdy. 


■CERTAIN CONDITIONS APPiy 

Lines open Monday to Friday 9am -8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am -5pm. 
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Thorny bouquet 
for small business 


T he Prime Minister is worried about 
small businesses, as well he might, 
given the political mess his ministers 
have made of the issue in recent weeks. 
His initiatives yesterday were a welcome 
sign of interest in an vital part of the econ- 
omy. But it did not get near offering a seri- 
ous new approach to fostering small busi- 
nesses amid the uncertainty of the 
Nineties and so ii will not shore up the 
Tory partv’s battered relationship with the 
swelling entrepreneurial classes. 

Recent ministerial pronouncements 
on small businesses have been clumsy. 
First the Deputy Prime Minister. Michael 
Hescltine. appeared to endorse late pay- 
ment of bills. Then persistent question- 
ing from Labour's Barbara Roche 
revealed that government departments 
were delaying payments to contractors. 
Finally last week we discovered that 
members of the Cabinet were squabbling 
over Michael Hese l tine's desire to remove 
employment rights from anyone working 
for small businesses. 

Given this backdrop, the Prime Minis- 
ter's soothing words of affection for small 
businesses were politically timely. His 
strongest new recommendation - to 
shame businesses out of late payment - 
is a sensible measure. If companies are 
forced to publish their payment record 
alongside their accounts, tome may be 
embarrassed into settling up on time. The 
Government should consider going fur- 
ther. Giving firms a statutory right to 
claim interest on late payments, or mak- 
ing it easier to pursue their debtors 
through the courts might prove more 
effective. 

Beyond this however, there was little in 
Mr Major's speech to resolve ibe contra- 
dictions in the Government’s treatment 
of small businesses. The Prime Minister 
restated his determination to “bin rules" 


which burden businesses. Yet at the same 
time some policy changes in the last few 
months will do exactly the opposite. The 
Asylum Bill, for example, wul force all 
employers to investigate the immigration 
status of Lheir workers. 

Moreover deregulation is not always 
good for business. Mr Major was right to 
resist Mr Hesel tine’s proposal on employ- 
ment rights: allowing small firms to 
indulge m discrimination is not the way 
to promote competition. Government 
has a positive role to play too. Small busi- 
nesses have genuine and distinctive needs. 
Their relatively small turnover and insigi- 
5 cant market power makes them more 
vulnerable to the changing behaviour of 
the economy, larger firms and the gov- 
ernment. They need distinctive measures 
of support. Small businesses have serious 
trouble finding the skilled staff they need 
- and they rely far more than larger com- 
panies on government training and edu- 
cation policies to help them solve the 
problem. 

Finding a coherent and effective 
approach to the problems of small busi- 
nesses is important to the Government’s 
political position. Small business owners 
have long been a traditional bedrock of 
support for the Conservative Party, But 
the composition of the self-employed is 
changing. In the past, owners of small 
businesses were predominantly the sons 
of other small business owners. Changes 
in the labour market, including higher 
unemployment, downsizing and sub-con- 
tracting. mean that the self-employed 
today are a more diverse and less pre- 
dictable group of people. Warm words 
about traditional Tory values, and the 
importance of the market are no longer 
sufficient to capture small business votes. 
Mr Major will need something more sub- 
stantial to win them over. 


Resisting the roar 
of the dragon 


W hen the world's two greatest military 
powers manoeuvre menacingly in a 
narrow stretch of sea around a disputed 
island only the foolhardy would argue that 
there was nothing to be worried abouL 
Every sensible analysis suggests that 
Peking will rattle its missiles at Taiwan but 
that it will not risk a conflicL 
However, this is not a moment for the 
West to rest on its laurels. Indeed, it is vital 
that it responds to China "s bullying threats 
by laying down its own, measured marker 
of how it will reacL For what is at stake 
in this escalating war of words, gestures 
and threats is not only the outcome of Tai- 
wan's forthcoming elections but the terras 
under which China will exert its growing 
power in Asia, after the demise of its age- 
ing leader Deng Xiaoping, 

The attacks on Taiwan seem insepara- 
ble from the power struggle over the suc- 
cession to Deng. For thousands of years 
Chinese leaders have stood, and some- 
times fallen, on their ability to uphold the 
“Unity of the Motherland". With Deng 
Xiaoping clinging to life but not quite to 
power, the supreme-leadcr-in-waiting. 
President Jiang Zemin, is underMandably 
anxious not lo show any sign of weakness 
tow ards the notion of an independent Tai- 
wan. He has to contend with, and propi- 
tiate. ageing generals, flexing their ageing 
muscles and ageing attitudes. 

The forthcoming first open presiden- 
tial elections, which will confirm the 
mandate of Lee Teng-hui. who is for- 
mally committed to independence. 


appears to have infuriated the Chinese. 
As we have seen in Hong Kang, China 
regards democracy as an infectious dis- 
order best kept far from its borders. 
Meanwhile, Mr Lee's campaign for a Tai- 
wanese seat at the UN is calculated to 
annoy Peking. 

In the context of this vicious quarrel 
between potentially volatile neighbours 
the Clinton administration was right to 
strengthen the US naval presence m the 
area. It may also diplomatically remind 
China that the West has no “selfish" inter- 
ests in Taiwan and will not encourage a 
desire for independence, yet it could not 
stand by if Taiwan were attacked. Taiwan 
may not be recognised as a separate state 
but this warmongering is not an issue 
internal to China. Taiwan is vulnerable 
precisely because it is caught in that 
limbo land short of full statehood. It is 
convenient for the West that it should be 
kepi there, for that eases Western trade 
with China. In return, Taiwan has every 
right to expect our support. 

Most importantly, with Western invest- 
ment running at 1:65m a day. the West 
must remind China that war and insta- 
bility could seriously hamper investment. 
The days arc gone when Peking could 
behave tike a surly dragon, occasionally 
popping its head out of a cave of self- 
imposed isolation to roar defiance. The 
West must not escalate the tension by 
intervening directly, but it must make its 
presence felt for as long as China con- 
tinues to threaten. 
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‘It’s the Tory Party and it’s breaking up!’ 

■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR" 

Cloning a nightmare for sheep - and farmers 1 Don’t rush into a referendui 


Sir: While the science media 
rejoice over the Nuffield Coun- 
cil’s green light for pig-human 
organ transplants and eulogises 
the creation of cloned sheep at 
Edinburgh, animal welfarists 
despair (reports, 7 March. 11 
March}. 

What of the suffering of the 
breeding sow - her uterus 
extracted so that the transgenic 
piglets can be “born" into a ster- 
ile bubble? What, of the pigs 
themselves, reared in ultra- 
hygienic laboratory conditions, 
when in a natural environment 
they would spend over half their 
time rooting in the soil with their 
highly sensitive snouts. 

As for the sheep, each of these 
cloned lambs is the result of four 
separate surgical operations on 
the donor and recipient ewes. 
Surgery for science and profit, 
not for therapeutic or even pro- 
phylactic purposes. And now we 
discover lhat the researchers 
failed to publish the fact that 
some of the cloned lambs suf- 
fered from "giantism” and con- 
genital abnormalities of their 
internal organs. 

Nor should we forget the 
farmer’s nightmare scenario - a 
field of cloned sheep all identi- 
cally vulnerable to the same 
strain of disease. 

Why is it that a moral worth is 
attributed to scientific research 
per se? 

Is it not time that we stopped 
and asked ourselves not, “Can 


this be done?’’ but rather, 
“Should we be doing this at all?" 

JcfttE D’Silva 
C ompassion in World 
Farming 
Petersfield, Hampshire 

Sir. While vague and implausible 
references are made to possible 
reductions in human disease, the 
main gainers from cloning 
research are dearly the profit- 
seeking fanning and pharma- 
ceutical industries, which are 
rejoicing in the idea of producing 
animals who carry more “lean 
meat” and less fat, and are more 
resistant to disease. 

■ Yet ewes are already struggling 
for life as they are pressured to 
produce not one but as many as 
five Iambs, and to give birth as 
early as December. Surely creat- 
ing ewes with less protective frit 
can only diminish their chances 
of survival. Already 4 million 
lambs (15-20 per cent of the 
total boraj die every year within 
a few days of birth. 

Becky Smith 
A nimal Aid 
Tonbridge, Kent 

Sir. Professor Albert Weal's com- 
ment (report, 7 March) that 
“xenotransplantation promises 
much" has a hollow ring. Not one 
xenograft patient has survived 
more than a matter of months 
since the first operation in 1964. 
Despite years of “research"- cost- 
ing millions of pounds and count- 


less anima l lives - vivisectors are 
to cfoser to malting this Franken- 
stein science :i reality. AnimaJ-fo- 
human transplants are always fetal 
for both human and animM victim. 

A single xenograft operation j 
costs over £150,000 now, taking 
funds away from real public 1 
health initiatives. The millions . 
wasted on xenotransplants could 
more usefully be used to encour- 
age human donors to come for- 
ward. It would only take another 
2,000 donations every year from 
a population of 56 million. A 
human organ must give a human- 
being a better chance of survival 
and it removes the risk of diseases 
crossing the species barrier - a 
horror story waiting to happen. 

PaulGaynor 
P eople for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 
London NW1 

Sin Your welcome to the life-sav- 
ing pig (leading article, 7 March) 
comes a little late. The animal has 
beep of service to sick humans for 
more than 20years- 
% the early 1970s plastic sur- 
geons were using pigskins in the 
treatment of serious burns. The 
animal’s carefully treated skin 
was found to have several advan- 
tages over the man-made dress- 
ings. Pain was reduced, so too was 
fluid loss and shock: there was less 
chance of infection and a much 
greater chance of quick healing. 

Robin Laurence 
B eacousfield, Bucks 


Sir The Conservative Party’s 
response to die perceived threat 
of Sir James. Goldsmith’s Refer- 
endum Party is hasty and mis- 
taken. . V - 


Hasty, and dearly an over- 
reaction, is' the Government’s 
present flirtation with a referen- 
dum on the issue of a single cur- 
rency (report 11 March), Tins will 

femes 1 ^WanitkH^aiiB^ref- 
erendum now, allowing the pub- 
lic a retrospective vote on the 
Maastricht treaty and Britain’s 
relationship with the European 
Union, hot a hypothetical 
promise of a referendum if and 
when Britain joins, the single 
currency. 

There is no evidence yet put 


forward that either the electorate 
is crying crotfor a referendum or 
' the electoral impact of the/ Ref- 
erendum Party wfllbe an^hing 
; greater than that of the Ulfllnde- 


Retw 


pen deuce Party at die las 

tion. . • ' J 

. The Government shout 
dear and decisive contra 
European policy rathej 
appeasing other potiticalp 
or. even its own 
Eurosceptics, who win m 
happy until 'Britain basic 
European Union. ( 

' ANDRfw 


The writer is the presi 
Young Conservathe 
Europe 


Unfair burden on employers] 


The real transport choice is a choice not to travel 

Sir Graham Allen's assurance resented by proportional Of course, It is not cheaper for 


Sir Graham Allen’s assurance 
Lhat the next Labour govern- 
ment will create “an infrastruc- 
ture that wfll give people trans- 
port choices" (letter, 7 March ) is 
laudable in itself, but ignores the 
core transport problem, which is 
the enormous growth in total 
movement of both people and 
goods, by whatever means of 
transport. 

For example, the average item 
of food travels 50 per cent further 
from producer to household than 
it did 10 years ago. Similar 
changes have occurred in almost 
every field of production, all rep- 


resented by proportional 
increases in lorry mileages. Peo- 
ple also travel ever further to 
work, to shop, and in their leisure 
activities. Only a small part of this 
is because of increases in per- 
sonal freedoms and choices. Most 
is the result of planning decisions, 
both by public bodies and by 
manufacturers, distributors ana 
retailers. Time and again the 
decision is made that it will be 
cheaper to close down a factoiy 
(shop, office, school, depot, 
court-house, blood transfusion 
centre) and let people travel to a 
new big central one. 


Just a minute, am I repeating myself? 


T he other day I was in the foyer of 
Broadcasting House in London's 
Upper Regent SlreeL headquarters of 
BBC radio, and I picked up a blue 
piece of paper that said: "Funny }bu 
Should Say That. A new panel game 
all about the use of language. Chair- 
man. Alan Coren. with panellists 
Bam’ Crycr, Willie Rushion. Kevin 
Day and Lorelei King. Mondav 1$ 
March. 19%. For FREE tickets send 
SAE to ...” 

Now, this may well turn out to be an 
excellent programme, but lhat was not 
my immediate though l My immediate 
reaction was one of sorrow and sym- 
pathy for the people who have to think 
up new ideas for quiz programmes 
when, quite obviously, there aren't any, 
and also new guests for panel games 
■when there douT seem to be any. 

Somewhere upstairs at the 'BBC 
there is a room with a committee in 
session behind locked doors < not to 
preserve secrecy but to stop them 
escaping) whose members have 3 day 
in, day out discussion that goes some- 
thing like this 

-f sav. Controller. I read some- 
where the other day that people are 
netting interested in the correct use 
of language again. Why, even the 
Reilh Lectures this year wre ull 
abouL it. Why dont we haw. a new 
quiz on the use of language. 



"Because, for God’s sake, it’s been 
done. Remember minify flioT* 

“Well, let's do it again.” 

“It's been done again. Word of 
Mouth." 

“No. 1 don’t think that was a quiz 
game. That was a serious programme, 
actually looking at language." 

"Bit of a waste of time having a 
serious programme on a subject that 
might be better used for a quiz, don’t 
you think?” 

"Well, sir. the fact is that all pos- 
sible subjects for quizzes have now 
been used up. We've done films, 
radio, quotations, music, business, 
books, history ..." 

“Histoiy?” 

"Yes, sir. There’s a quiz on at ibe 
moment where historians have to 
answer questions on a subject such as 
Alfred the Great or Queen Victoria. 
History as gossip. Rather good, 
actually." 


"Oh. is that a quiz programme? I 
heard lhaL I thought it was Start the 
Week without Melvyn Bragg. Well, it 
certainly explains why they were 
awarding each other points, which 
doesn't ever happen on Stan the 
Week." 

“On the contrary, Stan the Week is 
all about point-scoring. Did you not 
hear Tony Parsons and Mehyn Bragg 
the other week? I remember thinking 
that 1 had stumbled into a new panel 
game that I had devised and then for- 
gotten about ..." 

"Quite so. Incidentally, will some- 
one remind me of the difference 
between a panel game and a quiz 
game?” 

‘ Yes. sir. In a quiz game it helps to 
answer the question correctly. A 
panel game is one where the answers 
don't matter as long as they are 
funny, and where nobody cares "about 
the points. 77ic News Quiz is actually 
a panel game, for instance.” 

“Thai” can't be true. I think the 
answers arc very important on The 
News Quiz. I haw heard much better 
political poims made by people such 
as Jeremy Hardy on The News Quiz 
than any of the faffing around onAnv 
Questions. Which, despite its name, is 
not a quiz or a panel game." 

"Do you think it should be? Do you 
think it would come back to life if 


Jonathan Dimbleby started awarding 
points for answers? And deducting 
points for evading the question?" 

“Excellent idea. But we've got a 
political quiz on Radio 4 already." 

“Have we? What’s it called?" 

“1 can't remember, but it’s got 
Austin Mitchell and Julian Critchley 
on jl Or if it hasn't, it should have . . ." 

“Tell yoiuvbaL Why don’t we have 
a quiz programme about itself? It 
would be called,.*!? / Was Saving, and 
(he panel would be asked questions 
in the second half about what had 
been said in the first halfi” 

“It wouldn't be the first quiz 
about itself. There’s that weird pro- 
gramme with Irene Thomas and all 
those other people which is so clever 
and inbred that they have to guess 
what the question means before 
they can applaud themselves for 
answering it,” 

"I say. Controller, wiry don’t we 
have a quiz programme about the use 
of language? The Keith Lectures this 
year - oh no. I've said that already ...” 

“ Oh No, I've Said That Already. 
Actually, that's not a bad idea for a 
programme, A game in which you are 
penalised for repealing yourself ...” 

"We’ve got one. It's called Just A 
Minute." 

“Well, how about ..." 

The discussion continues. 


the country. The cost is simply 
transferred to someone else, such 
as the government or council 
that builds the roads, or the cus- 
tomers and workers who have to 
spend more time, money and 
nervous energy travelling, and all 
of us who have to suffer the 
resulting congestion and 
degraded environment 
A sensible transport policy 
must start by asking not bow we 1 
move people and goods about but I 
bow we can avoid having to. 

Christopher Padley 
M arket Rasen, Lincolnshire 


Scottish doctors' 
doubt MS drug 

Sir: The Scottish Office Depart- 
ment of Health has not decreed 
that beta interferon may not be 
prescribed by Scottish neurolo- 
gists, nor would it ever do so 
(“The price of health and the 
doctor’s dilemma", II March). 
Whether or not to prescribe a 
licensed preparation has to be a 
clinical decision by the doctor 
concerned. 

What did happen was that I 
received a letter in November last 
year, signed by all 25 consultant 
neurologists in Scotland, express- 
ing the view that “there is not 
enough evidence to recommend 
this drug lo MS patients in rou- 
tine clinical practice" mainly 
because the only published ran- 
dom allocation trial of the drug 
did not show that it produced 
any reduction in cumulative 
disability. 

The same view was subse- 
quently expressed by the direc- 
tors of public health of the 15 
Scottish health boards, and, I 
understand, is shared by many 
neurologists working in other 
parts of the UK. 

DtREKendell 
C hief Medical Officer 
Department of Health 
The Scottish Office 
St Andrew's House, 
Edinburgh 


Sin If a person provides employ- 
ment to a worker for one day 
then the employer is seen as 
doing the wodeeragood turn and 
is in no way under an obligation 
to that worker. One .might 
assume that if the employer pro- 
vided employment for a longer 
period (say five years), then he 
would be seen as doing the 
worker an even better torn and 
hot under any obligation to the 
worker. 

That is not the case. The 
employer is expected to assume - 
aU sorts of resiKtasibifities, some . 
very onerous indeed, thus dis- 

Blair offers peers | 
a mess of pottage 

Sir Tbny Blair (*A lifetime of 
lunch without peer”, 11 March) 
asks hereditary peers to give up 
their speaking rights in return for 
keeping lunching and dining 
rights at the House of Lords. He 
is literally asking us to sell our 
birthright for a mess of pottage. 
This does no more than confirm 
me in my opinion that he is a 
smooth man. 

Were he to ask me to sell my 
bixtbrigbt for a House of Com- 
mons elected by a voting system 
that makes it truly representative 
of the people he might get a dif- 
ferent answer. After all, that is ray 
birthright too. 

Earl Russell 
H ouse of Lords 

London SW1 
The writer is Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on Social Security - 

War on crime ~ 

Sin There is a terrhyingcorollaiy 
to Lord Tkylor's very persuasive 


couraging the hirufe. of stiff 
(“Tbries dash over pan foxrap 
job rights 7 , 8 Maid?.- . 

If society, and the^enment 
which represents it,fielieysthal 
workers should be tided bycom- 
pensation when hdag ther jobs 
then the governnint anitax- 
payers should foot tie bilL b fux 
such an airangemmt woull cost 
the taxpayers notang. Thescan- 
oiny would be simulated thus 
increasing tax avenues while 
reducing the cos of unenplpy- 
meut pay. J 

R I.G Sd-mrson 


ioyenment 

pclievsthat 

idedbycom- 
ng ther jobs 
nt anc tax- 
tebilLbfiu* 


Educatic 
skills foi 


Sir Your report “A-levd exams 
will be made harder to pass" (6 
March) will rot make encourag- 
ing reading,/ either fc future 
sixth-forinenf or for th<se inter- 
ested in the Gauntry’s posterity. 

Examinations qughtto be rig- 
orous, But 10 rank subjects in 
degrees of dfficuBy ismhelpful, 
and only widens the traditional 
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ested in the <puntry’s posterity. 

Examinations qughtto be rig- 
orous, Butxo rank subjects in 
degrees of afficuBy ismihelpfuL 
and only widens the traditional 
academic-tocatiina' divide. 
Other important bastions con- 
cerning^ A^eveis ncei to be dis- 
cussed. The two kej issues are 
failure anp drop- nitrates. 

High-quality juilance well 
before pctet-16 ch nccmiist point 
out the ’credibU aternativesj 
including the jNVQ route, 
which many mi re .admissions 
tutors and empoyes are wel- 
coming. - . J--. 

In addition, sxfllsmust com- 
plement acade-ijic access. The 
acquiring of skpls oust begin 
well before 46; as should the 
realisation by.pupftof all ages 
that they have respmsibility for 


to Lord Tkyior's very persuasive lheir own. learning, rbe lifelong 
argument (report, 7 March) that learning process ha: to begin in 
oiminals who risk mandate# schools. Successful companies 
life sentences for repeating cer- regard such an approach as 
tain cranes may be tempted tokfll' essential jri future 'enplqyees. 


toeir victims where those are the 
sole witnesses. It is that previously 
law-abiding people may try to Hi j 
real, or imagined, assailants in 
pre-emptive self-defence. Crim- 
inals may therefore go more pre- 
pared and/or armed to kill their 
victims. 


lOGEROtE 
- Head of Educatiaal Services 
The Indusnal Society 
. Birmingham 


German answer 


Clive Griffiths. I Sin At last^ the defihtive reasons 
London Nl6 i for the League of Nrinns failing 
in the 1930s (Aridew Marr T 7 
March). Had all in £irope learnt 
German and seen fie superior- 
ity of Germany’s julture and 
economy, war cotd so easily 
have been avoided ' 

Nick Rees 
Gwerraafield, Qwyd 


Post letters to Letter to the 
EdStaq and include idaytune*. 
telephone nBmber. 0ajs’.Oi7i- 
293 2056; e*4nait letcrs@ 
i ndependent. co~4ik) letters may 
be edited for fength nd d&rity' 


Enfants terribles 

Sin The idea of child-free zones 
(Simon Caldert travel column, 9 
March) sounds wonderful. Air 
flights are a good starting point, 
but the principle could be 
extended to other areas of Kfe: a 
ban on parents with children, in 
supermarkets at certain times of 
day springs immediately to mind. 

Ajqam Watson 
Queningion,Glouceslershire 
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Go on Tony, make my day 

The creation of more public holidays and other such wheezes mean more to the voter than the PSBR 

P ony Blair’s fuxrowed-brow lec- Shrewsbury npdmuinn than f n r • , . * — _ ... . 


' ony- Blair’s fuxrovved-brow lec- 
a. hires about ‘government’s hard 
choices and the need for strict prior- 
ities are, no doubt, sensible. But they 
are not cheerfuL They-add to the 
impression that life under Labour 
would be, hi too many ways, just like 
life under the Conservatives. So Mr 
Blair has asked his shadow cabinet for 
“no cost/low cost measures” which 
conild be passed early without dogging 
up Parliament. ' " 

A pejorative way of putting it is to 
say that be wants gimmicks. But gim- 
micks, or pleasing wheezes, shouldnot 
be underrated Outside Northern Ire- 
land, John Major has probably had 
more positive influence on people’s 
lives by setting up the National Lot- 
- tery and deregulating pub hours than 
with the rest of his legislation put 
together. The idea that politicians 
might do things to make people hap- 
pier may be novel, but it shouldn’t be 
rejected out of band 
So what might such a list include? 
Policy wonks are wonking and think- 
tanks are bubbling. MPs, such as Chris 
Mullin, have published their thoughts. 
But this is a game anyone can play. 
Here, hoping to kick off a conversa- 
tion, are 10 reforms Fd like to see. 

. Dynamite Night. The National Lot- 
tery rules would be changed to ensure 
that, every month or so, some money 
raised would be used to tdow up a hated 
building. Most British cities are disfig- 
ured by some architecture that actually 
makes people feel worse when they 
pass it Examples can even be found in 
cities such as Edinburgh, which are 
otherwise near-perfect and in smaller 
gems such as Ludlow, Norwich and 


Shrewsbur y. D estroying them would 
raise our spirits and give a greater g uy. 
.of popular control over urban envi- 
ronments. The buildings would be cho- 
sen by local ballot Any that attracted 
say. 20 per cent local support would 
however, be saved as a safeguard 
against arm-modern philistinism. 

Speaking French. Making a closer 
union of the peoples of Europe is not 
something that will be accomplished 
by politicians. We will bebound 
together by shared work, inter-mar- 
riage and travel, or not at all There 
are no EU proposals from any British 
party that would do half as much good 
as dying to ensure that al/ children left 
school truly fluent in another Euro- 
pean language. 

Trafalgar Square should be pedes- 
trianised, as the first stage of a plan to 
dose other chunks of central London 
to cars. Global warming will ensure a 
ready market for open-air eating in the 
capital's prime central spaces. (But 
avoid the pigeon en croute.) 

The February problem. We don’t 
have enough public holidays and those 
we do have are dustered together. The 
real need is for something to cheer up 
February, that grim runt among the 
months. ,St Valentine’s Day helps 
some people, but depresses many 
' others. It should be our celebratory 
Mardi Gras, a day when we try to 
slough off our national puritanism, 
revelling in public bawdry and wild 
parties. (This is a very non-new 
Labour thought, but that, perhaps, is 
part of new Labour’s problem.) 

National Art Scandals. Britain’s 
great art collections indude hundreds 
of paintings and sculptures that are 



ANDREW MARR 


We need to cheer up 
February, that grim 
runt among months 


hidden from view, either in govern- 
ment offices or in gallery basements, 
because there isn’t enough space to 
show them. They should be sent 
around the country, to smaller gal- 
leries and the foyers of company 
offices, to be properly enjoyed. Some 
would be stolen. Bui since no one sees 
them at the moment anyway, that 
wouldn't matter too much. 

The Wfldwood. This is the name of 
a dream, the remaking of truly wild for- 
est in northern Scotland. Wildwood was 
described by Neal Ascherson as “some- 
thing shaggy and trackless ... a green 
universe into which men and women 
can go to become lost children in a fairy 
story”. Only slightly more prosaically, 
various ecological trusts and conser- 
vationists are hoping lor Millennium 
Commission money to replant parts of 
the andent Caledonian Forest But 
there is much more that government 
could do. It could finally make the 


Cairngorms a World Heritage Site. It 
could end the oddity of Scotland hav- 
ing no national parks. Above all. H 
could set limits on foreign ownership 
of land, as other countries do. to keep 
the prices of estates in reach of environ- 
mental bodies, and our dreams. 

Domesday Britain. We could col- 
lect, community by community, a vast 
account of Britain in the year 2000, 
organised by volunteers. Unlike the 
original Domesday Book, ii wouldn’t 
list our cattle, chinches and pastures, 
but our hopes, fears and private 
achievements. Personal testaments 
would be stitched together to make a 
patchwork “living novel” of the British 
now. This would rest in local libraries 
to be read - or forgotten - by future 
generations. 

Going Asian. The twinning of towns 
and villages is fine so far as it goes. But 
that is a merely European affair. If this 
is to be an Asian century, should we 
not twin Britain with an Asian nation? 
South Korea, with its 45 million peo- 
ple, would be an obvious candidate. 
We have a lot to learn from them, and 
they from us. It’s poorer Lhan Britain 
but, with growth of around S.5 percent 
a year, is catching up fast. Some may 
object about the Korean habit of eat- 
ing dogs but given the gross over-sup- 
ply of domestic dogs here, there are 
surely deals to be done. 

Honours and Dishonours. The most 
popular part of the British honours sys- 
tem has nothing to do with Knight 
Grand Crosses, Baths or Empires; it is 
the Today programme's man or woman 
of the year award. But, like the other 
honours system, this is in grave danger 
of being discredited by the Conserva- 


tive Party, widely suspected of organ- 
ising phone-in campaigns. Instead. 
Blair could come to a deal with the 
BBC: it would organise a proper bal- 
lot and, in return, be would give the 
winners and runners-up seats in the 
House of Lords. This would be demo- 
cratic, cheerful and costless. 

Mark. That last reform could also, 
of course, produce new Tory peers. But 
such Labour generosity cannot be 
taken too far; a list such as this ought 
to include the odd act of random polit- 
ical spite - something, as it were, to 
even up the score for the abolition of 
the GLC. One very popular such mea- 
sure would be to strip Mark Thatcher 
of the baronetcy he is due to inherit 
from his father.’ Debretts tell me this 
would only be possible if Parliament 
declared him guilty of high treason 
first, which might seem a trifle harsh. 
Can intensely irritating the nation be 
properly regarded as treason? I think, 
on the whole, it should be, and the 
expense of parliamentary lime is some- 
thing we could put up with. 

This has been a short personal list. 
Yes, it excludes many weightier mea- 
sures Labour bas promised. Yes, it 
deliberately skipped round the most 
contentious issues and yes - all right - 
it’s frivolous at the edges. I also tried 
Lo avoid banning things because politi- 
cians are already over-addicted to that. 

So it is only a start. But there is still 
a little more to radical politics than the 
PSBR, and Labour is in danger of tak- 
ing itself too seriously, of becoming the 
buttoned-up, “can't do that” party. It 
is a depressing prospect: rather than 
submit, we should bombard it with 
wheezes. 



We don’t understand the brain, so how can we decide whether coma patients live? By William Hartston 


A brain-damaged accident victim 
xTL who had been in a coma for two 
years uses his little finger to tap out 
a message telling the police that his 
injuries were the result of an assault. 
Another man, unconscious for six 
months and almost abandoned as 
brain dead not only makes a complete . _ 
recovery, hut demonstrates that be 
had been aware of what was happen- 
ing to him throughout the ordeal. An 
Americanpoliceman, shot in the 
head in I9S8, suddenly speaks after 
seven and a half years in a coma. : 
Any one of those cases could have 
come from the plot of a feature film, 
yet each was the basis of a news item 
in the past three weeks. Together they 
show how much we have still to learn 
about the functioning of the human 

Coma patients have 
felt injections and 
understood what was 
being said to them 


brain, and emphasise the elusive 
nature of any understanding of con- 
sciousness. Most of all, they show 
bow difficult is the decision to allow 
a person, apparently devoid of all 
mental or physical sensation, to die 
with dignity, when there just might be 
an infinitesimal chance of a miracle 
recovery. - 

We all have a good idea of what 
consciousness is: an awareness of 
one’s own existence,'and an ability to 
read to one's surroundings. Uncon- 
sciousness, however, poses more of a 


problem, with a continuum stretching 
from sleep through anaesthesia and 
.. coma to persistent vegetative state 
$ and brain death. All unconscious - 
stales are characterised by insensitiv- 
ity to one’s .environment; what dif- 
ferentiates one such state from 
another are tiie degree and cause of. 
that insensitivity and the ease with 
which it may be reversed. 

When we are asleep, a loud noise, 
pain, or even the sudden sflence of a 
dock stopping may be enough to 
wake us up. We dearly have a low . 
level of perception of our environ- 
ment - somehow aware of it, but not 

enough to register anything unless it 
breaks though a certain barrier level. 

Anaesthesia, or hibernation in ani- 
mals, is a deeper level of uncon- 
sciousness. Induced by chemical 
changes - whether natural or through 
external intervention - they are states 
in which any amount of shouting-or 
injury may produce no reaction. But 
the stale is still reversible, again by 

chemical changes, natural or induced. 

Any recovery from a coma, how- 
ever, may be quite unpredictable. 



merits in the treatment of patients in 
coma, simply enabling them to stay 
alive, are resulting in more causes of 
spontaneous recovery, even after sev- 
eral years. 

As anyone who has read the case 
studies of Oliver Sacks will realise, the 
brain has a remarkable ability, even 
when severely damaged, to find a 
mode of functioning and to recon- 
struct a personality that together 
make Internal sense to its owner. 
Some of the recent accounts of 
patients who have come out of long- 
lasting comas provide a powerful con- 
firmation of that facility. These peo- 
ple may have been apparently 
unh earing and unfeeling for years, yet 
when they emerge, we learn that they 
heard what was happening, they felt 


Cerebral issue: coma patients expose how tittle we know about consciousness 


Montage: Mark Hayman 


Characterised by a complete lack of 
reaction to external stimuli, and 
often associated with brain injury, a 
coma is the deepest state of uncon- 
sciousness. The brain continues func- 
tioning sufficiently to keep the body 
alive, out perhaps no more. No vol- 
untary movement, nO' indication of 
any reaction to the outside world, no 
consciousness. 

And when a patient emerges from 
a coma, sits up, b links and yawns, this 
may still not be a sign of anything 
approaching a full recovery. In a per- 
sistent vegetative state, orPVS, a per- 
son may sleep and wake, apparently 
as normal, and show a full range of 
normal reflexes. They may even smile 
and grimace, yet show no signs of 
reacting to the outside world, or of 
any high-level mental processes going 
on at all. 

As the state of coma demonstrates, 
the body may continue living, while 
the person normally inhabiting that 


body has departed, but how can we 
tell whether that departure is tempo- 
rary or permanent? 

Geoffrey Lean, the environment 
correspondent of the Independent on 
Sunday, recalled recently his own 
time in a coma after an operation had 
gone wrong: “I spent much of the time 
either in total blackness or in a 
strange, white, humpy world, as if sur- 
rounded by rumpled sheets. I could 
not see my body, but I could feel 
myself being pulled around on the bed 
... 1 could also feel my wife, Judy's, 
hand in mine, our fingers entwined 
together. I could hear her telling me 
that I was being brave, that the chil- 
dren were all right, that their schools 
and my office were being supportive. 
1 could not work out what she was 
doing in this strange new world, but 
her presence was reassuring.” 

There was no entry into Geoffrey’s 
world for his family or medical staff. 
Nobody could know whether he felt 


anything, recognised anybody, or 
knew anything of what was happen- 
ing to hun. Nobody knew if he was 
mentally dead or alive. 

The concept of brain death - as ver- 
ified by no reflexes, no breathing and 
a flat electroencephalogram - has 
recently been extended to the idea of 
brain-stem death - similar but with a 
possible reading on the EEG. Yet 
some of the recent remarkable cases 
of recovery have followed readings 
that would have justified, under ibe 
current rules, turning off all life- 
support systems. 

The most celebrated recent case 
was that of Mark Newton, reported 
last month. His mother had given per- 
mission for his machine to be switched 
off and his organs donated before sud- 
denly changing her mind, hurling 
herself across him and begging doc- 
tors to keep the life-support running. 
His first word on regaining con- 
sciousness was “Mum". Im prove - 


Improvements in 
treatment are 
resulting in more 
spontaneous recovery 


the injections, they knew when their 
loved ones were holding their hands 
and they understood what was being 
said to them. 

These moving tales also underline 
how we can have little hope of com- 
ing to grips with the nature of uncon- 
sciousness until we understand the 
physical bask, within the brain, of con- 
sciousness itself. And that, despite the 
numerous theories of consciousness 
that have been advocated in recent 
years, still seems a very long way off 
indeed. 

Last weekend, when Geoffrey 
Wfldsmith tapped out that message to 
the police, two years after he had been 
found on a train in a pool of blood, 
with part of his skull and brain miss- 
ing, it also confirmed another impor- 
tant lesson. Every coma patient is a 
different individual There are, at 
our present state of knowledge, no 
general rules. 

This all adds up to perhaps the 
most difficult moral dilemma facing 
the medical profession today. Every 
patient in a coma is different Eveiy 
one needs an in dividual decision. 

The parents of the Hillsborough 
stadium disaster victim Tony Bland 
had to fight legal battles to let their 
son die after 47 months on a life-sup- 
port system. Other court cases have 
been fought over relatives’ desires to 
have a patient kept alive against the 
judgement of the medical profession. 
The cases of the past three weeks only 
serve to highlight the dilemma. They 
are life or death decisions at their 
most stark, and we do not know 
enough to be sure we are doing the 
right thing. 


Gordon's, desert island nightmare 

with great alacrity. How nice it is to 
be interviewed in your own right, a 
. person deemed to be worthy of par- 
adise, and to invite the listeners into 

t ur own “private” world. But such 
Stations will now be considered with 
concern after Sue Lawle/s grilling of 
the Shadow Chancellor. Gordon 

Brown. , . 

As the sea washed over sun- 
drenched sands, Gordon's paradise 
quickly became a nightmare. His mar- 
ital status was uppermost xn Sues 
mind. Why was he not marned, she 
asked persistently. Straying into the 
realms of tabloid prurience. Sue over- 
reached her renuL After, ail, it was not 


as if Gordon’s chosen book had been 
Kama Sutra. Coupled with preoccu- 
pation with Labour’s economic plans, 
it was obvious that this presenter's 
mind was on the sensational headlines 
that would follow the discussion and 
any subsequent revelations. Brown 
dealt with her questioning admirably. 

The wider question still begs to be 
answered: when is it ever right to ques- 
tion a public figure about their sexu- 
ality? In Brown’s case, the answer is 
quite ample. He has never made fam- 
ily .values die centrepiece of his polit- 
ical platform. He is an elected politi- 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Michael Cashman 

dan concerned with the governance of 
this country: all we ask of him is a dear 
pair of hands and a good brain. 

When a politician seeks to restrict 
the civil ana human rights of a sexual 
minority, then their sexuality is 
directly relevant. If Gordon Brown 
.had sought to discriminate against 
homosexuals in his economic policies, 


then issues piertaming to his sexuality 
would be pertinent. Would we coun- 
tenance, for example, a closeted Sec- 
retary of State for the Environment 
denying lesbians and gay men suc- 
cession to tenancy rights? I don’t 
think that we could. It would amount 
to advanced hypocrisy on the part of 
the politician. Equally, it would be 
hypocritical if restrictions on the 
rights of lesbians and gay men to serve 
in the military were imposed by a Sec- 
retary of State for Defence who was 
homosexual. In these theoretical cir- 
cumstances, we would be witnessing 


a politician enjoying the “freedom" of 
the closet at the expense of those les- 
bians and gay men who were "out". 

Once we have achieved legal equal- 
ity and social justice for lesbians and 
gay men, then questions of sexuality 
will start to become irrelevant. Every 
one of us can then get on with our lives 
and we will be able to rid ourselves of 
the diversion of sexual grouping. 

However, for this lo happen boih 
Labour and the Conservatives will 
hare to commit themselves to afford- 
ing equal citizenship to everyone. 

The writer is an actor and a former chair 
of the Stonewall Group, which cam- 
paigns for legal equality and social 
justice for lesbians and ga y men. 


Rats fearing a 
sinking ship 

A herd instinct among investors 
accounts for yesterday's stock 
market jitters, says Robin Aspinali 


Y esterday’s abrupt fall in 
the UK stock market has 
been met with a number of 
explanations ranging from the 
conventional to the weird and 
wonderful. 

There are those who swear 
by such unlikely influences as 
sunspot activity' and astrology. 
Take, for instance, the fact that 
the Chinese Year of the Rat has 
just begun. Everyone knows 
that the Year of the Rat is 
“ruled by the cold of win ter and 
the darkness of night” and that 
it is typified by wDd market fluc- 
tuations. You have been 
warned. 

More routine is the recogni- 
tion that markets are driven by 
investor psychology’. In late 
1986. the FT-SE 100 index burst 
out of the doldrums to produce 
a rally of 62 per cent before it 
peaked in July 1987. We all 
know what happened after that: 
the stock market crashed. 

That 62 per cen t is one of the 
magic numbers discovered by a 
13th-century Italian monk 
called Fibonacci. It seems to 
have a remarkably powerful 
and widely recognised signifi- 
cance for the way that markets 
work, lake, for example. Nas- 
daq, which is now the busiest 
US stock market. On the 23 
February, the Nasdaq index 
touched a level that represented 
a 62 per cent gain from the 
important, low that it reached in 
mid- 1994. It has not regained 
that level since. A few people at 
least may have read the worst 
from the omens. When the 
markets in the US grew shaky, 
those who are prepared to com- 
bine the musings of a 13th-cen- 
tury monk with the implications 
of a Chinese year sign would not 
have been surprised. 

These weird theories aside, 
however, the reason for Lon- 
don's weaknesses is in fact 
painfully simple. London fell 
because Wall Street fell. But, 
that merely begs the next ques- 
tion: “What went wrong on 
Wall Street?" 

One theory is that the prob- 
lem lies in the US economy: it 
appears to be doing too well. 
Bill Clinton is probably over the 
moon. After all, it isn’t every 
day that you discover - as he 
did last Friday - that your econ- 
omy has created more than 
700,000 new jobs. That was 
roughly double the increase 
that the markets had been 
expecting. Then, apparently in 
defiance of commonsense.’the 
US stock market went into an 
instant tailspin. 

There is. however, a rational 
explanation, namely the fear 
raised by the figures, that 
strong growth could cause tbe 
eeonomv to overheat and so 


lead to a build-up of inflation- 
ary pressure. 

This economic “explanation” 
sounds plausible, but there are 
one or two problems with iL 
Above all. the evidence of a 
rebound in growth and inflation 
is far from convincing. Other 
economic indicators suggest that 
the 705.000 figure is a freak. 

The real answer may well tie 
closer to the markets' home. 
The trouble is that at the begin- 
ning of the year the markets had 
all reached the same conclusion 
at the same time: growth would 
be subdued; inflation would 
not be a problem; the dollar 
would be strong; interest rates 
would continue to fall. 

Most of those assumptions 

The world and his 
dog started buying 
bonds like there 
was no tomorrow 


were probably right. That was 
not the problem. The problem 
arose from the unanimity. 
When investors form a view 
they quite naturally act on it; 
and the natural thing to do was 
to buy bonds, especially US 
bonds. The world and his dog 
started buying US Treasury 
Bonds like there was no 
tomorrow. 

This enormous appetite for 
bonds naturally drove their 
prices upwards. But, when a 
bandwagon is that full, there is 
sure to be trouble. There is no 
one left to get on board, and 
without that additional 
demand, prices begin to sag. 
That is exactly what started 
happening during January. All 
around the world, bond prices 
began to fall. Only gently at 
first, but that was enough put 
immense pressure on those 
people who had bought bonds 
with borrowed money. They 
were forced to sell, adding to 
the downward pressure. And, 
by last Friday, the bond markets 
were full of" investors who had 
become worried about their 
investments. When that US 
employment statistic was pub- 
lished, they were ready to panic. 

So the truth behind the sell- 
off may be almost as bizarre as 
the wacky theories involving the 
Chinese New Year. What the 
last few days have demon- 
strated - yet again - is that it is 
as easy to lose money on the 
markets by being right as it is 
by being wrong. 

The author is chief economist at 
stockbrokers Panmure Gordon. 
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DAMP? 

TACKLE IT WITH WALLGUARD 


- A SYSTEM IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS 



The Wallguard ceramic tube system of damp 
proofing bas been in use in ancient and famous 
buildings for many years. A prime example is 
Westminster Abbey in which the system was first 
fitted in 1932 — and was recently 

added to by Wallguard. fife. I 
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obituaries / gazette 

Marie-Helene de 
Rothschild 


Marie-HcIcnc de Rothschild 
was the wife of Baron Guy de 
Rothschild, head of the famous 
banking family. She was well 
known in France for her lavish 
hospitality and in particular for 
some magnificent balls she gave 
in the 1960s and 1970s at the 
Chateau de Fcniercs. They 
were attended by the gmtin of 
European society and by such 
luminaries as June Birkin and 
Serge Gainsbourg. but she'drew 
the line at Aristotle and Jack' 
ie Onassls. 

Her greatest triumph was 
ihe Proust Ball in December 
1971. in celebration of the cen- 
tenary of the reclusive author's 
birth.’Some 350 guests sat down 
to dinner, with 350 more for a 
la«e supper in the dining room, 
bedecked with palm trees and 
1'ems and squares of trellis. 
They ate consomra£. quenelles 
of lobster, duck stuffed with five 
gras and foie dc canard, decked 
"with pineapple, small mira belles 
and a delicious prune jam The 
feast ended with pistachio 
bombe glace, and ii was all 
served on pleated mauve table 
cloths, adorned with mauve or- 
chids. Torches lit the way to the 
chateau and chandeliers hung 
out of the windows. 

The guests came in costume 
and were photographed by 
Cecil Beaton, adorned as the 
photographer Nadar. Beaton set 
up a special studio for the 
occasion, taking portraits of 
Marisa Be reason as the March- 
esa CasatL Audrey Hepburn. 
Princess Grace of Monaco and 
Elizabeth Taylor. The Duchess 
of Windsor, described by Beat- 
on that night as “a mad Goya", 
was bedecked with a large blue 
feather. At dinner, as she 
turned her head, the feather 
dipped into the consomme or 
gravy and then brushed Baron 
Guy across the face. 

In l**72 there was a Surreal- 
ist Ball at Fem'eres. The pud- 
ding was a life-size model of a 
woman, naked but for a rose. lv- 


It is difficult to imagine any foot- 
ball manager being harder or 
straight er than Alan Brown. 
No dub in his charge ever lift- 
ed a major trophy, yet he re- 
mained a hugely respected, if 
somewhat idiosyncratic member 
of his profession, his name a by- 
word for truth, frankness and 
rigid discipline. 

Yet while Ihe “Iron Man" im- 
age will be forever synonymous 
with this complex Northum- 
brian, his contribution as one of 
soccer’s roost thoughtful and 
innovative tacticians should 
never be overlooked. Neither 
should his sheer passion for the 
game; he once described foot- 
ball, with no hyperbole intend- 
ed, as “one of the biggest things 
that happened in Creation." 

The son of a painter and dec- 
orator. Brown went to grammar 
school and had a yen to be a 
teacher, but as one of a large 
family during the Depression, 
did not have the opportunity for 
further education. However, 
he was blessed with natural 
athleticism and, after revealing 
immense ability as an unyield- 
ing centre-hall'in local football, 
he joined Huddersfield Town in 
1933. He did not settle con- 
tentedly with the Terriers and 
left to spend two years as a po- 
liceman heforc returning to 
make a few dozen senior ap- 
pearances for the dub before 
the Second World War. 

However, it was after the war. 
having been transferred tv» 
Burnley, that Brown made his 
most significant impact as a 
player. In 1946-47. he skip- 
pered the Lancastrians to pro- 
motion from the Second 
Division and led them to the FA 
Cup Final, in which they were 
defeated 1-0 by Charlton Ath- 
letic. In 1948. a £15.000 deal 
look him to Notts County, but 
the 34~y ear-old played only a 


ing on a bed of roses, the whole 
thing made of sugar. The invi- 
tation was printed back to front, 
the reversed writing transposed 
on to a sky by Magritte. 

Described as a legendary 
hostess whose name was the 
password among Ic tout Paris , 
the Baroness was also a con- 
siderable fund-raisec for med- 
ical research, and a patron of 
artists, musicians, movie stars 
and couturiers. 

She could also take credit for 

the advancement of an em- 
ployee of Rothschild Frfcres. 
contributing to his later success 
in politics. Baron Guy chose to 
keep his business and private 
entertaining strictly separate, his 
business friends being restrict- 
ed to a shoot a year at Ferrieros. 
One yea rone of the guests was 
the manager of Rothschild 
Frfrres. Georges Pompidou. In 
the words of Baron Guy, Maiic- 
Hdlene "immediately detected 
the amazing richness of the 
human being behind the man 
who arrived for his first week- 
end, a bit awkward, reserved to 
the point of shyness, moreover 
a businessman (a priori suspect), 
uncommunicative — " Marie- 
Helene's mother described him 
as possessing “one eye a vicar's, 
the other a rascal's." Pompidou 
became a close friend of the 
Rothschilds. He had already 
worked for de Gaulle. The 
dual influence propelled him 
Forward. 

Later Baron Guy took cred- 
it for Pompidou influencing de 
Gaulle in France’s entry to the 
Common Market. “Pompidou 
had become ‘European" as a re- 
sult of his experience in work- 
ing at the rue Laffiue". 

Marie-Helene was the 
daughter of Baron Egmont van 
Zuylen, a rich diplomat from 
one of the oldest families in the 
Netherlands, in the service of 
the King of the Belgians. Her 
mother was Egyptian. Her fa- 
ther owned the magnificent 
Chateau de Haar in Holland. 


Marie-Helene was educated 
at Marymount College in New 
York, where she considerably 
developed the spontaneity she 
had inherited from her moth- 
er. Following graduation she 
came to Paris and married her 
first husband. Count Francois de 
Nicolay. a breeder of thor- 
oughbreds in the Sartfis region. 
They had one son, Philippe, and 
shortly afterwards divorced. 

Her second husband was 
Baron Guy de Rothschild, head 
of Rothschild Freres, the largest 
private bank in France, but lat- 
er nationalised. They met at a 
gala in Deauville at which Edith 
Piaf provided the cabaret and 
be presented the prize of two 
cases of Chateau-Lafite to the 
Nicolays. The Baron was much 
struck by the young countess. 
Eventually they were married 
in 1957.” 

For him too it was a second 
marriage. The union was con- 
troversial because the bride 
was Catholic and be was Jew- 
ish. She was obliged to obtain 
a papal dispensation to annul 
her previous marriage and re- 
marry outside the faith. He 
was forced to relinquish the 
presidency of the Jewish com- 
munity in France. This was the 
first non-Jewish wedding for a 
head of the Rothschild clan, 
though, interestingly Marie- 
Hel&ne's grandmother was 
the daughter of Salomon de 
Rothschild, Guy’s greai-unde. 
Their son. Edouard, was raised 
as a Jew. 

The Baron described his wile 
as having "a fabulous appetite 
for life, emotions always at 
their height, a spontaneity with 
a thousand facets, as ever- 
changing as the sea. And charm, 
which defies description." Ros- 
tropoviteb. the cellist, said that 
she had a heart ‘that was big- 
ger than all Russia". Richard 
Burton and Elizabeth Taylor 
were great favourites in the late 
I96£k His description of Marie- 
Helene was sharper than most: 



Lydia Chi 

The writer Lydia Chukovskaya 
stood firm in the fees of total- 
itarianism. la. the 1960s she 
raised her voice in defence ol 
the young but. already weli- 

. TMw.fi Rrrvkkv and 


she protested against the tnal 
of two Jrilow writers, Andrei 
Siniavsky and Yuli Daniel. In 
the 1970s she stood.up for the 
writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
and ihenudeatpfrysk^Andret 
Sakharov, who were being ha- 
rassed by the KGB. The Sovi- 
et government regarded her as 
a thorn in their side. • 


In 1964 Chukcnskaya eiw- 

geticallv protested agamst the 

trial of the 24-year-old Jewish 
poet Joseph Brodsky, who 
nevertheless sent mtaenle, She 

also wrote a series of letters w 

support of Alexander bcnzhsa-' 
I970wumer of the No- • 
hel prize for Literature; but 
these appeared only, m the 
West, in the 1970 Mumeh al- 
manac LiUratur imd Repres - : . 
sion. In 1974 , together with the-. ’ 
Andrei Sakharov.she - 


Merfe-Hti&ie de Rothschild and her husband at Longchamp, 1358 


“She is quite an ugly woman 
with a large hooked nose and 
an almost negroid mouth but 
very beautiful blind eyes, and 
the vivacity of her manner and 
her machine-gun delivery in 
both languages makes her very 
attractive." 

She was indeed rather gaunt. 
The explanation was that she 
was a sufferer from arthritis 
from as ^arly as 1962. Her hus- 
band wrote: “It may seem in- 
credible that her exuberance is 
all too often shattered by pain." 
Lately her illness confined her 
to her bed for some years. 

The de Roihschiids were 
both keen race-goers and 
breeders (with 5Q mares at 
stud). She had her own colours 
from 1953. Their horse Exbuiy 
won the Arc de Triomphe ana 
the Coronation Cup. Shantung 
came 3rd in the 1959 Derby, and 
Baron Guy won the Eclipse 
Stakes with Tropique. His best 
horse. Vjeux Manoir, won the 
Grand Prix de Paris. The Queen 
visited the Rothschild stud pri- 
vately on her visit to Normandy 
in 1967. 

They restored the family 
chateau. Ferric res, and re- 
opened it in 1959. The proper- 


Alan Brown 



‘Iron Man’: Brown coaching young football players as Manager of Sunderland AFC, 1358 


handful of games before ending 
his playing days. 

Thereafter, Brown opened a 
restaurant in Burnley, but re- 
turned to the game he loved on 
the suggestion of Stanley Rous, 
then Secretary of the Football 
Association. In 1954, after three 
and a half seasons as a coach 
with Sheffield Wednesday, 
Brown moved into manage- 
ment with his former employ- 
ers. Burnley, upsetting several 
senior players who were not 
keen on the prospect of being 
bossed by such a tower of mor- 
al rectitude. L r nsurprismgly. 
Brown was unruffled by this un- 
dercurrent and set about his 
new task with evangelistic zeal. 
To him. such virtues as integri- 
ty and industry were compulsory 


and he saw to it that his club es- 
poused them, too. Indeed, when 
work started on a new outdoor 
training centre, he helped to dig 
the foundations himself and 
"Volunteered" his players to 
do likewise. A few hands were 
blistered, and probably a few 
egos as well. 

However, Brown was never 
solely a disciplinarian. His deep 
fascination with strategy was ev- 
ident in the mesmerising range 
of free-kick routines ne insti- 
tuted, and in his enterprising use 
of short corners, both of which 
were much copied elsewhere. 
Also, as the Tun Moor club was 
not blessed with bottomless 
coffers, he was committed to the 
introduction and development 
of youngsters, a policy which be 


was to pursue rigorously else- 
where in later years and which 
did much to pave the wav for fu- 
ture Burnley triumphs. 

Brown was not to be part of 
these, though. After keeping the 
Clarets in the top half of the 
First Division for three seasons, 
he left for Sunderland, who had 
been suffering scandals over il- 
legal payments to players and 
who were languishing near the 
foot of the "table. He was 
scathingly contemptuous of 
such abuse and. despite the 
Wearaders being relegated for 
the first time ia their history in 
1958, Brown both ensured ihat 
their act was well and truly 
cleaned up and gradually revi- 
talised their playing fortunes. 
He spent far more time in a 


ty dated back to 1855 and was 
designed by Joseph Paxton, the 
architect son of the Duke of De- 
vonshire’s famous gardener. It 
was hailed as “the finest exam- 
ple of Second Empire style”. 
King William 1 of Prussia de- 
clared: “What an incredible 
palace! A king would not have 
dared to build iL It look a Roth- 
schild!" Almost all the Roth- 
schilds lived in a manner 
dubbed the “Rothschild style" 
- a mixture of Napoleon III 
objets d an. comfort and luxu- 
ry, with precious miniatures 
and rare books mixed in with 
family photos, plants and flow- 
ers. Eventually in 1975 the 
Rothschilds gave the chateau to 
the University of Paris, and 
settled in a smaller house on the 
estate (of which, after initial re- 
luctance, Marie-H£l£ne even- 
tually became fond). 

They also lived in the historic 
Hotel Lambert on the De-Saint- 
Louis in Paris, where their great 
friend Alexis de Redd had a 
splendid apartment When the 
Hotel was for sale in 1975 
Marie-Helene persuaded Baron 
Guy- to buy it: “Do you feel 
young? . . . Young enough to 
change the course of your life 


pnutugraph: Camera Press 

in the space of two hours?” 
They restored the palace to its 
17th-century glories. 

In 1981 President Mitter- 
rand nationalised all the French 
banks and for a time Baron Guy 
went to live in America, but 
Marie-H61ene remained at the 
Hdtel Lambert 

A life such as hers could 
scarcely be relived in the 1990s. 
In Marie-Hdl&ne the Roth- 
schild fortune was more than 
matched by imagination, inspi- 
ration, supreme good taste and 
generosity. She was like a child 
in a dream-world and opened 
its possibilities to many Who will 
never forget it. Baron Guy 


of his memoirs: “To Marie- 
Hdlfcne, without whom things 
would only be just what they 
are.” 

Hugo Vickers 

Marie-Helene van Zuylen de 
Nuyvdt,. patron of the arts and 
racehorse owner, bom New York 

City 23 August 1931; married first 
Count Francois de Nicolay (one 
son, marriage dissolved), 1957 
Baron Guy de Rothschild f one 
son); died Femeres, Seme et 
Marne , France 1 March 1996. 
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She was born m 1907 in 
He ismgfo is in the Grand Duaiy 
of .Finland, part of the Russian 
Empire. Her father. Koraei 
Chukovsky, was a writer mach 
loved for his children's stories. 

! Chukovskaya's first job was as 
an editor at a children's ptfo- 
[jghtng house in Leningrad- She 
published- her first short story, 

“Leningrad-Odessa”, under a 
pen-name, A; Uglov. At about 
this time die met and married 
a young Jewish physicist, 
Mikhail Bronstein. In 1937 he 
was arrested on a fabricated 
charge and disappeared to the 
gulag where he was executed. 

By the time of Statin’s death 
in March 1953 Chukovskaya 
had become an established ht- 
erary figure, one -of the senior 
editors on a liberal monthly, tit- 
eraturNaya Moskva. Her real 
breakthrough had been a short 
story, “Sofia Petrovna", which 
she wrote during 1939^40 ; jCUt 
ciliated in typescript form in lit- 
erary circles in the late 1950s, 
it appeared in Paris in.1965 un- 
der the title “Opustely Dom” 
(“An Abandoned House"). It 
was banned in the Soviet 
Union. 

Her second importantbook, 
Spuskpod Vodu (“Descent Into 
Whter*), again never appeared' 
in her own country, ft was pub- 
lished in Paris in 1972. Written 
in the form of a;duOT,-i( de- 
scribes the impossible situa- 
tion of the, poetess Anna 
Akhmatova and the satirical 
writer, Mikhail Zoshcbenko, 
who in 1949 woe ferociously at- 
tacked and then thrown out of 
the Writers' Union. In those 
days that meant , they were 
banned from befog published. 


syn's deportation. Shortly' 
afterwards she defended 
Sakharov against use KG os. 

harassment. 

Lydia Chukovskaya’ s activ i- 

Koc nwrilfiri as dansernus. 
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and she was closely watched by 
. the KGB. Only ber established 
literary name and the foci that 
she was well known in tire Wsst, : 
added to her father's stature as 
a children's writer, protected her 
fromairest- 

Her most important work 
was her two volumes, of con- 
versations with and diaries 
about Anna Akhmatova. Ero- 
ded Zapisfd Akhmaiovot 
(“Akhmatova's Notes"), the 
first volume appeared in 1976 >£ 
arid the 5tecondm'l980 r both in 
Paris. The books were banned 
ia the Soviet Union. . ' . 

In 1978, -again in Paris, 
Chukovskaya published sever- 
al volumes of poems, written be- 
tween 1936 and .1976, under the 
title Po Etu Storonu Smertf 
(“On This Side of Death"). 
These were in part her autobi- 
ography ..coniaining strong per- 
sonal overtones: about the loss 
. of young love, her husband, and 
the suffering of ber people. 

From the 1960s onwards she 
lived between a Moscow fiat and 
her father's daicha in PerekeUri- 
no, a village abbat ^km frorri 
Moscow and home to 3 co lony 
of writers including Boris 
. Pasternak. It was there that she 
died. ’ " 

• : Jeanne Vronskaya 

Lydia Cfudcovksya, writer, poet, 
editor bom He&ngfors, Russia 
24 March 1907; married Mikhail 
Bronstein, 1934 (died cl 937); 
died Perekelldno, : Russia r 1 8 
February 1996. 


Henry Guinness 


track suit thana lounge suit and, 
after several near misses, Jed 
them to promotion in 1964. 
Then, to the consternation of 
many fans, he left to take over 
at Sheffield Wednesday, an 
ambitious club with what was 
then the most suraptuousiy- 
appointed stadium in the land. 

Brown took the Owls to the 
1966 FA Cup Final, which they 
lost after leading Everton by two 
goals, but League form tended 
to be mediocre or worse and in 
February 1968, he returned to 
Sunderland.. Another relega- 
tion in 1970 was followed by two 
failures to won promotion and 
the sack in November 1972. 
After that. Brown coached in 
Norway, a prelude to a retire- 
ment blighted by ill health. 

He will be remembered as a 
man who believed that rules, 
both for football and life, were 
sacrosanct. For example, he al- 
ways refused to sanction mate- 
rial inducements to parents of 
promising youngsters, at a time 
when that practice was wide- 
spread, even if it meant losing 
a possible future star. His con- 
tempt for the moral bankrupt- 
cy that spawned the recent 
“bung” scandals must have 
been total. His career never at- 
tained the dizziest heights, but 
his personal standards did. Em- 
phatically, Alan Brown was not 
for turning. 

Ivan Pouting 

Alan B'tnswn Brown, football 
player and manager bom Car- 
tridge, Northumberland 26 Ali- 


bi otts County 1948; Coach, 
Sheffield Wednesday 1951-54; 
Manager, Burnley 1954-37, 
Sunderland 1957-64. 1968-72 
Sheffield Wednesday 1964-68; 
died Barnstaple, Devon 8 March 
1996. 


Henry Guinness had a pioneer 
spirit that motivated the whole 
of he life as a missionary. He 
was one of 200 new missionar- 
ies sent to China in 1931 by the 
China Inland Mission, and drew 
crowds to his preaching by play- 
ing a comet in the villages. The 
instrument went with him to a 
Chinese Church conference in 
England in 1993. 

He had been bran in Kaifeng, 
in central China, where his par- 
ents bad moved just after the 
notorious Boxer Rebellion in 
which 75 missionaries and 
countless Chinese Christians 
were slaughtered. The Guinness 
family is noted for achieve- 
ment, chiefly in the fields of 
banking, brewing and mission- 
ary wosk. Henry Guinness came 
from the Grattan line of the 
family, who tended towards 
mission work, and his father had 
moved to China in 1900 for this 
purpose. His mother came from 
a noble Swedish family. Ill- 
health separated him from 
them early. Dust and dizt and 
Yellow River floods combined 
to make life in Kaifeng “nasty, 
brutish and short". The death 
of his father when he was 17 
made him look at the purpose 
of life, and led to his resolve to 
become a missionary. 

Back, in Kaifeng for the Chi- 
na Inland Mission (known to- 
day as OMF International), fas 
work among boys received im- 
petus from his fascination with 
anything thai worked, from 
pinhole cameras to aeroplane 
propellers. But a cholera epi- 
demic, an earthquake, and re- 
peated crop fail ares alro called . 
for an empathy with a tortured 
community, whose lives were 
made worse by the Japanese in- 
vasion of 1933. 

Conscious of his peed for a 
co -worker, Guinness prayed 
for one to be sent. That night 


a burglar broke into the house. 
Guinness confronted him in 
his pyjamas, sat him down, and 
taught him from. the Gospel 
of St John. The man professed 
to become a Christian, and in 
the morning Guinness went 
out, left the man to get die 
lunch, and trusted him with 
the house. This man became 
the co-woiker. 

In 193& Guinness married 
Mary Thylor, a doctor, and the 
young couple bad to cope with 
famine, (froughLTooists, raging 
inflation andwar. When parents 
abandoned their children for 
lads: of food, die Guinnesses res- 
cued those they oould. Two of 
their own three sons died in Ho- 
nan Province, and the couple 
had to flee from war the day af- 
ter the second son died. 

The years from 1945 to 1947 
were spent in Dublin, where. 
Guinness represented the Chi- 
na Inland Mission in Ireland. In 
1947, the Guinnesses returned 
to China, playing a key role in' 
work among students. Thou- 
sands of students were con-, 
verging in Nanjing at the time, 
following the 1947 Intervarsity 
Conference, and the Guin- 
nesses ran Bible study daises 
until indoctrination began. Af- 




Gutnnoss: love of adventure 


ter. a short tbree'.yeare, Com-^fc 
m unism came and missionaries ■ 
had to leave.THier Guinnesses 
. moved to Scotland, where many 
students and prospective mis- 
sionaries tastedthek hospital- 
ity, until they were able to 
return to East Asia, to serve in 
Malaysia and then in Taiwan. 

In the early Seventies,! had 
the privilege of travelling 
around Taiwan with Hemy 
Guinness, who was directing the 
work of the OMF there. Then 
in his sixties, 'he had lost none 
of his get up afldgo. “Getting 
up” might be four to the morn- 
ing and "going” might be trav- 
elling all day, perhaps snacking 
on lychees bought through the 
bus window as we went 
' Oo one occasion in China, he 
arrived at an inn late at night. 
Preparing to sleep, be heard 
bandits in the next room dis- 
cussing hone to. dispose of his 
body, and how much, they could 
get for his boots. Opening the 
door of bis room and moving 
slowly towards the toilet, Guin- 
ness scanned the high wall 
for a foothold, sprang up and 
leapt over into the fields. De- 
spite a dhase ty the bandhs^he 
made it to another village four 
miles away. 

Hemy Guinness's bravery 
and love of adventure was bal- 
anced ty a deep farth, and a car- 
ing heart that conthmed until his r, 
last days. His wife died in 1993 
and heissurvived tyhis son, Os- 
wald, a weft-known author and 
Christian apologist, who lives in 
the United States. 

■ Denis Lane 

Henry Whitfield Guinness, mis- 
sionary: bom Kaifeng; Honan 
Province, China 18. 4pril 1908; 
married 1938 Dr Mary Taylor 
(died 1493; one son, and two sons 
deceased); died Banbury, KenLlJ 
February 19961';.. 
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DEATHS 

MAJVSFIELD: Pelcr John, peacefully 
a 1 Warwick Hw-pilaL un Salurdav V 
March. Nuied Arabist and writer. He 
died surrounded by his family and 
friends and in the anas of his fun- 
ner of 35 years Luis Canizarev bmalj 
family service on Friday, memorial 
service to follow in London. Duna- 
lionv if desired, to Medical Aid for 
PaJesiimanv. 33a hlmeton Park Sired. 
London Nl. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

MURRAY: George Iain. lOifi Duke of 
AiholL A memorial «w® far dw law 
Duke of Athol! will be held on Fri- 
day l ; April 1^)6. at 3pm. at Dunkirk! 
Cathedral. 

IN MEMORIAM 

BARK: Frederick, died on Thursday 1 2 
March 1992. much I wed. 

For BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, (dephone 0171-293 2011, 


Birthdays 

Sir An lony Ad and, Provost of Elon, 
former diplomat. 66: Dr Giovanni 
Agnelli, chairman. Fiat SpA. 75: Mr 
Rudolph A^nev. former group chief 
executive. Consolidated Gold Fields, 
hi Mr Edward Albec, playwright, 6S; 
Mr Ronald Alley, artist and former 
Keeper of Modern Art. Tate Gallery, 
70; Mrs Virginia Botiomley MP. 
Secretary of Suite for National Her- 
itage. 48; Mr Norbert Brninin. vio- 
linist, 73: Sir Geoffrey de Belbigue. 
Director of (he Royal Collection. 65; 
Mr Willie Duggan, rugby footballer, 
4h; Mr John Gr»», writer and edi- 
tor. nl; Mr Norman Hogg MP, 5Si Mr 
Philip Jones, former principal, Trin- 
ity College of Music. London. 6b': Mr 
Anthony Loehnis. a former vice- 
chairman, S.G. Warburg & Co, (A 
Mr David Mcllor QC MP. 47; Miss 
Liza Minnelli, aetnw and singer, 50; 
Mr David Mlmaric. interior decora- 
mr, 57; Mr Roland Movie, barrister 
and former government minister, 6S: 
Sir Tom Normanton, former MP. 79; 
Mr Patrick Procktor. painter, 60; Mr 
Rod Richards MP. 49; Mr Ralph 
Shapey. composer and conductor, 75: 
Viscount Trenchard, director. KJein- 
wort Benson, 45; Miss Oudrua Ure. 
actress. 7ft Miss Elizabeth VaughaiL 


operatic soprano. 59; Mr Paul Way, 
golfer. 33; Mr David Oliver Williams, 
former general seoetuiy. COH5E, 
7ft Mr David WihnoL chief consta- 
ble. Greater Manchester Police. 53; 
Miss Googie Withers, actress. 79. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Andre de Leouirc'. land- 
scape architect. Iol3; Thomas Au- 
gustine Arne, comp«>ser of Rule, 
Britannia. 17]U; Kemal Alaturk 
[Musupba Kemal). soldier and 
statesman. 1SRI: Vaslav Fomich Ni- 
jinsky. dancer, Jack fJcan- 
L nu is) Kerouiie. novelist. 1922. 
Deaths: Cesaro Borgia, cardinal, 
soldier and politician, killed. 1507; 
Frans van Minis the Elder, painter. 
16S1: George Wnunghouse, imen- 
tor. 1914; .Anne Frank, diarist, el 
Bergea-Bdscu 1945. On this day: the 
Bermudas became an English colony, 
1609: the United States Post Office 
was established, ITS 9 : the Theatre 
Royal. Drury Lane, London. ( third 
theatre) opened. 1794; the fet main 
line electric (rain in Britain ran from 
Liverpool lo Southport. 1PCH; the Girl 
Guides < later Scouts) movement 
was started in the Untied States ty 
Juliette Gordon Low, 191— Today is 
the Feast Day of Si Alphege of 


Winchester. St Bernard of Capua, St 
Maximilian of Theveste, St Paul AU- 
re f ian or of Leon, Sa inis Peter, Gor- 
gonius and Dorotheus. St Seraphimt 
or Fina and St Theophanes the 
Chronicler. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Linda Bolton. 
“Constable ( ti): die changing fan; of 
nature". 1 pm. 

Victoria and .Albert Museum: Ge- 
offrey Opie. "Tee History of the 
V&A later developments". 130pm. 
Higtigatc Literary and Scientific In- 
stitution, London N(j; Dr John Vfl- 
lierv “Court Temple and Kampung: 
the or: and culture of Indonesia ”, 
7.45pm. 

Leicester L Diversity. Professor Pu- 
le r Fearon, Tbs Political Economy 
of the New Deal". 5.15pm. 
University College London, Lon- 
don WC1: Professor Michele Han- 
noosh, “In Search of the 19th 
Century Delacroix's journal". 
5.30pm. 

Tate Gallery Judy Crosby Ivy, “Con- 
vlaWe's English Landscape Mezzot- 
ints". I pm. 

London School n7 Economics iMa- 
linowsU Memorial Lecture). London 


WCL Dr Christina Toren, "Com- 
passion for the Other kinship as con- 
stituted intentionally in Fiji", 530pm. 
RIBA Architecture Centre. London 
Wl: Richard Gray, “Cinemas in 
Britain", 6J0pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Simone 
Mathews, “Style and Technique in 
British Portraiture 1650-1700", 1pm. 

Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Boosor MR Minister of 
State for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, hosted a lunch held 
yesterday at Lancaster House, Lon- 
don SWl. in honour of Senor Her- 
nan Enamriz. the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Chile. 

Rotary Club of London 
Mr Nit* Torah. Past President, Ro- 
lan- Club of London, presided at a 
luncheon hdd yesterday at the Port- 
man Hole], London W). Mr NeviUc 
Shulman was the speaker. 

Dinners 

Armed forces 
Parliamentary Scheme 
Miss Betty Bootbroyd MP was the 
host al the Annual Dinner of the 


ft Mi/I 


Armed Forces Parliamentary 
Scheme held yesterday evening m 
Speaker’s House, Loudon SWl. Mr 
Nicholas Socunes MP, Minister of 
State for the Aimed Forces, Dr 
David Clark MP, Shadow Secretary 
of State for Defence, and Sir Nett 
Thorne, Chairman, were the speak- 


Commonwealth Day 
Observance 

The Queen and the Prince of Wales 
attended the muitt-fiiith Common- 
wealth Day Observance held yester- 
day at Westminster Abbey. London 
SWl. The Cmnmonwealtb Secretary- 
General, Chief Emcka Aoyaoku, 
read the Commonwealth Day Mes- 
sage from the Queen on the theme 
“Working in Partnership". The Prime 
Minister was represented by 
Baroness Chalker of WtDasey and the 
Foreign Secretary ty Mir Jeremy 
Hanky MP. The J-eader of the Op- 
position was represented ty Mr 
Robin Cook MP, The Leader of the 
Liberal Democrats was represented 
ty Mr Mercies Campbell QC MP A 
procession of flags of the Common- 
wealth was borne by nationals of 
member countries. 


Music was provided ty the Meld- 
(San Sled Orchestra UK. and singing 
ty the choirboys of Westminster 
Abbey and the London Adventist - 
Chorale. An oboe solo was per- 
formed by Mr Daniel Bates. 

Among others presen twere: 

Mn Emekfl Auyaoku: Mn Jeremy Hanley;. 
The Lord Major of Westminster, Mr Akin 
ftadky-.'Ibe Lortl Maya of LJodw.Mr John 
CbalSrcy. and the Lady Mayoress, Mrs Qiat- 
HKqr.SrJatenCbtesJ^imaiieat (Jader-Sco- 
retsiy of Stale and Head of ihe Diptomatk 
Osips; Vice- Admiral Sir James VifentheraD, 
Marshal of the D^bmaUc Cops The Hot 
C yril Ndebeie, Speaker or the Zimbabwe 
House of ArMDtWy, Mr K. Srinvasan, Com- 
owBwnaKh Deputy Secretary-Genera) (fo- 
IHceJ), and Mrs Srinvasan: Mr Ewan Rue, 
Coaunanwealth Deputy Seen; tray -General 
fpcwHnpmcnL Cooperation); Sir Ftter Mar- 
^haH. C hmim aa cfibaJokfl CmmaonweaHh ■ 
Sodcrie," Cmnvnl, and Lajv Marshal; Sir (Xiv- 
cr Foraer, Chairman of the Cdnnnooweallh 
This! and the Royal Corwnonweihb Sotioy: 

Mr RAN. Dlky.itepnsininuive of the Chiur- 
mai of lie Royal Over-Seas Learac, ind Mrs 
USey; Barones Brifsiocic, Chatman of 


bet, OninSta of ite Victoria Lcagt^Jhi Corn- 
ranweattb Iroad rtn p. and Mrs Vfebbcr. - 
Rabbi Hugo Gryn; Swann ttayauuarula; 
The Rev Goofinyfiope; Rabbi Dr Julian Jb- 
Mte (representing the Oiief RabM): Mr fa- 
dojft Singh; Hie Rev John K. MMwfae 
l rcfXT^eniBK; tfJC Rev Alrrander Cairnst Pn?- 
fesrnr D* HA AUtoafy- The Most Via 
fawWh M. Vajirafftana; Canon Vioccnt 


of Wesnninsterk 


ROTAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Qva bold* an investiture at Bock- 
tagbaffl Paiacr. Tie Prince ofmka, paron. 
£h^«h Clamber Orchestra and Music 
Spciely, attends a Gala Coocerf ai the Bar- 
bfcan Centre, London EC1. Tie Princess 
RMVPamm, the Baric Skffls Agency, at- 
teah ihe conference- “Rjiring Stmdardg of 
Baste SfcfllEtbe rok of Sbrai*?' a Like Ho- 
ld Russell, London WClias'fMrco. ibe A»- 
socation at Coataaed Tiwth Cbte, aoemte 
h Inncbeoit at Brook Burlington Suite, ihe 
Groswnor Home Hold. London WI:and 


, rf Clowcester opens (He re- 
SroadgreOTHcspfad; vh-; 
iB ilJt Norib West Csn«r Reaeardi Fan. 
LPtepewt and opens the nevadenrim at 
BcKedere School to Giiis, Princes Part Uv- 

prom TIia >fir a .1 a < 


Sga^for Deal aUMreo. Maigaie; as 
Vkt'Chairman, British Overseas Tirade '• 
Bread, visitt Shepherd Neame Brewerw 

nverabaak; and vitin Business Ijifts, Wc*7 

Mafl^Kr^ The Daring of Kcail opera 
■ “an&cswfOswsuy^Oswestiy.opiTOtlie 

^ Milter Daby lUK^MarkctDraylcm. 
Suupdure. Prinw MRhad ofKad, Hon- ' 
otmy PresidWK of Ihe Tetafetoo and Ra- 1 
dio Industries Oub. ancmls the J996 . 
Awanfc lunch at Cramnoc Honse, London j 

Changing of the Guard 

■n«Hoa«hoWC3irabyMoiiiBed Regiment 

nSSS, 01 


the.Grcnatficr Gnant. 




=5> 



THE iNDCTENDENT » TUESDAY 12 MARCH 199$ 


ttiv 

S 


‘For a moment, it 
looked as rf tear was 
getting the. upper 
hand: A mere statistic 
was enough to lead' to 
a dramatic change in 
perceptions about 
which way interest 
rates in the US 
are. heading’ 


x_i/ 

business 



No crash but equities are in for a rough ride 

ie world changes and markets change I Inw^r oilte (uili on Inu/er fiVJ fnr hnnH mar. I lnnl r oiwH fnr I Aniiitn AnnidAf n^i i iU u D. ■ I •« L I »h*ir >innrhpr Innlr chivilrl lolran m 


T he world changes and markets change 
alongside it bnt the forces that guide and 
mould them do not Economic fundamentals 
are only part of the story here. They both af- 
fect markets and are affected by them. But 
pnmarify it is the psychological factors of fear 
and greed that drive stock markets. They 
always have done, and always will do. The 
secret of stock market prediction, therefore, 
is correctly to read when the one is going to 
fake over from the other. 

For a moment there, it looked as if fear 
was getting the upper hand. A mere statis- 
tic - the US equivalent of our own unem- 
ployment figures - was enough to lead to a 
dramatic c h a ng e in perceptions about which 
way interest rates in the US are heading. 
More cuts had been confidently expected, 
further fuelling this extraordinary bull run in 
equities. Now, with the US economy appar- 
ently heading for overkill, the expectation has 
swung 180 degrees: the next move will be up, 
not down, everyone is saying. Disaster -well, 
on Friday at least With a weekend to sleep 
on it the pundits are now not so sure. W&U 
Street was like a yo-yo yesterday, hot know- 
ing which way to go, and the situation looks 
harder to read than ever. 

For what ft is worth, here is the bear case 
for London equities. Let us assume that US 
interest rates are at die very least now on hold 
with lhehkeKbood being that their next move 
is upwards. Despite the pause for breath yes- 
terday, that cannot be anything other than 
bad news for US Treasury bonds. If they go 


j lower, gilts will go lower too, for bond mar- 
kets are global nowadays and tend to move 
in tandem so that national differentials are 
I maintained. Given that London equities 
j are already expensive relative to gilts, any 
I adverse reaction in gilts is going to cause 
j shares to tumble. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, wants to 
j see at least another half-point fall in British 
1 base rates. He believes that this is not only 
possible but also justified by the data. In the 
past he has been lucky and things have swung 
his way. Increasingly isolated in the Cabinet 
over Europe, his luck may now be r unnin g 
out. It is going to require an extraordinary 
and whoDy unforeseen change in interna- 
tional and domestic economic conditions for 
him to justify that extra half point. Enfeebled 
though the Bank of England might be, the 
Chancellor is not going to be allowed to get 
away with it. 

The other factor that has been holding up 
the London equity market, takeover fever, 
is also fading fast. There are still plenty of 
deals in the offing, but there is also a great 
deal of hesitation. Unsettled markets - 
worse, markets that could fall heavily - are 
a bad backdrop for deal-making. Political 
uncertainty is adding to the “wait and see” 
mentality. Who knows when the general elec- 
tion might be, but the odds are fast short- 
ening on the autumn and if that is the case, 
there are not going to be any big takeovers 
after May. 

AH things considered, then, things do not 


look good for London equities, not good at 
all. \VbJl Street’s mini-correction should not 
be written off lightly. It seems unlikely that we 
are heading for a crash similar to the one that 
afflicted world markets in 1987. but this 
year’s bull market certainly looks to be over. 

All the high street 
in a hypermarket 

P etrol, Post Offices and now Skelcbley dry 
cleaners. The big supermarket chains, in 
their search for new lines and sources of prof- 
it, continue their assault on the traditional 
preserve of the hi gh street. 

As it retrenches, with the closure of 160 
branches, Skcichicy is expanding out of 
town by opening an unspecified number of 
branches in Samsbuiy supermarkets. Pre- 
sumably it is only a matter of time before bet- 
ting shops, travel agents, estate agems. and 
building societies are all there too. available 
at your local hypermarket. Why. it cannot be 
long before we arc all nipping down to Sains- 
bu/y s for a pint as well. 

The decline of the high street and the ever 
onwards and upwards march of the big 
supermarket chains is a long established 
trend, but we are surely witnessing something 
new here. In part, it is’the decline of the high 
street brand name. Sketchley still has an 
upmarket ring to it. but on the whole it is per- 
ceived as just another bog-standard dry 
cleaner, to all intents and purposes indistin- 


guishable from the one next door. But it is 
more than that. In an increasingly competi- 
tive world. i( is also about the need to share 
costs and overheads. Furthermore, purvey- 
ors of specialist services need to go where the 
customers arc. These days it tends to be the 
supermarket, not the high street. 

Small businesses are 
a big election issue 

M ichael Hesdtinc. champion of small 
firms in his competitiveness drives 
when at the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry and now' Lhe Cabinet Office, was a dis- 
tinguished absentee from yesterday's small 
business conference in London to launch a 
package of new policies for the supposed ben- 
efit of the entrepreneur. This perhaps was 
not too much of a surprise, since he would 
have risked a barrage of questions from the 
Ooor about his own admission that he had 
been a bad payer in his early business career. 

Bui leaving aside Mr Heseltme's embar- 
rassment at losing the initiative on an issue 
dear to his heart - the competitiveness of 
small firms - the real significance of yester- 
day’s package was not the individual mea- 
sures. It was the fact that the Prime Minister 
has taken over presentation of the policy. 

According to a DTI minister. Mr Major’s 
interest had an immediate impact inside 
Whitehall, where log-jams started breaking. 
The most obvious example was his insistence 


that another look should be taken at enforc- 
ing disclosure by large companies of their late 
payments record. Only a few months ago, 
employers had successfully shot down this 
proposal and persuaded the Government to 
accept the second-best option of publication 
of companies’ payment policies. 

The siatutoiy instrument enforcing dis- 
closure of corporate policy went through the 
Commons only in January, but already it is 
looking out of date. Policy is one thing, prac- 
tice often quite another. The policy statement 
compromise always did look unsatisfactory. 

Most of the new measures for small firms, 
including those on late payment, are far from 
final decisions and must go out to consulta- 
tion to sec if they will work. But whereas in 
the past this formula has more often than not 
been a prelude to shelving anything remotely 
controversial or difficult, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s involvement tells a different story. 

Small business is becoming an election 
issue, because of its impact on growth and 
the large number of jobs it creates. Next 
week. Tony Blair is to introduce a Labour 
conference on small business at which many 
of the personalities at Mr Major’s jamboree 
will resurface, along with their shopping lists 
for government action. 

Anybody with a decent idea for improv- 
ing the lot of small business will be pushing 
at an open door over the next few months, 
as the two parties try Lo outdo each other. 
In the policy field, small businesses have 
never had it so good. 


etui 


dives after 
OFT V move 
on licences 


NIGEL COPE 

Shares in Golorvision slumped 
12 per cent yesterdaywhen the 
Liverpool-based television and 
video retailer issued a profits 
warning following the decision 
by the Office of Fair leading to 
revoke its consumer licences in 
January. • 

The company complained 
_ bitterly about its treatment by 
•Pk the OFT and said the issue now 
threatened its siirvivaL The 
board has appointed advisers to 
identify companies who might 
buy a stake in th&group. 

As the shares fell 3p to 23p 
compared with their 250p peak 
in 1988. chairman Neville 
Michaelson said: “It is a tragedy 
that this case has beenallowed 
to go so far without any debate 
as to the consequences and how 
it could be resolved. The di- 
rectors will continue to fight to 
preserve this 33-year-old busi- 
ness ori behalf of its 750 em- 
ployees, our shareholders and 
the 200 sub-contractors and 
small businesses who are de- 
pendent on us.” 

The company has appointed 
Anthony Scrivener QC to act 
on its behalf on its appeal 
against the OFT decision 
• Mr Scrivener said: “In my 
opinion it is dear than the 
OFT has misdirected them- 
selves in law and in fact on 
many important issues. I have 
. no hesitation in advising the 
company to appeal.” 

In its trading statement yes- 
terday the company said it now 
expects losses for the year to 
March 31 to be greater than 
current expectations among 
analysis of a £750,000 deficit 
The company said ft was un- 
Jikely that there would be any 
'vmajor improvement in trading 
until the issue on credit li- 
cences had been resolved. Sales 
. excluding satellite systems have 
-been 29 per cent down on the 
- -comparable period last year. 

The OFT stripped Colorvi- 
sion of its consumer- credit li- 


cences after concluding that the 
company bad used misleading 
price information, not offered 
refunds where appropriate and 
entered false information on 
credit arrangements. 

Colorvision is appealing 
against the decision and has 
said its infringements have not 
been unduly serious or unique 
in the industry. Thai process 
could normally t ate up to a 
year, however the OFF has now 
agreed lo meel with the com- 
pany to discuss the issue. No 
date has been fixed as the se- 
nior OFT official who vnll be 
chairing the meeting is on 
leave. 

Colorvision gave immediate 
notice of appeal to the DTI and 
pending the outcome of the ap- 
peal, the company’s credit li- 
cences remain in place. 
However, the company said 
the OFT statement contained 
“emotive statements” which 
had achieved widespread pub- 
licity. . 

Speaking on the company's 
Mr Scrivener QC said that the 
group’s credit licences were 
renewed by the OFT in Sep- 
tember 1993 and that much of 
the evidence that gave rise to 
the decision, predated that re- 
newal. 

Colorvision says it has de- 
veloped new procedures and 
training methods to deal with 
any problems. 

. Colorvision was once a stock 
market darling in the late 
19080. But since then the re- 
cession and the cat throat con- 
ditions in the electrical retailing 
market have taken their toll. 

The company said in January 
that it said ft felt ft had been sin- 
gled out by the OFT and said 
that the company would not 
have survived for 32 years if had 
not treated its customers cor- 
rectly. But the bad publicity 
seems to have cast a pall over 
the group and its market cap- 
italisation has now slumped 
from its £50m peak in 1988 to 
just £4.5m yesterday. 


Bank of Ireland 
Base Rate 


Bank of Ireland 

announces that with 

effect from close of business 
• open 11th March 1996 
its Base Rate has decreased from 
6.25% to 6% 



Bank of Ireland 


Head Office. 34 High Street Slough, Berkshire SL1 t ED 
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Warming up: Success in the bid for the JAST engine would bring a stream of work to Rolls-Royce’s factories 

Rolls and GE fighter forces join 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Rolls-Royce is joining forces 
with its arch-nval, General 
Electric of America, to produce 
an advanced engine for a new- 
generatiou fighter aircraft 
The deal, announced yester- 
day and which also brings 
Rolls’s American division, 
Allison Engine, into the part- 
nership, creates a formidable 
force to challenge Pratt and 
Whitney’s rival military engine. 

Rolls, GE and Allison intend 
to form a more integrated busi- 
ness consortium with the next 
few years, the companies said 
A new engine is needed for 
the 1 Joint Advanced Strike Tech- 
nology aircraft, expected to be 
the only new US fighteT pro- 
gramme in the next 30 years. 
Three US aircraft-makers - 


Boeing. Lockheed and Mc- 
Donnell Douglas _ are working 
on designs of the new fighters, 
which are also expected to re- 
place the Royal Navy’s Harri- 
er jump jets. 

Rolls estimates that US/UK 
orders could total 3,000 early 
next century, with “considerable 
additional export potential." 
Under the agreement, GE 
would act as lead systems inte- 
grator for engine development 
work, and Rolls would work on 
the design and development of 
lhe fan. 

“By drawing on the strengths 
of the three companies, this 
team can produce the range of 
technologies to meet the chal- 
lenging JAST requirements,” 
said Charles Hughes, Rolls's 
project director for future com- 
bat engines. 


The engine -makers hope that 
their YF120 cruise engine can 
gain the lead over the FI 19 en- 
gine being developed by Pratt 
and'Whitney, which is leading 
the competition for the order in 
the early stages. 

The Rolls partnership is 
also working on developing a 
GEA-FXL lift engine that 
would initially get the fighters 
into the air. 

GE and Allison, bought by 
Rolls last year, have co-operated 
on developing advanced propul- 
sion technologies for the US 
government since 1993 
Meanwhile, reports in Ger- 
many said a possible engine al- 
liance between the Daimler 
Aerospace unit MTU 3nd a 
joint venture between BMW 
and Rolls is increasingly 
unlikely. 


The failure to reach a deal 
could have serious conse- 
quences for MTU. which has 
been restructuring as pari of 
Dasa’s Dolores (“dollar-Iow 
rescue”! program. 

The companies had hoped to 
formulate an alliance by the end 
of February, but the dale has 
come and gone. 

“We must draw our conclu- 
sions from that.” a BMW 
spokesman said. 

According to Reuters, in- 
dustry sources said MTU's ex- 
isting co-operation commit 
meats with Pratt & Whitney 
make it impossible for it to team 
up with BMW/Rolls. 

Dasa declined lo comment on 
a report in Germany's Han- 
delsblan newspaper that the 
co-operation talks had 
collapsed. 


Oil reserves run deep 

Britain will produce more oil than present consumption rates for 
another 10 years and there are reserves large enough to sustain 
significant production for at least a further 20 years, the UK Off- 
shore Operators Association said yesterday. Gas production could 
also reach a new peak in 2,000 , which will be double the level 
of 1990. The association described its new report as presenting 
a “very encouraging picture of offshore oil and gas and its po- 
tential longevity.” 

Cruickshank hits back at BT 

Don Cruickshank, the telecoms regulator, published a formal re- 
sponse to complaints about the impact of new regulation on the 
company’s shareholders. He said it was nor part of his objective 
to penalise BT shareholders but “this does not mean that BT should 
be able to earn monopoly profits for its shareholders by exploiting 
its very strong market position.” He was responding to criticisms 
by Sir Peter Bonfield, the chief executive of BT. 

German production strengthens 

Germany’ s industrial production was much stronger than expected 
in January, rising 1.6 per cent during the month. The year-on- 
year rate "of growth recovered to 1.3 per cent after being nega- 
tive for the previous five months. The main factor was a 10.2 per 
cent increase in capital goods output, while durable goods out- 
put was also up. Production of other consumer goods and con- 
struction both declined. With unemployment up again in 
February', analysts said yesterday’s output "figure had not dam- 
aged the chance of an interest rale cut in Germany. 

Tourists stay home 

There was a slowdown in international tourism in the world's rich 
countries last year, according to the Organisation for Econom- 
ic Co-operation and Development Slower growth meant arrivals 
at frontiers were up 4 per cent the same as in 1994. But the num- 
ber of nights' accommodation was up 3 per cent down from the 
previous year's 1 1 per cent growth. Real revenues from tourism 
grew 2 per cent, half the previous year’s rate. The 26 OECD coun- 
tries account for about 70 per cent of the world’s tourism. 

Firm demand for Hutchison 

Hutchison Whampoa, the owner of Orange, the mobile telephone 
company, said about 100,000 investors had registered to receive 
share applications from the company. Marketing to retail investors 
will begin tomorrow. A minimum investment of £1,000 is required 
from retail investors, who are being allocated half of the 325 mil- 
lion shares on offer, with the final price to be determined on 26 
March. 

Daly to retire at Rank 

James Daly, managing director of the film and television divi- 
sion at Rank Organisation, will retire on 10 April following a re- 
cent illness. Mr Daly leaves after 34 years service with Rank, the 
last 14 as a main board director. Philip Cement, president of Rank’s 
workJ-wide film and video processing businesses, will be replacing 
him. 


Berensen affirms intention 
to keep holding in Rentokil 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Rentokii's majority sharehold- 
er, Sophus Berenasen, yester- 
day moved to kill speculation 
about its long-term commit- 
ment to the company should 
Rentokfl’s £1.9bn takeover of 
BET succeed. 

The Danish company, whose 
5L7 per cent stake in Rentok- 
il would be diluted to about 35 
per cent after a takeover, said 
it would not sell its holding for 
at least five years. 

Berendsen’s commitment to 
Rentokil was called into ques- 
tion over the weekend after 
damaging reports that the Dan- 
ish company’s chief executive, 
Hans Werdelin, wanted to re- 


duce the stake to 25 per cent. 

Sophus had previously un- 
dertaken to remain “a long-term 
shareholder” and had said it 
would keep its shares for at least 
one year. 

But in a statement to the 
Copenhagen slock exchange 
yesterday ,~Mr Wtrdelin said: “In 
view of continued speculation 
as to Sophus Berendsen's long- 
term c ommi tment to its Ren- 
tokil shareholding, the board 
confirms its previous statement 
that ft intends to remain as a 
long-term shareholder in Ren- 
lokS. In particular Sophus is 
happy to undertake that it will 
not sell Rentoki] shares for at 
least five years.” 

BET has sought to exploit a 


potential rift between the rival 
business services company and 
Berendscn as part of its first de- 
fence document, posted to 
shareholders on Sunday night. 
BET forecast a dividend of 
5.1p for the year to 30 March, 
a 27.5 per cent rise over the pre- 
vious year, and said a profits 
forecak would be made “in due 
course”. BET repeated that 
there was only a 25 per cent 
overlap between the two busi- 
nesses. “There appears to be no 
strategic rationale for combin- 
ing the business,' 1 the company 
said. 

BET shares were down 1 -5p 
to 193p. while Rentokil slipped 
5p to 343p on a difficult day for 
Lhe whole stock market- 


With effect from 11 March 1996 for borrowers whose applications 
have been signed but whose mortgages hove not been 
drawn, ond from 1 May 1996 for existing borrowers, the NatWest 
Mortgage Rote payable under current Mortgage Deeds 
and Conditions of Offer will be decreased from 7.49% to 7.25%. 
This change will be reflected in existing 
borrowers' repayments from 5 or 22 May 1996. 


Notional Westminster Home Loons Limited 
41 Lothbury, London EC2P 2BP 
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In Lothian our Software Engineers 

are thinking about things 
that haven't been thought of yet. 


When it comes to software there's plenty of brainpower in Lothian. For instance, the Livingston Software Innovation Centre houses 
companies all working on the next generation of technology, and the next again. Edinburgh is home to the largest Artificial 
Intelligence community in Europe. Over 2,700 computer analysts and programmers work in Lothian and almost 100 software 
companies are based here, including Digital. Adobe Systems and Intelligent Applications. For more food for thought call 0131 313 4000. 
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pgwg«— Takeover talk proves good for Cable and Wireless 


FT-SE 100 
3,674.5 -35.8 
FT-SE 250 

4.212.0 -40.7 
FT-SE 350 

1.843.0 -17.9 

SEAQ VOLUME 
631m shares, 
40,578 bargains 
Gilts Index 
92.19 -0.45 

shaft price, pence 
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As the stock market wilted, 
shares of Cable and Wireless 
signalled takeover action. In 
heavy trading they jumped 
30 p 'to 477 p after touching 
482 p. 

Expectations of a US strike 
provoked the surge. The giant 
AT&T is regarded as the most 
likely predator. 

The Cable excitement 
followed renewed speculation 
BT was about to mount a bid. 
It is known BT bad sought, and 
apparently failed, to win 
Whitehall clearance for a 
strike. But discussions be- 
tween the two continued. Ca- 
ble admitted it had been 
involved in talks which had ter- 
minated. 

The market seized upon the 
Cable statement as an admis- 
sion it was ready to do a deal. 
With its boardroom weakened 
by the abrupt departure of 
Lord Young, chairman, and 
James Ross, chief executive, 
the telecommunications giant 


is seen as vulnerable to a de- 
termined strike. 

Its current capitalisation is 
around £ 10 - 5 bn. But it has been 
dear for a long time that the 
group is undervalued on a 
sum-of-lhe-paits calculation. 
Its controlling stake m Hong 
Kong Telecom creates much of 
the confusion. Some believe to 
accommodate HKT*s true val- 
uation Cable could command 
a price tag of more than £ 20 bn. 

AT&T could, perhaps, 
match such a demanding val- 
uation. But it could stretch BT 
with a market worth of 
£ 2 Z 8 bn. 

However an AT&T bid 
could force BT 1 ? band. It is al- 
ready under in tense pressure 
from Oftel and could see Ca- 
ble as offering an escape route 
from the continuing harass- 
raentof the industry regulator. 

The view is any bid would ul- 
timately be a break up shot 
with at least a reduced in- 
volvement in the Hong Kong 
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operation a distinct possibility. 

The market trend and the 
possibility of a share exchange 
bid was too much for BT 
shares, off 2 p to 361 jp. 

The market was under the 
shadow of New York. Friday’s 
slump was too frightening even 
for a seemingly decoupled 
London and at one time the 
FT-SE 100 index was down 81.2 
points. But New York, al- 
though volatile, put on a brave 
display and Footsie closed 35.8 
points down at 3 , 674 . 5 . 

The feared wave of selling 
failed to materialise and talk 
of another Black Monday 
proved to be wide of the mark. 

But the market remains ex- 
ceedingly tender. A two day de- 


cline of more than 80 points, 
following the expected interest 
rate cut, illustrates its fragility. 
Yet if New York continues its 
recovery, shares could bounce 
strongly today. 

One influence which should 
not be overlooked is this 
week’s Cheltenham race meet- 
'ing, a notorious magnet for 
many of the City’s big hitters. 
Trading during Cheltenham 
week is often lacklustre al- 
though the more nervous in- 
ternational atmosphere now 
evident could this tune keep 
many traders on their toes.' 

Cable was not the only blue’ 
chip to survive the storm. 
Management changes lifted 
Rank Organisation lip to 


490 p and shares with high div- 
idend yields, such as Hanson 
and Thames Water, had little 
difficulty' taking the strain. 

Allied Domecq frothed 5 p to 
508 p. Its £ 150 m pubs expan- 
sion was seen as an indication 
ft could be near to completing 
the sale of its troubled brew- 
ing division, Carlsbexg-Tetley. 

Its brewing involvement re- 
stricts the size of its pubs es- 
tate. But once Allied is free of 
the Carls be ig-Tctley tie there 
wfll be no ceiling on its retail- 
ing operations. Bass and Whit- 
bread are the favourites to 
pounce. Although, its ADRs 


to 696 p. 

Banks and insurances were 
among the major casualties. 
Standard Chartered, high late- 
ly on takeover speculation, 
fell 29 p to 586 p. It was also ruf- 
fled by the slide in the Hong 
Kong dare market which low- 
ered HSBC 41 - 5 ptO-l. 0 Q 5 . 5 p; 


General Accident fell 22 p to 
620 p. 

McKecbnie, the engineer, 
survived the gloom, gaining lp 
to 472 p. Credit Lyonnais Lamg 
think the shares deserve to be 
higher. The shares fell be- 
cause of cautious statements 
but the reaction was “unnec- 
essarily alarmist"’. Profits 
should climb £ 7 m tc; £ 52 _ 3 m 
this year aiid.reach £ 62 m oexL 

Co stein , die builder, lost 
11 Jp to 79 . 5 p. It rebutted 
takeover talk, which lifted the 
shares last week, and complet- 
ed a demolition job by saying 
losses’ would be more than fore- 
casts which approach £ 20 m. 

Memory 'Corporation h 3 d 

another eventful session. Al- 
though off their low they 
closed 13 p lower at 142 p; they 
were S 53 p in September. 

' AMs lost 2 p to 1535 p de- 
spite talk of a.OKN bid and. 
Aberdeen Thust firmed to 136 p 
as speculation of a Commerz- 
bank offer strengthened. 


taking stock 


nCeisis International, one of 

tobio babes, nsMedtiSe 

granting ofa Ogpcg ‘ ■ ■ 

patent for Its digital system 

for detecting and wanting 
low levels of microbial eonla- 
mination in Iiquids.Tbe 
world market for microbial .. 
contamination is estimated at 
$4bn. The stares rose Sp to . 
107p. . • , . 

neavaehan & Grayr*vfakb 

supplies chilled foods to_ 

Marks & Spencer; eased lp to 

105p. Started in 1912 it came 

to market in December 
flinmgh a reverse takeow « 
the ailing Dalepak food busi- 
ness. 

With Dalepaksaid to be re- 
sponding to the C&G touch 

the shares could be under- 
valued. Williams de Broe, the 
stockbroker, expect profits of 

.£500,000 in the year ending 
this month, climbing to 
£9 Jm next year. - - 
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PREMIUM BOND 
CHECKLINE 

There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by calling: 

0891 111 924 


Calls cost 39 p per min, cheap rate, 49 p per min at all other times. 
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as bond markets show their teeth 


-fr ■ 

<, ® C *d - 

•N 




StRtCVj 




I t is equities that , hit the 
headlines but bonds are 
. arguably more important. 

It is always diffi cult in the 
midst of a period of market tur- 
moil to judge hbw.the twists 
and turns of a few days' trad- 
ing will be seen in the long 
march of history. We can, for 
example, now put the crash of 
October 1987 into a historical 
perspective: a serious reaction 
of a market which had run far 
ahead of itself, but also a fine 
buying opportunity in wbat 
was still a strongly rising bull 
trend. At' the time we just 
could see the reaction, hot the 
opportunity. 

Now the talk is of 1987 
again, with (as noted here last' 
.week) the feeling that even if 
: share prices around the world 
do end the year higher than 
theybegan^ the end of the bull 
market will occur in the next 18 
months. But when we can see * 
,—Uiis particular period in per- 
spective I suspect there will be 
more, attention paid to the 
bond market than to equities, 
for bonds will be seen as riv- 
ing the lead to equities. The 
peak in the bond market will 
occur before that of equities 
and therefore be a lead indi- 
cator of share prices. 

We may well already have 
passed that peak: bond markets 
around the world have been in 
retreat for a bit over a month. 
The US 10-year treasury yield 
had come down to 5.6 per 
cent in the first weeks of the 
year; by tbe middle of last 
week it was about 6.1 per cent. 
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and yesterday it was between 
6.4 and 65 per cent. If you look 
at the change in capita] values, 
rather than in yield, that is a fall 
of about IS per cent in little 
more than a month. Had that 
happened in equities, it would 
be ranked as a crash. 

But it is a long way from not- 
ing tbe sharp reversal in the 
. bond market to arguing that a 
similar reversal in equities will 


on a 20-year view the interest 
differentials between countries 
with bard currencies and those 
with soft will shift: some cur- 
rencies will establish a better 
rating, others a worse. But tbe 
lags are Jong. On paper, French 
yields ought to be at least as low 
as German. The country has 
similar or lower inflation, 
slightly lower public debt 
levels, and is in current account 


The starting point in trying to ‘call’ 
equity markets is to understand 
what is happening to bonds 


take place. To some extent the 
two markets are driven by sim- 
ilar forces, but they can for 
quite a while move indepen- 
dently of each other, for the 
links are elastic. Still, if the 
bond markets continue to head 
south, at some stage this will 
unseat equities. So the starting 
point for trying to “call” the 
equity markets is to understand 
what is happening to bonds. 

It is probably easiest to think 
in world terms, rather than in 
national, because in the medi- 
um term all the markets move 
pretty much together. Perhaps 


surplus, not deficit. If you be- 
lieve the politicians both franc 
and mark bonds will in any case 
be transformed into the new 
euro at present parities. 

The perception of the mar- 
kets is different: French secu- 
rities are deemed ‘‘worse" than 
German and so cany a higher 
interest rate. It is 14 years 
since the strong franc polity 
was established, and it still has 
failed to convince the markets 
of its durability. 

If you think in world terms, 
then, the question is this: what 
has happened globally that has 


led to a deterioration in in- 
vestor confidence in bonds? 

Put aside fashion - markets 
are always susceptible to that 
and there will have been some 
element which simply reflects 
a change of mood. But behind 
that there seem to be two mam 
forces at work. One is the 
lagged effect of a much easier 
money policy in the large de- 
veloped countries; the other, 
growing confidence that the 
present pause in world growth 
will be just that and not a har- 
binger of a serious recession. 

What has been happening to 
money and credit in the Group 
of Seven economies is shown 
in the graph. There was no 
clear trend right through the 
1980s, though since inflation 
was much higher at the begin- 
ning of the decade than at the 
end, the flat lines concealed a 
loosening of monetajy policy, 
which goes a long wayt awards 
explaining the late 1980s boom. 
Then from 1989 onwards mon- 
etary growth and bank credit 
plunged, the fall associated 
with the early 2990s recession. 

Now look what has been 
happening in the last year. 
Both lines are turning up- 
wards. There has been no sig- 
nificant rise in inflation so this 
represents a marked easing in 
monetary conditions. 

This easing has not yet had 
any impact on world output for 
the lags in the system are at 
(east 18 months, perhaps two 
years. But this easing has 
helped support world securities 
markets. Indeed one of the 


main reasons - maybe tbe 
main reason - for the strength 
of the bull market last year has 
been high global Liquidity. 
There is a lot of money slosh- 
ing about and h has to go some- 
where. 

But eventually money is like- 
ly to feed into goods inflation, 
as opposed to asset inflation, 
and that is one fear of the mar- 
kets. We have seen a sharp rise 
in the gold price, something 
which would be absurd were 
the long-term downward trend 
in inflation secure. The gold 
market is not a lead indicator 
of anything, but h does give a 
crude measure of the level of 
fear about inflation. 

Whether people are right to 
be worried is another matter, 
for this fall in bond prices, if 
sustained, will have the effect 
of tightening monetary policy. 
If you believe in the power of 
the bond markets as a means 
of curbing inflation, investors 
have little to fear in the veiy 
long term. 

Meanwhile, the markets ex- 
ert that power by pushing up 
bond yields. So maybe what 
bond investors are really fear- 
ing is not the resurgence of in- 
flation, but rather the steps that 
the markets wQl take to prevent 
any such resurgence. 

As noted above, the second 
reason for market caution 
stems from a belief that further 
growth is secure and that we 
are therefore close to the bot- 
tom of the interest rale cycle. 
That is probably right.' but 
only probably. Look - around 
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1980 81 62 83 :84 .85 86 "87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 . 95 96 

*GDP4veightBd average of the US, JaparvGerinajy, the UK, Canada, France & Italy 


the world and you can con- bring the prospect of faster 
struct a decent argument to growth by the autumn; Italy is 
support the “expect a recovery OK; so is the UK, thanks' to 
in G7 growth” view. The US domestic consumers; likewise 

One of the main reasons for the 
strength of the bull market last 
year was global liquidity 


looks better than a few weeks 
ago; there does seem to be 
some growth in Japan at last; 
Germany and France will have 
very slow growth in the first 
half of this year, but that will 


Canada. Outside the G7, the 
newly industrialised countries 
are continuing decent growth. 

Now this quite rosy view 
may be wrong and the world 
plunge back into recession. In 


that case there would no rise 
in short-term interest rates 
later this year and bond mar- 
kets (though not equities.) 
might we II - recover. But at 
the moment the danger of 
recession is not particularly 
evident. 

How does all this square with 
the view that the long-term 
downward trend in inflation is 
secure? The answer is simply 
that in order to bolt down in- 
flation, every now and again, 
bond markets have to show 
they have teeth by jamming up 
interest rates. See their be- 
haviour in recent weeks as a 
growl. 




Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterfing 

Country 
US 

Canada 
Germany 
Franc* 

Italy 
Japan 
ECU 
Baiguii 
Denmark 
Netherlands 
Wand 
Norway 
Spain 
Sweden 


VtongKong 
Malaysia 
New Zealand* 
Sant Arabia 
Sngapcro 


Spot 

1 Bxantti 

3mmUn 

Dollar 

Spot 

1 month 

3 months 

D-Mark 

Spot 

15342 

11-9 

29-26 

1000 

— 

— 
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20835 

22-13 

4057 

13670 

2-1 

2-0 

09222 

22532 
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14823 

28-26 

77-W 

10000 

77403 t39-t18 

357-326 
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150-135 

34263 

23827 
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■6633 

60-67 

: 175-187 

105433 

lease 

85-B1 

232-225 

10534 
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132-130 

710886 
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17-13 
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24 

66 

05404 

■46452 

13-0 
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30477 

54 
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205606 
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423-329 

57280 
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T6-6S 

38643 

25294 

67-58 

190-175 

16595 

32-29 

98-93 

US5 

09723 

fl-7 

25-19 

15677 

1-5 

3-7 

04303 

93250 

132-80 

346-250 

6446S 

35-10 

13060 

43492 

SQ03 

39-40 

TE-132 

■0468 

3742 

D9-TT7 

84.1125 

1046 

U-17 

28-39 

66335 

158-133 

440490 

46101 


78-70 

209-197 

12014 

■ 42-38 

1&109 

08105 

19834 

13-29 

63-80 

13012 

19-21 

54-56 

0B77B 

71785 

104-65 

222-107 

77325 

2-12 

&65 

52*6 

35739 

lH) 

. 04) 

25423 

4- 44 

6060 

17151 

'234« 

47-61 
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14723 

30-32 
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09903 
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0-0 
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2-7 

0-14. 
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21433 

0-0 
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- 41-30 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country Staring 
Argentina 15243 
Austria 
Brad 
CHna 
Egypt 
Rriand 
Ghana 
Greece 
India 
Kumrit 


158878 

U907 

126834 

53426 

70330 

234870 

360305 

518402 

04563 


DoBar 

03089 

104241 

03637 

83263 

34404 

46133 

warn 

342640 

340125 

02S93 


Country Storing 
Mgeria 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Pti^jpines 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Russia 
South Africa 
Taiwan 
UAE 


13U07 

05669 

524817 

400029 

233652 

55489 

735734 

60005 

413238 

5599S 


DoBar 

860000 

03850 

344255 

262400 

t>3300 

384S 

482600 

33400 

275000 

38731 


Forward rates quoted high to low ore ate dacourt subtract from spot i 
rata quoted low to high ere at a premium add loepot rate 

*Oo6ar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

Firs the bust f ore ign ach a nge rates cal 0891 123 3033 
Cals cost 36p peririfrvto (cheap rets) 48p other times. 


Interest Rates 


UK 

• 

Germany 


US 


Japan 


Base 

600% 

Discount 

300% 

Prime 

875% 

Discount 

050% 

France 


Lombard 

500% 

Discount 

500% 

Belgium 


Intervention 360% 

Canada 


Fed Finds 

525% 

Discount 

300% 

toily 


Rrh® 

700% 

Spain 


Central 

3 30% 

Discowt 

900% 

Discount 

550% 

10-Day Repo 605% 

Switzerland 

Netherlands 

Denmark 


Sweden 


Discount 

150 % 

Advances 

300% 

Discount 

335% 

Repo (Are) 

785% 

Lombard 

4.125% 


Bond Yields 
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Country 

Syr tMt% 

«yr 
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Syr yield % 
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yield % 

UK 
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am 
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9% 
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6% 
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Money Market Rates 
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Tourist Rates 

£ Buys 
AiataMDofea) 
AustnafScWBngs) 

Betgkan (Francs) 
CaracWDofere] 
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■63000 
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07000 
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£ Buys 

France (Francs) 74800 
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anace (Drachma! 3650000 
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Ireland (Pitas) 03800 
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Contract 


Setdomem Hiah/Low 

EstConto 
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price 
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traded 

Marast 

Long Si 

(Mar9Q 

105-20 

*5-07 
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0 
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A SPECIAL REPORT 


COURIER AND EXPRESS SERVICES 

Clients hand over more than packages 






Getting it there: the same service in any language 


Richard Gabriel the former 
motorcycle courier who sold his 
Interlink franchise company 
for £50 million, has rejoined the 
courier fold. He has made a 
substantial investment in 
Mercury SpeedLink, a fledgling 
overnight express parcels 
service based in North York- 
shire. 

While this may be of only 
passing interest to the rest o'f 
the industry, it underlines two 
emerging trends: the increasing 
success of franchising and the 
growth of the next-day market, 
both at home and abroad. 

Next-day delivery rose by 15 
per cent m a market whose 
overall growth was around 7 per 
cent Three days is now seen as 
too long to wan for many goods 
- a fact reflected in the decline 
of the three-day market by a 
sign i ficant 10 per cent. 

"The big growth is in 
computer-type industries, 
processing and manufacturing," 
says Peter Wigglesworth, 
general manager UK marketing 
for Pucelfonce, the Post Office 
division which retains the lion’s 


Couriers are moving towards wider service, says Lynne Curry 


share of the British market, and 
which continues to cany for 
more than 90 per cent of the 
UK’s biggest companies. “It's 
also the fact that companies are 
holding fewer stocks." 

Mercury SpeedLink was set 
up to capture a share of this 
next-day market by David 
Jacobs, a former freight 
forwarder who was part of the 



give a level of service, it has to 
be in the bands of the people 
that are controliing it,” Mr 
Jacobs says. “If the directors 
don t have the wherewithal to 
want to give that service, the 
company never wilL They look 
at the bottom line and the 
volume and not at the service. 
We have the owner-operator 
mentality.*' 

Mercury now has more than 
30 franchises and claims, 
through its “quality first” pfaflos- 
ophy and investment in 
bespoke information tech- 


nology, to have rekindled 
Richard Gabriel’s enthusiasm 
for the parcels business. “His 
first comment when he sat 
down was, ‘I've seen enough 
parcels to last me a lifetime’," 
Mr Jacobs says, “but we relit the 
fire.” 

Reliability from couriers is 
paramount when companies 
find it cheaper to have spare 
parts and stock express-deliv- 
ered than to hold it tn their own 
warehouses. But this brings its 
own problems. This way of 
operating, and the courier 
industry’s willingness to serve 
it, is attracting ever-louder crit- 
icism on environmental' 
grounds. No longer can the 
expansion of the courier 
industry be viewed in isolation 
from this by-product. 

Paul Jackson, chief executive 
of industry consultants Triangle 
Management Services, says 
integrators are faring a greater 
likelihood of being hit by night- 
fiight restrictions. The German 


Green party, wfakh has orches- 
trated a campaign to limit 
night-flights at Catome airport 
- forcing TNT to shift to Liege 
in Belgium - has kick-started 
a campaign unlikely to stop at 
Cologne. 

Road couriers are also 
coming under pressure to 
address the' effect of their 
mileage. Parcelforce has 
appointed. its first full-time 
environment officer and major 
couriers are looking at fuel 
consumption, cleaner fuels and 
alternatives to diesel. 

A part-solution is shared 
loads and “middle order” anrt 
“added value" tailorin g. Lynx, 
the parcels subsidiary of NFC, 
which turns over £80 mil li nn a 
year, will take over ware- 
housing, stock-holding or dedi- 
cate staff to oversee particular 
parts of the customer’s business. 

Abm Aluminium, which 
manufactures ladders in Corn- 
wall, uses Lynx riot only to 
deliver its goods,- but to carry 


them to a warehouse is Bristol 
and to manage the warehouse 
on Abru's betolL A toiall fleet 
of dedicated vehicles, working 
on shared use, collects compo- 
nents and delivers parts for 
truck manufacturers ERE 
Andy -Holder, Lynx's 



looking for .ways tit hive off 
their non-core activities, 
including the mail room, and 
Lynx has benefited from its wDlr . 
bigness to move, everything 
from an envelope to a pallet. 
"The trend irowadays is towards 
giving the customer exactly 
what they want for their own' 
particular operation, Off-the- * 
shelf solutions still appeal to ‘ 
some companies, but a great 
deal more 
now to be 
Some 4,000 companies are 
how Jostling in the UK to gain' 
this competitive edge. It is not, 
as Peter Wigglesworth says, ah 
industry which can rely .on 
customer loyalty - most busi- 


nesses have three or four 
carriers - and Phrcelforee’s 
dominant share of the market 

. is a rnere six. percent. ' 

Greater.' segraenialion-is 
leaving some areas of the 
market m the bands of special- 
ists. White Arrow has moved in 
.on the home delivery market, 

. along with other bome-delivciy 
-.services such as Litilewoods 
Home Express and Freemans 1 
■ Speediink. Parcelforce ’s place 
at the head of the league is 
under attack from TNT, 
Securicor and Omega Express. 

Couriers in this country have 
been slow to leap chi to the train 
to Europe. According to lim 
Weeks, UK auto'inotivc 
- manager for UPS. which had six 
intermodal containers deliv- 
ered test year, tbe infrastructure " 
.is lacking this side of the 
ChanneL “The longer the trip, 
the more effective.the method 
of travel by train becomes. 
There’s no doubt that there/'’ 
a case for using tr ains in tfi£ 
country once tbe infrastructure 
is there-, but the goods have to 
get to the stations.” 
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Send a letter overseas by international courier and it’ll cost you 
around £25. For £23.10 you can send seven 20g letters by 

SWIFTAIR, Royal Mail’s express 
airmail service - that’s a saving 
of around £20 on every item. 
Your international mad wffl get 

Plus airmail postage. Which means 

you can afford to express yourself a whole lot more with Swiftair. 

For more information about Swiftair visit your local post 
office or call us on 0800 25 0800. 





IYNNE curry 

Jackie Bfflmgfon’s bnSm dagBhe 
manner has come in useful for 
her new role as centra] services 
manager for couriers Mercury 
SpeedLink. If she gets a 
complaint from a- customer, 
she levies a £10 penalty on the 
depot in charge of theconsgn- 
menL ' T! 

After the shock of being 
told to pay a fine, her first victim 
sat down'to work out his reac- 
tionL “As I said to him,” Mrs 
Bfllington said, from her desk 
at the rompany hub m Rugby, 
“it wasn’t'hfr fault he should 


.•uw.uuv^ mni ii ng 

it .wouldn’t have ho^pouca 
agam.” Theconceptof Solved 
responsibilityis a strong tenet 
at Mercury Speediink, a year- 
old franchised overnight 

delivery company which is being 

sobstmtiallybackedby Richard 
Gabriel, founder rrf lnte rffqlr 

19^4 for £50 million; ■ * 

The. managing director, 
David Jacobs, says he. accepts 
that inevitably, some packages 
will miss their schedule, but if 
the company bears of problems 
and contacts- the customer, this 
usually, not only saves the situ- 
ation but impresses the 
customer. ~We want to be pro- 
active and phone our customers 
if we get deliveries wrong, or 
can foresee delays. We want- 
depots to train their drivers to 
radio in about breakdowns or 
delays. No other couriers would 
dare to do it but we believe 
most couriers work on the 
same basis of . trying to get 
away with iq thatif If they don’t 

tefi the customer, the customer 


won’t -find ouL This.- ends up 
costing us more." 

Hands-^ ctturiers sucir as 
Mercury SpeedLink can naiti- 

iraiKi-hcld lasers Which match 
the depot code with the codes 
oh the cages. Mistakes by 
hmnan eye at tins stage axe a 
common cause of misrouting. 

Larger operators are turning 
more to technology to minim 
'.. their .frequency and, where 
human error creeps in. to 
enable the customer to 'see 
exactly where the parcel is. As 
one of the 10 sponsors of the 
"1996 Olympic Gamesrffu 
Atlanta, Georgia, UPS is also 
the official supplier of package ' 
and distributions services. 
-Having successfully delivered 
mvilationstd 1517 countries to 
take part mJuty, .and managed 
not to cause a diplomatic ind- 
dent % missing anyone out, it 
now has the more complicated 
job of handing 11 mflhon highly- 
desirable tickets. 

.. “You can imagine the results 
rf they fell into the wrong 

hands,” Annie Garthwaite, the 
company’s European public 
relations director, says. 

12) ensure that eaci consign- 
ment of tickets is tracked, UPS 
has installed a closed-loop 
package tystem that gives the 
Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games direct acces 
imo UPS’s delivery information, 
which is carried on a “maxi 
“fde”. a sophisticated bar code. 
The code is monitored at every 
stage - right up to delivery, at 
wtucfa the package is signed for 
on an electronic clipboard 
immediately transmitted elec- 
tronically The sender is also 
taxed this proof of delivery. 
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IYNNE CURRY 


Full-page broadsheet adver- 
tisements trumpeting one 
dehveiy service do not come 

offering delivery to 100 dries 
across America by 8am the 
next day. 

ODlin Beesley, UPS’s UK 
“arketmg director, says the 
removal of bonders in Europe 
has speeded up deliveries to tbe 
continent, and customers now 
«pect a fester service to the US. 

. have been surprised 
“."MrBasteysaj®. 
we knew financial services 
wanted a service Eke that, but 
we have also taken promo, 
bond items for photographic 
shoots and other stuff that 

Bi,erc i[ ^ 

Paul Jackson, of industrv 
consultants Triangle Manage! 
ment Services, says thatfost 
^■K^USisnowweU 
ratabhdied, but this has not 

stopped couriers moving m to 
a store. Last year Marken 
Worldwide Express, a small 
company based in LdewortiL 
"fiddJcsex, doubted its tuniovS 
to more than £6 miflkmpgjtiy 
cm the back of what it dantis to 
rf ^stest service- to the 
United States. It offers sched- 
uled same-day services, taW 
advantage of the time laps4 
ovw-the Atlantic todcEver the 
package e£ht horns after it is 
picked up.m Bri tain 

Sinre u was estebtohed in 

13Sa to itS-two auren|Ldirec-; 


tors, Ken Powell and. Mark 
Adams, Marten has eegoyed an 
average annual growth rate of 
per cent, but this year’s 
exceptional 100 per cent, at a 
time of keen competition in the 
rouner market, is put down to 
its philosophy of finding niche 
mmtote and develop£| them, 
“^offers scheduled same-dav 


services to more than 70dtS 

mjheUSandEurop^^S 

- used-to carrying consignments 
woneded with the music, film, 

indllstries - 
- rarcdforce, the parcels divi- 
aon of the Post Offi^ ^ ^ 

EfS 10 tel ° ^ services 

eSh^ip 1 while 

toe premium for “by 8 am" 
d^toOSfaespwivrof 
tbe.wcight of the consignment, 
grates , he costofml 
document around £50 

JarobL Davi <i 


bar^Tatettve'S ° f 

a^tbin tte «S. te,,ded 10 

“ere are thousands ofSSrW 

’2? P Si e6 ’ aBoffeong^hei 

SSKSgSg 

London rates. to somebody^ 
.Newcastle rT 00 ** ® 
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COURIER AND EXPRESS SERVICES 
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LEERODWHLL 

Size isn’t everything when it 
comes to running a. successful 

courier sendee. . 

“Because we’re smaller than 
the frig boys we can be more 
flexible,” says Peter Jordan, 
sales manager of ' Marken 
■Worldwide Express. “We offer, 
for example^ same-day service 
to Europe and the United 
States._ If. you call in the 
.morning, we can pick up a' 
package by T lam and get it 
. delivered -in ; Earis before 
530pm. For the States, we 
wonla pick up around 6am - but 
we’d get it there that afternoon. 

“Yes, it?s . expensive - but it’s 
alot less expensive than sending 
' it via an on-board courier or 
taking it .yourself. And often 
that’s the only alternative." 

Hie continued success of 
the smaller cornier companies 
' in thefece of increasing compe- 
tition is generally down to 
niche marketing. Marken, 
which was one' of the first small 
independent couriers when it 
was set up! in 1981, has grown 
in the.-past.15 years: Turnover 
(past year was up to £6.4 million, 

; but the company remains 
1 committed to providing a flex- 
ible and personal sendee from 
its base in Isleworth. 

Customers who find its 
services invaluable include 
those working in the news and 
entertainment industries where 
deadlines are all important 
when, master tapes, television 
footage^ or negatives are 
concerned.-' 

Marken operate worldwide, 
bat other independents concen- 
trate on the UK market Peter 
Wiggieswoith, general manager 
UK Parcelforce, admits that 
customers can afford to pick 
and choose. “We have some- 
in 

f you 

companies that are little more 
than someone with a van. The 
smaller companies tend to 
focus on a particular service 
that meets a particular need, or 
they restrict operations to a 
small local area which means 
they can keep their costs down 
accordingly.' ■ 

"The competition is goorffcrr 



Feast trade courier companies need to be constantly efficient to keep customers 


the buyer but it can be tough 
for The supplier. We are the 
biggest, but we still only have 
25per cent of the market share 
ana iris hard to see how some 
of the smaller companies will 
survive, Rawhising- asAmtrak 
does'- 'may be one answer :** 

If the smaller operators pride 
thenftelves on the good rela- 
tionship they have with their 
customers, so, too. do the 
giants. In 1994 TNT linked up 
withAnaiog Devices, an inter- 
national manufacturer of elec- 
tronic components. 

Previously the company had 
rehed on (Merent . carriers to 
supply products to different 
locations, with resulting varia- 
tions in levels of service and 
delivery times. Theywere often 
unable to track consignments 
and had little flexibility or 
control over the supply chain. 

By framing an exclusive part- 
nership with TNT Express 
Worldwide they were able to 
improve the sendee to their 
customers. 


Another example of 
customer and courier getting 
closer together can be found in 
Dublin, the European base of 
Gateway 2000, an American 
companywho have been direct- 
selling computer hardware 
across Europe for the past two 
and half years. 

UPS not only ship 3,000 
packages for them a day, but 
have set up an on-line customer 
help desk in their office, 
complete with a dedicated 
■member erf UPS staff, to answer 
customer queries on the 
delivery status of a package. 

Paula Weir, Gateway 2000’s 


“UPS always handled our deliv- 
eries but we wanted to set up 
a system where all communi- 
cations from our customers 
were dealt with through 
Gateway. That way you don’t 
have peoplfi falling between two 
stoo& 

“Now if a customer wants 
information about a delivery we 
can give it to them by accessing 


Industry takes 

on 
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IYNNE CURRY 

Cornier companies are regis- 
tering growing public concern 
about the environmental effect 
of their expanding market 
More vehicles on the roads 
mean more noise and more 
pollution. Tn some busy streets 

- London's are among the worst 

- carbon monoxide, a colouriess, 
odourless and lethal gas, 

. exceeds Worid Health Organ- 
isation limits; “ . 

Particulates, another signif- 
icant emissi on, increase the 
risk of respirato ry and carriio- 
vascular disease and are. 
drought to kiD 10,000 Britons 
. every year. Just under half is 
emitted by road vehicles, and 
diesels, which now comprise Ibe 
vast majority erf the ccsnmerdai 
road fleet, emit about 10 times 
as modi as petrol vehicles. 

And there is noise pollution 
from nigjbt flights. The industry, 
propelled by- European legis- 
lation and public pressure, is 
having totake notice. . 

TNT announced last month 
rhiit. it was. to pull out of its 
. European air hub at . Cologne 
^nd move to a £40 million new 
T piib in liege, Belgium. The 
announcement noted that 
- liege allowed night flights, 
and was in a sparsely populated 
area, but it did hot refer to 
annithf* big reason forthe shift 

- the- powerful German Green 
party, which has led a strong 

~ campaig n against night flights. 

‘ TNT owns 28-aircraft, sixof 
them based in the UK, and fifes 

at night from Belfast, Birm- 




PoDuGon levels bijsome areas of Britain exceed the World 
Health Organisation Jfrnits Photog-apfi: Steve Morgan 


and Stansted. It claims that its 
fleet of BAe 146 “whisper jets” 
is probably the quietest freight 
’ fleet in existence: This aircraft 
is the J only one' allowed into 
urban airports like London 
City and Bromma, Stockholm. 

On.. the ground, public 
concern, has also persuaded 
TNT to remove all the front 
hull bars from its fleet of 325 
vehicles. Barry Sheldon, UK 
general manager, says the 
company -responded to 
concerns about road safety and 
took the decision last autumn. 

The environmental card is 
alsofreing played by UPS. Last 
'. : 'year, it introduced a-team of 
, walking couriers based* in 
Holbom, stressing their speed. 
— id efficiency in den'sely- 
" the 


Parcelforce won the Motor 

m^uriawafo^? hsfractor unit 
fuel consumption of 95 miles 
per gallon^ achieved by aero- 
dynamics, good maintenance 
and driver training. 

It has fitted speed limiters of 
55mpfa on tractor units in 
advance of restrictions of 
60mph - contributing to a fuel 
saving of £300,000 within two 
years. A new bar code labelling 
system has reduced the amount 
of paper in documentation by 
^80 per cent, arid its targets cover 
improving miles per .gallon, 
reducing 002 emissions and 
fuel consumption of both vehi- 
cles and builaings. ”We are well 
known in the industiyfor our 
efforts to lessen the impact we 
have on the environment,” Ms 
Barnard says. 


1 business, areas. Now'l 

team is promoted fbr its green 
credentials as well as itseffi- 
dcncy. . . • ’ • _ 

E^iicefforce, Britain’s Inggest 
carrier, stiDown^ly the Jfost 
.' Office, has appointed ns first 
■■ M%ne enroonmeait manager. 

. Andrea Barn^isle^qpOTte 
. ira'attadring fcKir. areas energy 
' -consumption, poOution, waste 
; and tircoonsumptfon of latural ' 
resources. Last . year, 


not always remain i£e dominant 
fuel, especially in towios and 
cities, Alternatives are proving 
promising, but expensive^ not 
least because of duly imposed 
on fuels in UK. ' 

■ The first compressed natural 
gas (CNG) vehicle in Europe, 
a van owned by UPS, is 
currently rimningbetween Mer 
worth and Westminster. Vehi- 
cles which itm on CNG emit 90 
per cent less carbon mo noxide 
and significantly less nitrogen 
pride than conventional diesel 
engines. ‘ 

Tim Weeks, UPS’s -British 
automotive manager, says wbat 
comes .out of the adapted Ford 
Transit van looks like vapour 
and pebpfe .can. . breathe'it at 
dose range without keeling 


over. "The reason there are not 
more of these around is that the 
n mni ng cost and the whole-life 
cost of die van are more expen- 
sive, and we wanted to be able 
to quantify that. The Chancellor 
did start to- move in the last 
Budget on natural gas and 
reduced the duly by 15 per cent, 
but it still doesn ’t make it more 
cost-effective.” 

UPS has been testing tractor 
units powered by liquefied 
natural gas in Houston, Ifexas, 
and has discovered a 66 per 
cent reduction in nitrogen 
oxides and an 80 per cent 
reduction in particulates. In the 
US, it has 280 CNG vehicles on 
the road, with plans to triple 
that number before next year. 

Mr Weeks says public 
rumblings about the number of 
delivery vehicles on the roads 
and the damage they may be 
doing are acknowledged by the 
industry. "We are tremendously 
aware of the pollution problem 
.and have taken considerable 
steps to minimise it.” 

A new .emission regulation, 
the Euro 2, comes into effect 
in August this year, imposing 
new controls on commercial 
fleets. TNT says it has fitted 
engines which comply with 
this regulation on its vehicles 
since 1994, at a cost of half a 
million pounds. In 1998. Bum 
\ imposing tighter controls on 
emisaons,wiD come into effect 
Manufacturers will then, be 
nnah le to sell vehicles without 
comp lian t e n gines, which will 

add some £1,800 to the price of 
each one and therefore will add 
to the cost of courier services. 


the UPS tracking system. UPS 
also have access to our system 
and can update us regularly. So 
we can call a customer to let 
them know their order has 
been shipped or to warn them 
if there is likely to be a delay 
because of bad weather. 

“An additional bonus is that, 
although we have security 
controls when accepting credit 
cards, there are occasional 
instances involving fraud UPS 
have been able to alert us when 
an address does not seem 
kosher - and so far they've 
made the right call eveiy time.” 


EU single market cuts out most 
bottlenecks, aids next-day mail 


LEE RODWELL 

The introduction of the single 
market and the dismantling of 
trade barriers in Europe have 
brought new challenges for the 
express distribution industry. 

Before January 1993 it was 
difficult for courier and express 
services to guarantee next-day 
morning deliveries. Although it 
was possible to get packages 
from one place to another 
quickly by air, many countries 
within the European Commu- 
nity bad detailed customs 
formalities which meant that it 
could take up to three hours to 
process in-bound clearances 
on arrival. 

In France or Italy, for 
instance, although an aircraft 
arrived at 6am, the goods might 
not be released from Customs 
until later that morning. As a 
result deliveries could not 
normally be made until the 
afternoon. However, changes in 
customs procedures have now 
given express delivery compa- 
nies the ability to offer guar- 
anteed morning deliveries - by 
9am in major cities. As as 
result business is booming and 
the costs have srarted to come 
dawn. As Gareth Thomas, UPS 
Europe, International Express 
Manager points out: “Transport 
by air is considerably Sister than 
fay road, but one of the main 
barriers to the customer has 
been cost. With the growth of 
the movement of goods by air 
economies of scale are being 
created which are now being 
fed through to the customer.” 
Even so, road-based services 
also continue to grow. Ricky 


Fiander, UK operations 
director at DHL points out that 
when speed is not an over- 
riding factor, moving consign- 
ments by road makes sense. 
“It’s cheaper and it’s easier to 
make contingency plans. If an 
airport is fog-bound there's 
not much you can do." 
Martin Lomas, European 
market sector manager at 
Parcelforce, agrees that road 
transport can give more flexi- 
bility. "With air, every second 
counts. With road you have 
more time. But we have a very 
good record with our nightly 
flights from our UK operational 
hub at Coventry. One of the 
reasons we are there is because 
the airport has the best fog 
record in the whole country.” 

In fact, the main players in 
the industry are investing in 
both road and air networks as 
their operations expand. TNT, 
for example, is investing 40 
milli on on a new European air 
hub at Liege in Belgium to take 
over from Cologne, where a 2 
million investment has already 
enabled them to double the 
“sortation” capacity: 15,000 
pieces can now be bandied an 
hour, compared to a previous 
7300. 

Liege has been chosen 
because the airport is not 
congested, the area around it 
sparsely populated, road access 
is good and the site has expan- 
sion capabilities. 

TNT is also using the 
Channel tunnel route into 
Europe and has recently 
opened a new depot in the 
Gal wick area to cater for the 
increasing demands of the 


South East. Anthony Lock, 
general manager. Marketing 
TNT Express Worldwide, says: 
“The Channel tunnel has given 
us added capacity for overnight 
deliveries to Northern Europe 
providing greater flexibility and 
more time definite services.” 

Since the end of 1993 TNT 
has also built new depots in 
Europe to meet customer 
demands. These include three 
in the LIK at Croydon, Stansted 
and London City airport. 
DHL is another company 
expanding its sites to enable it 
to get closer to its customers. 
In 1922 they had 22 local 
stations in the UK, now they 
have 43. Consignments are 
taken by courier to the local 
station where they are sorted 
into destinations and then sent 
on to the nearest hub. The 
company's main hub in Europe 
is based in Brussels, but there 
are smaller hubs in the East 
Midlands. Copenhagen. 
Nuremberg, Cologne. 
Begamot, Paris, Lyons and 
Madrid. 

Road and air transport 
networks are improving all the 
time, the obstacles involved in 
customs clearance - and the 
paperwork that went with that 
- have been swept away. So are 
there still any bottlenecks? 

“Not within the EU.” says 
DHLs Ricky Fiander. “Else- 
where in the world some coun- 
tries have customs regimes 
which are not. perhaps, geared 
to deal with the volumes which 
have rapidly increased over the 
past few years. And in some 
countries where they are trying 
to protect home markets - 


textiles, for instance - there may 
be lengthy procedures rather 
than fast track clearance.” 

Martin Lomas of Parcelforce 
says that hold-ups within 
Europe can still occur if the 
customer has used insufficient 
packaging or given an incom- 
plete address. “Even so, we've 
got access to more delivery 
addresses than any other 
carrier.” 

Gareth Thomas of UPS 
confirms that problems with 
customs clearance tend only to 
occur in less developed coun- 
tries. However, when it comes 
to Europe he believes that 
there is one remaining bottle- 
neck slowing down the use of 
air transport and that is linked 
to the issue of ground handling. 

"Express operators already 
perform self handling at 
selected European airports 
such as Brussels, Barcelona. 
London Heathrow, Amsterdam 
and Copenhagen. Elsewhere, 
handling is carried out by 
airport staff and not necessarily, 
the carrier. 

“Air express and air cargo are 
often ideally siruated in smaller 
airports where freighter aircraft 
do not have to compete with 
passenger aircraft for slots and 
where road transport connec- 
tions are least congested. We 
think the carrier should be 
given the opportunity to handle 
their own goods at all airports.il 
would speed things up and 
help us provide a fast and 
seamless service." he says. 

“In many airports ground 
handling is a monopoly - and 
monopolies don't lead’ to the 
best service or the best price.” 
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The latest 


The waiting is oven after the hype 
and hoopla of the close season, the 
fantasies of Dream Team managers 
became reality in Melbourne. 
Damon Hill wore the victor's laurels, 
but his team-mate Jacques Vil- 
leneuve came up trumps with the 
Dream Team points. A one-two for 
the Williams drivers means plenty of 



points to share out among Dream 
Team managers who selected one or 
more of Hill, VOleneuve. Williams 
and Renault for their package. HiU . 
top-scored in the morning warm-up 
session to take his total points score 
to 27. but that is no more than is' to 
be expected from a £23m man. 

The other expensive superstars. 
Michael Schumacher and Jean AJe- 
si, proved poor value for money in 
Melbourne. Among the bargain 
basement drivers, Mika Sale and Pt- 
dro Diniz stand out with 15 and 10 
points respectively. The Finnish 
Tyrrell driver looks a good bet for 
more high-scoring finishes this sea- 
son. Diniz s place at Ligier owes more 
to the size of his wallet than the mag- 
nitude of his talent, but the wealthy 
Brazilian knows how to- stay out of 
trouble and is sure to register plen- 
ty of finishes. 

Williams predictably dominate in 
the chassis department, where 


. DRIVER OF THE 

The Canadian rookie, son of thereat :■ 
Gflles, dominated his first Grand Prix, j 
taking pole position, setting the -M 
fastest lap of the race and leading B 
until the final few laps, when a per- 
sisterit oil leak threatened to silence f|p 
his Renault engine and he was -vS 
forced to back off. But he was 




.yrith ^corid^^ace; 
far-sighted Dfeam Tbam ' 


Tyrrell's neat, reliable little car rep- 
resents good value. But for Jordan 
fans it was, in their driver Martin 
Brundle’s words, “the weekend from 
hell". Brundie somersaulted spec- 
tacularly out of the race on the first 
lap, and lasted only a minute in the 
restarted race. Brundie 's team-mate 
Rubens Bamchello also retired, 
meaning a painful -5 for all Dream 


Team managers who selected Jordan 
chassis. Jordan's engine supplier, 
Peugeot, was also the only major 
manufacturer not to score well in 
Melbourne. 

Now the circus moves on to lu- 
te riagos for the Brazilian Grand 
Prix on 31 March. Will it be an ear- 
ly- season double for Damon, a Fer- 
rari first for Schumacher, or a 


GRAND 
PRSX '96 
RACE 

SCHEDULE 


WIN a drive in a 

Grand Prix car 


home-town maiden victory for 
Rubens Barricbello? Dream oa_ • 

Look oat for yoar chance to reg- 
ister the week before the Brazilian 
Grand Prix (March 31) in . Hie 
Independent and the Independent 
on Sunday. Yon could win a trip to 
the San Marino Grand Prix. 

Rales are as previously published. 


£26m .••.'v---'- 

1 M Schumacher 
£23m 

2 J Alesi 

• 3D : -flS« r v ' ' V- 

£20m 

■ 4Ma rg*' 

£1Bib 

5 D CpufthanJ. . 

6 E Irvine 

513m 

8 M.HstfdkSneh - 

9 H H Frentzen 

£10m t , 

10 M Brundie ’ 1 
il^R-Bamchelfo *• 

12 J. Herbert. 

£fon 

13 M Salo 
14PTamy ::: 

£4m . 

15F Dirili’'; 

-16 U Katayama 
17X Vferstappen 

18 0 Panis 

19 L Badoer. 

20 RRpsset ; ' . ■ 

21 A Monterrnini 

22 G Ffatahella 

23!-VTS0^pK¥>- v ... 

24 T Marques . 

26 H Noda 
2?xT Inbae*, i-X 

£im 

29. J-C Bouillon 
aOTKBDb K-^v . 
31 K Burt - • 

33N Fontana - . . 
34.JI^ranaiflaN v 
35 N Larini * . 
36^1Vfeigiju^ea v 
37 A Prost : 
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[ AUSTRALIAN 
GRAND PRIX: 

CHASSIS POINTS SCORED, 




Top 


March 31 

Brazilian GP 

-. April 7 

' Argentinian GP 
April 28 
European GP 

May 5 

San Marino GP 

May 19 

Monaco GP 

June 2 

Spanish GP 
June 16 
Canadian GP 
June 30 
French GP 
July 14 
British GP 
July 23 
German GP 
August 11 
Hungarian GP 
August 25 
Belgian GP 
September 8 
Italian GP 
September 22 
Portuguese GP 
. October 13 
Japanese GP 


The Dream Team 
manager with the highest 
number of points at the 
end of the Grand Prix 
Championship season will 
win our top prize - a drive 
in a 650bhp FI car. 

You will be flown to the 
AGS team’s training 


school In the south of 
France for the most exhil- 
arating experience of your 
life. The school spe- 
cialises in FI courses and 
provides all the racewear 
and instruction you wiH 
need for a day driving FI 
and other single seat cars. 




aft a-jEag gs??* 


Oirt of our 
top 50 
: teams, 23 
teams 
> came joint 
• 1st, each 
; scoring 71 
points. 

! The other 
: 27 teams 
came joint 
■ 24th, each 
scoring 69 
points. 
More scores 
are being 
; entered for 
this race, 
check the 
: Results 
; Phoneline 
for the latest 
information. 
The winner 
will be in- 
formed later 
in the week. 



1 Burton Racing 
1 DuffdenRug3 
1 Tothaxn Turbos 
1 Hill Marker 
Racing 

I Piston Broke 
1 Grid Lockers 
1 MWD 
1 Eurosport 
9 BBC5 
I SammarcA 
1 Suffolk and Fast 
1 Mad Fleet 
1 Speedy Squirrel 
Racing 

I The Really Good 
Team 

1 Red Roosters 
1 Spanner Ballet 
1 Dampo 1 
1 Calisto 
1 Cor Look At 
That 


I Wood Racing 
I Virtual Reality 
Racing Team 
1 Road America 
1 Endorphin 
Machine FI 
I Soloman GP 
24 Pacemaker 
Formula 1 
24 Nino Racing 
24 AK Racing 
24 Manda G.P. 
24 Strides Fliers 
24 Dinky Racine 
24 Can- 
24 S.T.B. 2 
24 The Loose 
Wheel Nutts 
24 Pistinbrock 7 
24 Eddie Stowbart 
Racing 

24 Tyrell Terrors 
24 Josh Racing 


24 Jacks The Lad 
24 D M O Racing 
24 Jones Phantom 
Racing Team 2 
24 Demon Dave 
24 S E B Racing 
24 Rag Racing 
24 G T Racing 2 
24 Glowing 
Carbon 

24 The Hinde • 
Car All Stars ' 
24 The Famous. 
Five 

24 Russell Racing 
24 Fifti Corsa 
24 Enthusiastic 
Enthusiasts 
24 Kingsland GP 


V-..V 

40 Benetton 

r 4£.VW6ate T .V'i- : ' ;»• 

£18m 

42j=efrari> '.•• >: 

£15m ■ 

43 iMdUrenr V.~>a v .", : 

£14«n 

^'Sauber • '■■■ • v ..if. 

45 Jordan 

46 Ligier . 

£6|B -t. ~ • 

47Jyrrell : 

£5n»'- ^ / ? J ■ • 

48 Arrows . . 






49 -Minardi 
50:Forti .- 




’ -J' 1 ^ 

'<1 *4- =• 


AUSTRALIAN 
GRAND PRIX: 

ENGINE POINTS SCORED 




£2Gm 

51- Renaulf 

518m 

52- Ferrari 

515m 

^Mercedes '/ 

512m 


1 r '- — • IAmUi 


V 1 *™**?, 




510m 

55 Mugen 

58m 

56.FbrcTVlO ! 

56m 

57yarnaha.;^:: 

54m 

58 Hart : ;: . 

53m 





• ■- 


^ .fi V.. — 
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sport 


The new stadium will hold 75,000. Are 22,000 extra places 
worth the complete destruction of an excellent stadium? 



It isno. disrespect, I hope, to Mur- 
raySeld andl^msdbwne Road to say 
that the final matches in the Five Na- 
tions' Championship wQ} be played 
at the two leading grounds in the 
British Isles: the National Stadium, 
Cardiff (still referred to by itsjbld 
name, Cardiff Anns Park), and the 
RugbyFqotball Union's headquar- 
ters ground at Twickenham. ' 

. I regret I caxmot join with zny col- 
leagues in the nigby-writing trade, 
or most of them — Frank Keating is 
the only exception I know - in 
praising the RFLTs hew construc- 
tion. “Tvlagnificent modem stadium'’ 
is the phrase most commonly 
brought into play. Well, it may be 
modern, and it is undoubtedly a sta- 
dium _'biit magnificent it most cer- 
tainly is not.- " 

The fundamental trouble is snn- 


?Wt] 


i. It possesses no atmosphere, 
/itb a capacity of 71,000 (74j000 if 
boxes are included) it is stdl a dead 
sort of place. 

This is a characteristic which mod- 
era arenas often possess, even when 
they have nothing to do with sport. 
In the autumn 1 attend the confer- 
ences of the political parties. The 
Opera House, Blackpool and the 
RawKon, Scarborough, 19th century 
bail dings both, have an atmosphere 
'which is absent from the modem con- 
ference centres of Brighton, 
Bournemouth and elsewhere. 

The reason why these new places 
lack atmosphere is the same as it is 
for Twickenham There is no mys- 
tery about it. Hie action is too far 
away from the audience. This has an 
anaesthetising effect. There is no 
sense of the partidpation you still 


- feel at a large football ground such 
as Highbury Stadium or a dub rug- 
by ground such as Slradey Park, 
Llanelli. 

Twickenham has a further griev- 
ous fault. For not only is the bank- 
ing of the seats insufficiently steep. 
Not only are the seals themselves too 
far removed from the pitch, so that, 
from certain points the participants 
lode like Subbuteo-sized rugby play- 
ers. The stands have also been de- 
signed on the assumption that we 
enjoy a Mediterranean climate. 

These great, open spaces would 
be admirable in B£riers. Montpel- 
lier or Narbonne. On a wet and 
windy January Saturday in Middle- 
sex they are a less happy idea. 
Though television sets are provid- 
ed, one for every two seats, in the 
press box, I should still prefer not 



ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

to be soaked when the wind is in the 
wrong direction. 

I have, I may say, no great nos- 
talgia for the Twickenham of 
Obolensky's uy or Louis Jones's de- 
but for T&Ies against England The 


ghosts of Wavell Wakefield and 
Adrian Stoop do not haunt me. The 
old ground clearly had to change. My 
regret is that the change was not bet- 
ter managed. 

The Welsh Rugby Union did 
manage it at Cardiff. The passing of 
the old Arms Park was certainly not 
to be regretted. It seemed to be con- 
structed largely of corrugated iron. 
The prudent spectator would hitch 
up his trousers a couple of inches to 
protect the bottoms from the urine 
which would flow copiously down 
the terraces like a Welsh mountain 
stream He would, if really thought- 
ful. apply a coating of dubbin to his 
shoes beforehand for the same pro- 
tective purpose. 

Those days went when the WRU, 
inspired by "its then treasurer. Ken- 
neth Hams, reconstructed the Anns 


PUrk, with the National Stadium on 
one side and a pitch for the Cardiff 
club on the other. Harris and his col- 
leagues succeeded both in remov- 
ing the many inconveniences of the 
old ground and in preserving the old 
atmosphere - even though the 
singing may not be what it once was. 

I may be biased, because I always 
enjoy my visits to Cardiff. The train 
service is good, the ground is only min- 
utes' walk from the station and I in- 
variably meet old friends. Whether I 
shall continue to enjoy my occasion- 
al expeditions is more doubtfuL 

Fortified by a grant from the Mil- 
lennium Fund - so costing the 
Welsh National Opera its own grant 
for a new opera house - Lhe stadi- 
um is to be entirely rebuilt on an axis 
turned by 90 degrees. In many years 
of writing about rugby, it is the great- 


est piece of vainglorious folly that 
1 can remember. 

The reason is supposed to be that, 
as Wiles are hosts to the 1999 
World Cup, a suitably grand stadi- 
um must be available for the FinaL 
But what is wrong with the Nation- 
al Stadium as it is today? It holds 
53,000. The new stadium will, it is 
planned, hold 75,000. Are 22,000 ex- 
tra places really worth the complete 
destruction of an excellent stadium? 

Not craly do I foresee financial dis- 
aster on a colossal scale. Even if that 
is avoided, the WRU will no longer 
own its own ground, as it does to- 
day. For a majority holding will be 
taken by the South Glamorgan 
County Council. To allow that out- 
come, when the WRU will no longer 
be master of its own house, is folly 
of a high order. 




«3 



the Potters 

Tonight's derby is special for Mike Pejio, 
the Stoke City coach. Phil Shaw reports 


A nyone doubting the en- 
during power of 
parochialism in football 
need look no further than 
Stoke-on-Trent, that cluster of 
communities in search of a city. 
Mike Pejic played in a League 
Cup final, three FA Cup semi- 
finals, in Europe and for Eng- 
land, yet stfiL regrets that he 
never appeared nra “proper” 
Potteries derby. 

A quarter of a century has 
elapsed since Pejic, now 46 and 
coach to Stoke Q'ty, first pa- 
trolled the left side of the Pat- 
ters’ defence. At times, they 
were the length of the league 
ahead of "Port \&le; stylish 
^ porcelain to We’s plain eartfa- 
- enware. But even then, when ei- 
ther dropped in on the 
neighbours, the crockery flew. 

“There was an end-of-season 
match at Stoke in 1970, but you 
couldn't call it a friendly,” re- 
called Pepc, whose own tackling 
could demolish a china shop. 
“\fele won 3-2 and it was a bit 
spicy. -There were a few stitch- 
es flying about that night,” 

He left Stoke for Evotoa sev- 
en years later, since. when the gap 
between the local rivals has nar- 
rowed to the point where they 
meet regularly. Vale, indeed, 
have won the last two meetings 
on enemy soil, although there is 
more than tribal honour at stake 
at Vale Park tonight 
Stoke, fourth in the Fust 
Drtfrson. need the paints in (hen- 
push for the Premiership; Vale, 
23rd, need the points to avoid 
felling perhaps two divisions be- 
hind mem. Pejic, who ironical- 
ly did much in tandem with John 
Rudge to challenge the status 
quo, will be alongside Lou 
Macari in the visitors’ dug-out 
He might well have spent the 
evening on the other side of the 
world. 

After six years with Vale 
came to a “soar” end, which he 
has contested in court with ini- 
tial success, Pejic had a spell in 
Kuwait and a stint as manager 
^of impoverished Chester, Last 


. September, he was within days 
of starting work as director of 
coaching for the state of Vic- 
toria when the call came from 
the Victoria Ground. 

• *Tm not saying . I wouldn’t - 
have turned down Australia 
for any other dub,” he said, “but 
it would have had to be some- 
thing very special. Stoke had a 
massive emotional poll for me; 
-because I came here from the", 
age of five with my dad. It’s in 
theheart.” • 

- Soon after Pejjc’s home- 
coming, with Stoke struggling 
through an opening sequence or 
three wins in 14 games, the staff 
were summoned to a meeting. 
“There w ere problems with a 
pertain group of players and the 
atmosphere within the dub 
wasn’t right,” he said “Loii 
asked for our opinions and we 
gave them. 

“He then made major deci- 
sions which sorted out the dif- 
ficult players. One went and the 
others were isolated. It showed 
that the staff were united and 
meant business.” 

The subsequent upturn has 
left Stoke better placed to re- 
gain their position in the top di- 
vision than at any time since 
their dismal departure in 1985. 
Macari’s teams tend to be por- 
trayed as the antithesis of the 
sublimely skilled veterans who 
the stripes under Tony 
Pejic, the link be- 
tween the eras, argues that 
comparisons are ill-conceived. 

“The game has changed so 
much in terms of rules, tactics 
and systems of play. We had 
great artists in the 70s side, but 
sometimes under-achieved. 
There’s a real drive, a sense of 
purpose about the place now. 

“When I played we had a 
back four of local lads - myself. 
Jack Marsh, Denis Smith and 
Alan Bloor - with Gordon 
Banks behind us organising 
everything. But in midfield and 
up front we played it very much 
off the cuff It was almost a team 
of two halves." 



Lining them up: IVHke Pejic prepares Stoke for tonight’s vital match against Port Vale Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 



That experience, while by 
no means turning him against 
flair, prompted Pejic’s interest 
in coaching. Between jobs he 
has been in demand with the FA 
and is a devotee of Don Howe, 
whose dour image he calls 
“ridiculous”. Macari, a kindred 
spirit, riiares his standards on fit- 
ness and discipline. 

“Lou works the players very 
hard-Tfis thin icing is that if they 
can’t work or run, they're a 
waste of time. I'd say he did his 
homework on me in that re- 
spect" 

It is a mistake, Pejic insists, 
to confuse their common out- 
look with an adherence to the 
long-ball game. As in the case 
of Howe, he feels public per- 


ceptions are simplistic. Macari 
may like to get the ball forward 
quickly, but once it is in the fi- 
nal third he prefers small, mo- 
bile forwards who are good at 
creating and exploiting space to 
big target men. 

First there was Mark Stein, 
then Paul Feschisolido, now 
Mike Sheron and Simon Stur- 
ridge - aD players in their man- 
ager’s image. Sheron came from 
Norwich before Christmas in ex- 
change for a striker already 
loaned to a Second Division 
club. Sturridge is a refugee 
from Barry Fry’s revolving 
doors at Birmingham, which 
also provided Stoke's creative 
hub, Nigel Gleghorn. 

Even if Macari wanted to 


spend, the club are £3m in 
debt, playing to an average 
gate of 11,600 in an area rav- 
aged by recession, and planning 
a new stadium. In the foresee- 
able future, they have little 
choice other than to rely on the 
talent currently available to 
them. 

Premiership status would, of 
course, make refinancing im- 
perative. As Pejic points out, 
such thoughts are premature 
with nearly a third of this sea- 
son Jeff. Sioke face three oth- 
er teams in the top six before 
the end of March, not to men- 
tion tonight’s confrontation. 

As a summ arise r with BBC 
Radio Stoke, he was able to 
“scour” Vfcle in the FA Cup ties 


with Everton and Leeds, being 
impressed if undaunted. While 
Rudge 's men have a Wembley 
dale in the AngJo-lialian Cup 
final next Sunday. Pejic is sure 
the pressure and pride will con- 
centrate their minds. 

“I was involved with Vale 
when the derbies started again 
in '89. The build-up was very ex- 
citing and the players were cer- 
tainly aware of what it meant to 
the supporters." 

Which, according to Pejic. is 
an unusually localised parti- 
sanship. “When I played for 
Everton against Liverpool in the 
semi-final, I remember cars 
with scarves of both teams 
banging out. You’d never see 
that in the Pbtteries." 


HYPERION 

ZOO German Legend 2L35 Tresldder 3JLD Fi- 
nal Hope 3.40 Notable Exception 4-15 All On 
4.50 Opera Fan ■ 


I SEDC£F1ELD HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
1 £2£00 added 3m 3f 

F4306-P BRO(Z2) Vltai*son 101210 ,._Mr I* Item*** 0) 

211566- FB0LEHS 1HRS (524) I tyfre 13 12 ID — HrRBwis(7) 

&13A- HBU. HOPE (285) Rian 8 12 10 Hn f Hw tfuin (7) 

SHF 12/ EQUWOCJW. (739) J SstenOA 11 12 7 — tfrNMuntB) 
322356 linm 038) (CO) R Johnson 12 12 7 — Mr P fatam (5) 
446W RJWUNGPKE (652) MtosS Horns 11 120 


_Mr M Somraby (7) 


GOINS: Good to Firm. 

| Left-hud, undulating course. 

■CoarseJs im SWof town nmrjisictton ofASSBaodAl 77. Stock- 
ton station' (9nn) or Durham Bu t to n (12m). ADMISSION: Pad- 
doefc SataW’JjSd); Course 52. CftRPAfflfc FVee. - 


WINNEXS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nonet 
LONG-M»TANCB EUNNKKS: Cntxf Horst Dancer (200) bat 
been ana 210 miles br F Jordan ham Mafory. Hereford A. Worc^. 


7 ' 43fy Bni£rQ8a.(854)DtUcMisoriirUSi — MrTSttttm 
-7 HBdared- 

BETTBMfe 5-4 An) Hops, M Mdtam Dmft B-l Upwefl, 32-1 Eqriaoe- 
tUt, hab( FIN* ttHer 6M. M-l Eton 




2.00 


MONKEY PUZZLE SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2£00 3m 3f 110yds 
U04IUBI (48) <C| Mb U Rate* ID 12 0 -C McCtnmcfcp] 
FMHLUR ART fira) G Mote 5 12 0 .MBmAf 

Ottawa 04) J Mows 9114 * Hants* m 

GStMMI LEGEND (14) Dlart) 6 113 MtBan(7) 

KTTTDCHSBE LAD (14) Mis S ftBUI 6 11 1 B6nBu(7) 

D0NT1HJ.JUDTH4) MteMMesmfiUO— G 001(5) 

am M0RVEHN (7) WKsrip 10 10 13 SMcOonpl 

■ (7) Jtates 101012 — JtlfcCattUrfO 
r (05) (CD) J Wade 10 10 10. 
wra 015) FJoaJan 8 10 9 

I (231 R Judies a ID 9 — : —OTcrewy (3) 

.(B)Ui*»»8ioe-. : — .FP#™e 


| A1 BANDAS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
; £4*500 added 2m 5f 

1 QfOQUUO DSTBIHO tflU.(7) V Thomson 8 11 4 NBwflqr 

2 22P2J0 fHIEMrf 04 ) (BR Mb P S ty 7 114 flMadey 

-3 3-4(502 /Wna£EJCSWW(2nMeMlte^rn4 8MlBra 

4 006010 REW DC WISE (ID Denys Smut) 9 11 4 BHartnft(3) 

6 F5044U RBW DBS (4) Ifflv Thompson 7114 — Mr K Thompson 

6 2TO WELLB»K[7)HAieard8r911* PKS0A 

- 6 doctored - 

BBTWC 8-4 Notable EjcopUoo, M Wtefttty, 7-a Rnva Da Vstso, S-l 
RWtr Dm, 14-1 VM Bank. 20J. Dttfltoij He 


LEU 



MDDOCKBOOKMAKERS MARES NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3£00 2m 5f 120yds 

1 335103 AIL ON (7) (CO) J Mansion 5118 RMdqr 

2 000034 MUSnSUWmSOR (3)0 Mt*tao5112 DJMolHt 

3 3-65U3P BWlf BSW (48) G Kb* 7 11 2 UrP ktoray (7) 



5TVU5B BStT 048) G Ottiqd 9 ID r— 

r(7)DMcCa»l910 6. 


>MH0avC3) 



-At 


(5) 0 Kb* 10 ID 6 _ J* P Moray (7) 

(14) B BoudeU 9 10 5 -flt*y(3) 

T Dyer 7 10 5 —B stony 

IS S00S0P HUM HOUSE (ZTiORJ Halm V. 10 4* S lfltorP) 

19 00Q0P ASHOM-UgNPa TWaSl gO RMwoeyS 

i Mmeiua ifla Tam hanrtc*pw»a:«a»tjflya»3ai. 

BenwC: 4-1 Wtenomda UJ. s-i ro r «f Art. 7-1 Hamm. Pool Ml 
indy. 8-16«qr Hera* Doneac, 10-1 bmia L^Mi. 12-1 otbos 

njocl RACING' CHANNEL HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS- D) £5^00 added 2m HOyds 

1 M22TO 

2 ZStW «JBEMP«.( 8 )(D)DMcCain' 13120 DMeCKa 

3 F52541 WniW60E(43)OTMtsMftoiwl2111L.ECari*(5) 
•« : 051154 TMSgBBBWW W.MW&Sedyl41DS -J Cdl e pm 
5. 4F3SP BNDXSIiAHnXZmWKVta^a 11103 _J>Uass«jr(SJ 
6'i /54QP6 

r. -6d«da«Mi- 

'AWnunr'Mtf« InijaAhm&m MWAb *to*7?eftoia»13BL 
BETONteW JM ft*** lMfdMcdliM) 4-1 6a* Uetal F-lbtdd-.' 
dM^lUim'SBaK'SKWIIaralbtFiBd 


(U) P Umeen 7 U 2 _J> PKkar m 

{Z7) R Bar 6112 -NSntftb 

CE(7) RJatrson7n2 MrPMmm 

: (59) Mrs M Reudey 4 ID 13 G Cats (8) 

i C27] J VFOmn&t 4 ID 7 Mr K Great] 

SETTING: 5-4 Mi On. 11-4 Tfaym, 7 -1 Cuppertant. 3-1 Anastada 
WbHtscr, 12-1 Dear Enfly, 14-1 te »»n H B nnl h n r , 20-1 stbnrs 


4.50 


NORIHSIN ELECTRIC CHARITY NOVICE 
HAMXCftP HURDLE (CLASS E)£3j000 2m IT 

3524 T0HWt1MKR2)BBtcen4Ul0 BHudneO) 

644214 CURRENT SPEGHffiTtaOsby 6118 BTomsyP) 

561050 MARCO MAfiMWCO (13) T 6 10 11 BStowy 

U 0 PBWFW (14) K Wcftm i 10 5 -DHuuylS) 

0005. »me (27) G Moore 4 10 5 > 


012F0P CADCAW PHSKRE (48) Danys £rWi 5 103 _F Lft*y (3) 
3HX&0 PSBMNUWP76) FVHson 7100 DBnrttey 

SaV.DUBUUOtL4C8)AHsrisanSU)a HRWBf 

0PP-3S0 BAUTBffltR (7) M W EaSEfOy 5 ID 0. 0 Poore 

9POO \eu) BROOK 03) 1*5 5 Banal 6 ID D IBnOa 

-■ ‘ . •' . -lOdkdMd- 

MMnum aaUirlOS. Trm fflndfcS) MtfKSfwfts tsi 9u 136, M Jefr 
*r9amfeiar»(SQ98L 

SETIWG: 11-* Cun«* Spetcft. 7-2T<BUCaT», Opera Fan, 6-1 Mnrco 
ifcjd pM, 7-lXMpete. 10-1 Cadeatn Preatwn. 12-1 ottrera 


Windsor 


oTfc l POPESWOOD HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
a - Lq l D) £5000 added 3m 


HYPERION 

2 Jj 0 KingG^seach 2*40 Frogmarch 3JL5 Seod 
Rioga 330 Shift Again 4J25 Andre Laval 5X>0 
Khih Athetstan 


1 6-553PF D0MT7HL THE WIFE (12) p) C Epnon 10 11 IT. 


J A McCarthy 


GOING: Good u> Soft (Soft in pUrccO 

■ Plgui¥-oI<lgtecomBe.Uw) with sharp rums, and bng ^raighti 

■ Course a N of town on A30&. Baihmy staiioro V Windsor >'«n- 
trai (service from Umdon, Psddtngtortl and Windsor Hiraside (ver- 
vlce bnm Lundoo. Waurioo) Ihl ADMISSION: Club S 12; Tauersalk, 
£6; SUmrr Ring 54. CAR PARK: Club £2; remainder £1.60 or SI. 


2 1-F5266 Iffi FLANAGAN (181 (D) C BOW 10 11 11 DGlfe0wr 

3 01-15W SQM RIOGA (103) 5 Meft* 7 U i NMam 

e 025P-3P BOWL OF OATS (14) A Time* 10 11 2 — 0 Crone (7) 

5 4-12RX) ASK TIE GOVERNOR (ID) G Baking 10 ID 10 BCUffoni 

6 211-140 ROYAL SQUARE (48) [Q(flf)G Hawaii 10 10 ■ II ndumb 

BETIWC: 11-4 Mr Ranagan. 3-1 Sood Riogn. 7-2 Dent Id The WH^ 9- 
2 Bred of Date, frl Ach The Governor, 8-1 Royal Square 


RACING ■ 

ottwa. 1 


o rn| HORTON JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3j000 added 4Y0 2m 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAVE: Bardin* lil'Jj “W U 
Newbury cm Tuesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Cliolary 14^51 has been sou .‘SI 
miles hy H is A Sarm bank bwn Mebwifar. North Yoricshirc. 


HAWTHORN HILL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

(7) S MeQor 5 11 9 NMoa* 



1 03) MB Bate-/ 7 11 9 TJUiaphy (3) 

IBAr(24)(QI8aUr)g 4 u 7„JRrABamflgf7) 

• (271 D Cam fill 2 IRKawnj^i 

P-306 AN SPWLPW HINACH (12) U UctorroA 7 U 2 -D Gatoljw 

6 546S64 OIDARCHWES(M)LV*#i7112 GKag»(3) 

7 &3-30S SILK WORD (8) J Etiunfe 7 11 2 S Wynne 

8 0321 DE7MAR niC) D GandMo 4 HO Dlaefty 

9 0-00 EU.GE£(114MKProKnsiey61Dll — lln LneyTomsley 

10 43500 CEMUA’S WAGER (10) M Camper 6 10 11 II Rkharfe 

11 OMO /VOMfMUONGOU) 02? B fjibx. 5 10 U .„Goy U»*. P) 

12 063S1P HWBtsnc FLEET p) Mss J S Dayie 4 10 7 — 5 Quran [3) 

BOUND: 7-3 HartSne. 4-1 DoyRdar, 9-2 KtadGbseadi, S-l KBooran tay, 
OU AtcMrca. 6-1 Fantastic Fleet, 10-1 nthei* 


1U0 F&i TERRE) (17) (D) W Haggis 11 0 — 

00 AVDISUN (13) G Braey ID 12 

3000 JAMS (13) P Beds 10 12. 


(3) 

.TKent 


065041 NBSUNDOROmiCO)SUdioil012. 
RBI UtaiT HI) J Jenm ID 12 . 


_RPMrdnr(5) 

J4 Mm 

I Rattan 


5 SW MHW (16U X Ciswigi&m^flOMi 1®12 — BWelfiiil5) 

ZHMCPMEttilOU JRKavzmfib 

QiAffflES OfOlES M WaiWf 10 7 OuylonbtSJ 

iASHJH PRWCESS 0 MBK 10 7 J A McCarthy 

6 KATIE OUUBt (24) 5 Smart 10 7 .0 Gainer 

0 RAH5BUDY RDCE Q22) L Snow. 10 7 WMcfuriand 

3 SHIFT AGMN |59) S Shennxl 10 7 JIRMacds 

-12 Ondarad- 

BETTING: M SHO Again, 3-1 Neestn Dam, S3 KaHe OBirer, 8-1 QanJes 
OrnBes. 8-1 Shy Paddy, 10-1 Fen Tenta, 12-1 Jalpa-Princass, 14-1 ett» 


A“oej VIRGINIA WATER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,200 added 3m 


2 MORE (AVAL Safe? 7 1210- 
5R CH0Srrni)Mn.AS«ailae.6114. 
P60&W C0RAC0CU)RPtiH«9U4 


2.40 


WOODStte NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 

2 511 FROGMARCH (10) (p) R Fn*B & 11 12 inew 

2 10-2031 USD HCMLSROUQ) 03) J Knfte 6 11 5 ... — DGnBaNier 

3 2-P13G2 WREN WRUER (12)(D) Ms P Robeson fi 11 0 JiSSndlh 

4 135PO BtAtANT OUTBURST (25) G &E«ty 6 10 12 TKent 

5 P-OF40 CLOCXWATCHHtS [11) 2nd#! ,1 10 U WMcfWtand 

6 BLAKIEVHX) (HQ NUfeSo 6 ID 12 GoyLewiam 

7 dcp HtAjerBBiMjPHsiiiefflaiat; MBwioy 

B 404300 LETS BE HtRNK OTIC ESP* 5 U) 12 ..JPIWer 

9 0 UJl«RRISHCIB8)MtSSBSan(»r5 6i0i2 MBK&BnM 

10 2 PBnRD0EftACE(ll3 G J HA£aon5 10 12 _JR KsMnafti 

11 3 POSmW(W)MBsCCaMS1012.- JUamwe 

12 FO RAGGED KINGDOM (12) C E&OWi 7 10 12 — lAMeCfelfay 

13 PP R£HMHTW,RK«AHa«nEn^a*y51012..--Dt*dij 

14 023- SAU LEGEND (441) Mn M Long 5 10 12 Stamp) 

33 01-00 WNfiflffl (S3) T RasSiS 10 12 -SW*m 

26 60 REDON JMME (8fi) >4 Ahem 830 7 — — SCUBWJ3) 

17 PS WOOOUNDS HOST (99) P PraHnni S 10 " 

-XTdnctamd- 

BETlMGi 5-2 nwpnseh. 9-2 Lurt UcHnmneh. 6-i Safa leennd. 7-1 
WrenWreMer, S-l Wynbreg, BMwnWo, 10*1 Pnrtho, 12-1 etten 


— rjMurpbyCT 

J Renan 

-SQaraaP) 


_R5unde 


5 P00P.1I FUl Of TWCXS (E) j BnCg? 8 11 J WUcfMand 

e 354135 jlflJWlA (121 J Eroaos 7 11 4 IRKamap 

7 of&c POINKNG SWtF (NZ) PS) J Multa 7 11 < J) Greene 

8 8:6 SEA SCAMP (13) 0 Mm^i 8 11 4 MrlDtMtdc 

9 HJM/SCBailflMisJ Bpnan 7 1013 G Ifcgan (3) 

-Bdedared- 

BETTDIG: 5-4 Mian, 7-2 Andre LavaL 4-1 Sea Scamp. 8-1 Rynti'a Girt. 
10-1 Cnmco, 14-1 Clinisty, 18-1 PoatHfine Sort, 28-1 ttttwK 


5j00 


OOLNBROOK HAMKCAP HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 113240 WHDWAjRD AftWH (66) (D) K 5uve 10 12 10 — fiSept*« 

2 1-PS513 KftB AIHSSTAN 124] p) (BP) K Mt*^n S 119 _A S Snath 

3 500260- GKMOANOf472)<D}BBa«i6U4 6ary4<»8 

4 31650F- FWHW(31^(DlSl,VoMmenlllOU $l*cfto» 

5 Ifl'C TfiStSAT (13) (□) 1 Hmy 7 ID ? C Uptoo 

6 230S36 WORLD DEPRESS 03) BM&Wi 6 ID 4 D Safer (5) 

7 B.GRAN00 07)KCunrmgiarTv8owri6 100. JJWaWilG) 

8 ilW-P H0t3S)HANN(22)Mss.L80Mrl2J0D MfBdwd* 

- 8 declared - 

AKnwnvHyyteiCB rMhaMle^w>^'BC»andD9£tl3&). fufamann 
SW8B. 

EEHING: 7-4 Khfi AtbddiR. 3i4 SintMO, 5-1 Mntnnl Artom. 8-1 
World Eqma. 7-1 TtefeaL 8-10 Giando, 12-1 oBisrs 


Seles poised 
to reach the 
top on merit 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

Monica Seles is expected to be 
co-ranked as the world No 1 
with Steffi Graf on merit, rather 
than by dispensation, after com- 
pleting the sixth tournament of 
her comeback in Florida later 
this month. 

Barring elimination in the 
early rounds of the Lipton 
Championships, which com- 
mence on 21 March, it is antic- 
ipated that Seles’s points 
average will be higher than 
Grafs on the rankings computer 
come 1 April. 

When Seles returned to the 
WTA Tour last August it was de- 
cided that she would share the 
top ranking with Graf for her 
first six events, having been the 
No 1 when stabbed in the back 
by a Graf fanatic in Hamburg in 
April 1993. 

After six tournaments (or 
12 months from the date of her 
return, whichever came first), 
Seles will be co-ranked with the 
player whose average is imme- 
diately below hers. 

Seles has won three of her 
first five events, Toronto, Syd- 
ney and the Australian Open, 
finishing runner-up to Graf at 
■the United Slates Open and to 
Iva Majoli of Croatia in Tbkyo. 

“It appears that Monica will 
have a higher average than Stef- 
fi,” said Kathy Remke, the Corel 
WTA Tour’s director of man- 
agement information systems. 
‘‘Assuming that Monica does 
normally well at the Lipton - she 
doesn't have to do exceptional- 
ly well - she should come out co- 
ranked No 1 with Steffi." 

As a special consideration, 
Seles's total points currently are 
divided by the number of tour- 
naments she has played. Nor- 
mally, total points are divided 
by a minimum of 14, or the to- 
tal number of tournaments 
played, whichever is greater. 
Graf, having played 10 events 
going into the Evert Cup. which 
is taking place in Indian Wells, 
California, is still having her 
points divided by 14. 

Seles, who withdrew from 
the Evert Cup in order to rest 


an ailing shoulder, will continue 
to have the advantage of a di- 
visor until she has participat- 
ed in 14 tournaments within a 
5 2- week period (or for a max- 
imum of IS months). Only 
then will she be given an indi- 
vidual ranking. 

Graf, who is competing in her 
first tournament since undergo- 
ing foot surgery at the end of last 
year, Trill be aware that German 
prosecutors are close to bringing 
her father, Peter, to court to an- 
swer charges of evading tax on 
his daughter’s earnings. 

Proceedings are expected to 
take place during the summer, 
and therefore could coincide 
with the French Open, Wim- 
bledon or the US Open. Asked 
if Steffi Graf would be com- 
pelled to appear at the hearings, 
a spokesman for the High Court 
in Mannheim, said: “That is a 
decision for the court then. We 
can’t say at this time 

Jennifer Capriati’s ranking 
will be decided after the Lipton 
Championships, the third tour- 
nament of her second comeback 
following a lengthy period of 
disaffection, which led to drug- 
related problems. The Olympic 
champion marks her 20th birth- 
day on 29 March. 

■Tun Henman, the 21-year-old 
national champion from Oxford, 
achieved a career-high ranking of 
No 64 by reaching the semi-finals 
of last week’s ATP Tour event in 
Rotterdam. He is now only 20 
places behind his Davis Cup 
team-mate, Greg Rusedski. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The minutes it took the 35- 
year-old Diego Maradona to 
score for Boca Juniors on the 
first day of the Clausum foot- 
ball championship in Argenti- 
na. Maradona's penalty 
helped Boca to a 4-0 victory 
over Gimnasia, who finished 
the match with nine men. 


RACING RESULTS 


CARLISLE 

2 JXK 2 - SOLOMON'S DANCED (D GbL 
tagher) 3-10 few; 2. Colorful Ambition 7-1: 
3. M AiWriy auany 14-1. 13 ran. Iff*. 3. (W 
Haljjh). Tots: £1.40; £1.10, £1.30. £1.90. 
OF: £4.80. CSf: £4.18. NR: Deep Far. TnK 
£8.50. 

1AO: l_ PEEP O DAY (0 Pearaj 1-2 far. 
2. Manual 4-1: 3. Mss Laa*O0n 5-1. 6 


Vt, S. U Eyre). Tats: £1-20; £1.80. 
£1.10. OF: £2.70, CSF: £2.71. NR: Dawtfs 
W ay. 

3JJK 1. REAPERS ROCK (Mr P Murrayl 
11-4; 2. CanaBlou U 4-6 lav: 3. Comman- 
deer 16-1. 6 ran. IV*. 17. (Mrs S SmrtfiJ. 
Tate £3.40; OK), £130. DF: £2.00. CSF: 
£4.88. 

&40: 1. STAR RA6E iDGfi&agiert 9-4 fav; 
2. Scart>a 14-1: S. Braretdebeny 6-1 8 ran. 
V*. 13. U L Harrsi. Tote £3.20: £110, 
£4.40. £160. DF; £22.60. CSP. £29.55. Tn- 
casL £156.18. 

4.10: L BITACIUCK <L O'Hara) 4-1; 2. 
Juke Box BOy 10-11 taw 3. Precipice Run 
4-1 4 ran. 7. 13. (J Bntetr). Tote £4.10. 
OF: £2.80. CSF: £7.83. 

4A0: 1 ELA MATA (J RaVmrU EM fau; 2. 
C mgnnh iiny 200-1: 3. September Breeze 
9-2. 13 ran. lVi. IV*. IMre A Swinoanh). 
Tote £3.40: £2.90. £1100. £120. . DF: 
£263.80. CSF: £210.10. Tito: £145.00. 
Pbcepoc £33.80. Quadpat: £23.30. 
Place 6: £25.83. Place S: £2136. 
PLUMPTON 

220: 1 MEANT TO BE (E Muphy) 5-2: 
2. Mouse BU 10-11 fain 3. Anodar Monk 
25-1 12 ran. 2. 3. (Lady Hemes, uaie- 
nammort. Tote £3.00: £1.10, £1.80. 
£3.00. DF: £17a CSF: £4.99. Tno: £1X80. 
NR.- Stiver Bud. 

260: 11ANCE ARMSTRONG (GMcCcurt) 
•s-9 foie 2. Chels ea Native 8-1:3. Merfinfe 
Lad 16-1 9 ran. 3 Vj. 4. iG McCoutt. (Van- 
tage). Tote £170; £140. £170, £2.10. DF: 
£4.70. CSF: £5.00. Tito: £16.50. 

320:1 JOVIAL MAN (MA Rcgetald) 11- 
2; 2. Touch saver 5-13. Buddand Lad 6- 
1 12 ran. 3 ltov Moyntna House i5tn) 5. 
7. iR O'SufcveA, 8o0wrRa0sl.Tete: C5J50; 
£2.80. £230. £2.10. DF- £10.80. CSF: 
£32.86. Tncasc £16131 Trio: £1230. 

3-50:1 LOYAL NOTE (Mr SmonAndreus' 
15-8: 2. Royal litth 6-4 tov; 3- Paeo'm Boy 
14-1 G ran. 6, rtt (Mrs E Andrews. UUw). 
Tbte £3.10: £140, £140. DF: £2.50. CSF: 
£4.27. 

430: 1 IVY EDITH (Ore Wo«>) 11-4 n 
im: 2. Darir NJ^Hrejote 12-1:3. Ifestert 
Madam 5-1 8 tan. 11-4 * tar Ready To Dia» 

{pJtod u«. 4, 3. (T Mfc, Tote £3-70; 

£110. £330, £220. DF; £28-50. CSF: 
£3130. TiKasc £144£1 Tno: OJSJ'j. MR: 
Jok's&BBL 


480: 1 WMPPERS DEUSHT ID Watsh) 
8-1 2. Nathir 18-1: 3. Fern 14-1 8 
ran. 6-4 fay Time Enou#i (pulled urj. 6, 9. 
(G Chaoesr Jones. Wansagai. fate £8.60: 
£2.00. £2.60. £3.00. DF: £48.50. CSF: 
£98.70. Wo: £135.90. Tncasc £1583^6. 
NR: Martin's Blend. 

5-20: 1 SON OF A GUNNER (Mr J Qi- 
toty) 9-1; 2. Tim 13-2; 3. (Usings Lass 
33-1 8 ran. 9-4 ft fav High Leans i4thi. 
9. 9. (J Neville. Newport), fate: £14.40; 
£2.90. £160. £11 JO. DP. £17.00. CSF: 
£6185. 

Jackpot £11074.70 (pan vwn: pool of 
£1.87178 canled forworn to Cheltenham 
Today). Ptacepot £52.10. Qoadpot: 
£25.80. 

Place 6: £43.70. Ptaee S: £35.42, 

TAUNTON 

2JH): 1 JEFFERE5 (G upionl 10-11 fov: 
2. JusLMana^lou 9-1 3. Honeybed Wood 
33-1 14 ran. 1VS. 5. 0 Old, Wroufihion). 
Tbte £2.00: £140. £3.10. £8.10. DF: 
£7.80. CSF: £10.30. Tno: £225.70. 

2- 30: 1. UNCLE BERT (0 FbrtO 9-4 fw: 
2. S am a am a camSe 33-1 3. CtuametPaa- 
Dme 5-18ran.3V:.lV>. iGMeOaiit Wan- 
rafiel- fate £2.80: £190. £5^0. £2D0. 
DF: £14a90. CSF: £4934. TrxasC £28107. 

3J00: 1 GAME DtLEMMA (R Greenel 16- 
1: 2. Phsriy Reef 10-1 3. Kiri's Rose 5- 
1 13 ran 8-11 fav ttgieS Roots (4m). lVa, 
17. U Muins. Andover), fate £1830: £320. 
£2.3 0. £130. OF: £84.40. CSF: £155.68. 
Trio: £7630. 

3- 30; 1 MERLINS DREAM (M Rchanbl 

4- 1; 2. Abavard 12-1- 3. Southampton 13- 
B ftw. 8 ran. 2 IV*. (0 Sherwood. Upper 
Lamoouml. fate £5.30: £170. £2.40. 
£130. DF: £2180. CSF: £42.62. Tno; 
£17 MO. NR: Mahremlan. 

4JJO; 1PR00M3OD PICKER (A 7 Mc- 
Ooyi 8-1 2. Bright Nownber 7-1- i Koo* 
Premise 9-1 M raa 3-1 lav Handscn. 2Vi, 
3«r>. (R Price. Leominster), fate £10.90: 
L2M. £120. £2.10. DF; £75J0. CSP. 
£63.50. Thc3sr £490.35. Tno: £302.40. 
4JO; 1 SMCC CAPM (M«, V Stephens) 

3^1: 2. fast Uy a 18-1; S. My lUkra Man 

7-1 11 ran. Evens few Granwlfe Guest (4to) 
5.3 Mss VStophen&fanton). fate £4ftti 
£150. £2.40. £2.10. DP £24.40. w 
£45.25. Tno: £29-50. 

SjM: 1 NORDK MIME ig farmey) li-l; 

2- Conwy 8-1: 3. Chrtrt Q « iS-LUran! 

5- 2 tov Soons View 14*). g, n k. (P Ho bh , 
Mmeheatfi. tote £10.10; £3,30. 

£10e - 40 - CSF; £84JL7. Trtc^ 

Piacepoc £254.40. Quaopot: £4120. 
Race 6: £12755. Ptoce & £85.06. 





.. thbdwepbndBot - TlT^Mn£MAKOT**» 
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CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL' After all the anticipation, a champion defends his crown in a fascinating centrepiece on ffie fitst oay 

Speed the key 
for Alderbrook 


% % 






RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Racing Correspondent 

From svhen the fireworks arc 
going off until turkey is on the 
iuhle und then pancakes are be- 
ing scraped from the kitchen 
celling, they talk about the 
Cheltenham' Festival. .And the 
great thing is that no-one (pick- 
pocket victims on-course apart) 
ever ends up disappointed. 

Unlike so many sporting ex- 
travaganzas which seem to bum 
up all their energy in the hype 
and pre-publicity, Cheltenham 
has lasting and undeniable qual- 
ity. It is unrivalled as an occa- 
sion. umnatchahle as a magnet 
to top-class jumping horses. 
And now it is here. 

If you do not feel a tingle as 
the initial noisy surge greets the 
tape going up on the first race 
this afternoon, there is no point 
ever witnessing an athletic con- 
test of any kind again. 

It is always the honour of the 
Champion Hurdle to provide 
the Erst- day focus at Prestbury 
Park. 3nd this year's running 
brings with it the usual skip-load 
of intrigue. What is different, 
thoughts that many' who think 
they know the game have yet to 
strike their most serious wager. 

The reason is the weather. 
Yesterday was mild and clear in 
Gloucestershire, but it is not a 
pattern that is expected to last. 


There has been a prediction 
(there will be a few of those this 
week) for the son of weather 
that has families gathering their 
most treasured possessions and 
heading for high ground. This 
morning, at first light, there will 
have been a lot of curtains be- 
ing drawn back in the Chel- 
tenham area. 

If, as expected, the deluge ar- 
rives. Alderbrook wflj become 
an even warmer favourite. If 
not. Hotel Mioelia will plunge. 
Those (hat fancy Danoli wfl] not 
be moved even if the horse him- 
self tells (hem he is feeling a bit 
peeky. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: Unginded Missile 
(Cheltenham 4X15) 

NB: Kimanicky 
(Cheltenham 2.15) 

In truth, this is not the 
strongest Champion field ever 
assembled. Alderbrook, who 
defends his crown, and Danoli 
were in the first four last year, 
but the other two in the frame, 
Large Action and Fortune And 
Fame, have been removed by in- 
jury. 

Alderbrook and Danoli have 
fairly weighty medical books 
themselves, the former having 
Had surgery to remove bone 
chips from his knees and the lat- 
ter recovering from a leg injury 


T 4 1 5 8 2 3/3 

0 2 13 2 0 0 

33-1 9SJD 4-1 6-1 132 9-1 11-2 
7 6 7 9 7 8 6 


1988 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 » 

Fata ot tiw favourites: 1 1 3 T 4 1 6 8 : 

Winner's ptece In bettfag 1 1 Q 0 2 1 3 2 C 

SBrtngyicgg &€ 11-10 71 33-1 9SJO 4-1 6-1 132 9-; 

Ages: 6 7 6 7 6 7 9 7 f 

P rofit or loss to£l stake: Favourites -£l-07. Second Fanworttes + 10.87 
Percerrtage of vntnner* placed 1st. 2nd or 3rd fci last race: 100% 

S hortest-priced wfcwei: S ee you Then 5-6 (19861 

Longest-priced wfimer Beecft Road 50-1 <19891 

Top" trainers: fJHwereon - See You Than <]£&> 4 ib87 - also winner In 193 

a Baking - Beech Road 11969) a Mortey Street (1991) 

Top jockeys: 5 Sfuth Bedes - See fau Then <1386 4 19871 

P Scudamore - Celtic Shot (19881. Granvlle A©tin 0993) 


which threatened not only bis 
racing career but his life itself. 

Alderbrook has been causing 
sleeplessness at Upper Lam- 
boum's Old Manor stable in the 
late build-up. Normally it takes 
the fire brigade to get Kim Bai- 
ley, his trainer, out of bed, but 
he has been rising without any 
stimulus these last few mom- \ 
mgs. 

The horse is worth worrying 
about. He is a glorious per- 
former both overjumps and on 
the Flat, but for those who like 
to treat sport as a statistical puz- 
zle, the seven-year-old holds lit- 
tle appeal. Short-priced 
favourites at the Festival rarefy 
get hats going into the air. 
They usually send bits of betting 
slip in the other direction. In ad- 
dition, no returning Champion 
Hurdler has finished better 
than sixth in the last five years. 

Hotel Minella is trained by 
the wunderidnd of Irish .racing, 
Aidan O’Brien, who could take 
a race with the Sleptoes' horse 
in bis homeland but has yet to 
have a winner in Britain. Hotel 
Minella has undoubted ability 
but is said to need everything his 
own way. That is not the ideal 
recipe for the Cheltenham poL 
He would cheer the Irish in vic- 
tory, but not more so than 
Danoli. 

Danoli is reported to be in 
the form of his life and has been 
backed unusually (well for him 
anyway) by his trainer, Tom Fo- 
ley. The Bagenalstown man be- 
lieves his horse has improved 
since his most recent victory (he 
will need to) and sends him into 
battle on the back of a better 
preparation than last year. 

The persistent thought, how- 
ever. is that Danoli does not 
have the speed (which is always 
useful in a horse race) to match 
Alderbrook up the final hill. The 
best be can hope for is a place, 
where he may be accompanied 
by the best outsider in the field. 
Mack The Knife. D 
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Danoli, third last year, ready for Champion Hunfle battle , Photograph: Caroline. Nofris 


Manhattan to start the Irish on a Festival red! 


.As a nation, the Irish are not 
noted for their pessimism, least 
of all during Cheltenham week, 
but there have been times in re- 
cent years when their self-belief 
has been stretched like piano 
wire. 

In 19S7 and 1988. they re- 
lumed home with just a single 
winner. In 1989. there was not 
even that small comfort, and in 
most of seasons since a double 
has been the average score. In 
1996. however, the gleam of an- 
ticipation in the eyes of the ear- 
ly arrivals is more striking than 
ever. There is suddenly a tan- 
aible belief that for those who 


kept the faith through the lean 
lean times, a rich reward is at 
hand. 

Willie Mullins, who won the 
Supreme Novices* Hurdle with 
Tourist Attraction 12 months 
ago, illustrates the new situation 
perfectly. Six years ago, his 
brilliant bumper horse Wither 
Or Which might have been 
sold across the sea after his de- 
but success. Now, he travels with 
a return ticket, and is one of Ire- 
land’s strongest contenders. 

“We have to thank the Irish 
Turf Gub for sponsoring more 
novice events which keeps the 
young horses at home," Mullins 


Greg Wood on why the challenge from 
across the water can relive old glories 


said, “and if you keep them for 
a year or two, people get at- 
tached to them. We're really 
seeing the benefits now. We 
could have a bumper year." 

A bet on performance during 
the Festival as a whole is always 
a good idea to fend of the need 
for a punt in every race, and 
with Richard Dunwoody odds- 
on to lift the Ritz Gub Trophy 
as the meeting's leading jockey, 
the prices on the Irish return are 
the ones to study. 


With serious challengers in al- 
most every event, it is not im- 
possible the visitors could equal, 
or even surpass, their record to- 
tal of seven winners in 1977. 
Coral - the only Big Three firm 
offering odds -go 9-1 about six 
winners, 20-1 for seven, and 33- 
1 for eight, and these are the 
three totals to be on. 

The first two events could 
well go across the water, just as 
they did 12 months ago. Castle 
Sweep is an unconvincing 


favourite in the opener - be has 
won well enough but what has 
he beaten? - while Dance Beat 
(Aidan O’Brien) and Beaks- 
town (Paddy Mullins) boast 
wins in competitive handicaps 
despite their novice. status. At 
the morning odds, preference 
must be for Beaks town (2.15). 

Even before ber recent set- 
back, Draborgie looked a 
favourite to oppose in the Arkle 
Trophy, since her fiat jumping 
style is unsuited to Cheltenham. 
At least four of the Irish run- 
ners could exploit any errors, 
but Manhattan Castle (next 
best IL50) is the one to back. 


particularly if the rain arrives. 

Maamnr (4.05) is a value al- 
ternative to Unguided Missile 
and Percy Smollett (who has yet 
to win going left-handed) in the 
Ritz Chib Chase while Step The 
Waller (4.4G), runner-up to 
Draborgie at Warwick earlier 
this year, has as good a chance 
as any in the FuIkeW^wyn/Knn 
Muir Chase lor amateurs. 

The best could be saved un- 
til last on the- opening day. 
Twenty-four will go to post for 
the Gold Card Hurdle, but 
THE LAST FUNG (nap 5.15) 
should be both an appropriate 
and rewarding winner. 


CHELTENHAM 


2JS Shankar 
250 Vent an a Canyon 
350 Alderbrook 


HYPERION 

455 UnguWed Missile (nb> 
4.40 Stop The Waller 
5J5 TOP CEES (nap) 


<>OWC: ijifld. 

3 L*:fl -luiul, iplkipin*: r,)urw vnUi -Blf ri-n,'«. [TphIU run-in or 2111yd. 

3 i.Viur'.; i- ’..no mile nnnJi nf wua niT Xl'Ct. Bus link from CMlenhjrn station I served 
"f KiRtuiMiiwni and Uxvton. Paridmaoni two miles away. ADMISSION: Hub 

4 "I. TjUorvlIls S-.1I. Frewr* Em-InMirc till CAE PARK: SS. 


a LEADEN, FESTIVAL TRAINERS WTTH RUNNERS: O Nicholson- 8 wlivoers from 

■ I runner* livw. a rauo of |.* 7% and a profit w a SI level Aaic of 82.08: N 

Ct-ndcrsoD — artnnc.-rv. II runner-, I 2.2*n. M Pipe — r i wlniwrji. 124 run- 

p-.r^ l : -'ift l '- r - N Twlslun-Davics — 1 winners, :W ninreis. 1 1>JP». IS. 

E LEADINf! FESTO'.U. JOCKEYS: C Swan — h winners, IT rMes. 1 7 0%. +£30. mi; 
J Osborne — r. winner,. V. ndve*. I la%, +10. 7S; A Msxntrv — r. wuuie/s. 43 rnfea. 
li in. N WlllJuiuon — I winners. IS rules, 21.1%. -r£6 2fi.' 

HTfNEES IN THE L\ST SEVEN DAYS: Nnfle. 

LO VG-UISTANCE RUNNERS fWTTTTO* BRITAIN): Chlrf Minlewr rJJ») has been sent 

■ ■ > rrules l>) Tli o mas fiyrr from ImTrnriwn,;. Tjjsldv: AuadaJe |3, sent -JCT* cnOcs by L 
i.'L-'.si jnini i amiUiiTOuwu Dunifnes. Great Easeby |3.(r,)«ent 2-12 miles ^ WStorej from 
..^lprf.w.v•,lk.t^.I>l^rt«m,^«aIjdedMi■^ UfilscmjaiiinSohy'J tochanfclrr«nCawac4ve. 
i u.'nbrra 

2 15 ] CITROEN SUPREME NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) PA 
[__L 1 (Grade 1)£45JOOO 2m UOyds Pen Vat £45547 1 %0 T i 

: +5GfI0 ASHWEU. BOV |31) (0) (BF) A Q i Raong; P Hrcbs 5 II 8 QMcCotrt 

. l-O-Sl BEAKSTOWH (30) ID: {Mr, P jQMaal PM*B flffl 7 US TPTwm 

. 20 BRAVE PATRIARCH itt| iP«hj S W.rtetei N Herowson 5 11 8 8 Ml 

r , .U-i ^ajUNA«iift(DKrf,i t ^i.pRBartw.C[^PNcrinils611S _AP McCoy 

5 tuil CASTl£ SWEEP (S3i <0n Hm: -,<^1 o «av*an 5 11 B P Km 

? 02:- L; GATOLO IPS) n7) ©1 .Uc, LirvC V.bDBcn C Emote 6118 J3 BrsBn 

™^C?USAD6Ril5) :»>:•, ( Wadi Mr^ V WW 6 U 8 RkfartGoest 

'? /u IWKRNCE'l^lDMhftfUn-iCiMrJPwraiSUg WMaK too 

■ ' KfiKMCKT |17) <D) '!.'n ELus Baorj N 6113 WAR zanld 

. IE WjBUMr (TR) |17) |Di 'Pg.c S town J M Biaflw 6 11 8 R Famed 

•4 ?!“ JOrtome 

ft flri'^AMa^Hor.iRAnaurseilfl - SRyan 

¥■ *.s-,T IN2) C1034 (D1 (BR (Stvuey W CJitel M 7 11 6 DBMgarfar 

1- * — -J1 n/LUGANOJ) (0) -T.v Afcaero RaoneCbbl M Mom! (kn 6 U 8 C0Dwt«r 

H P*ST MASTER USA: (i3> i v.r, j .V ftau C BmeO S U 8 JSbaliDo 

P^f)WOSU8l (8F> <>, KBa?/511 8 

1 PWBaM E 'USA) IMI) ID) .X.T1 IVadBli 1U Pee 5 118 J lower 

13 U-RPs ROBERTS TOY jBJi *0* D SraS) M Pipe 5 11 8 . iw nUfagf 

^ r- ,-,f RJW^W^(31l©) , U’o«sa(toieP»Tne«iiClJ J Berrea 5 11 8 LHmqr 

— t—l* 3 - : VNTWS (S2I fOl iPrccy VcGihwi A TOwn ffeil 7 U S CSwas 

H ''J P Wo 

22 221221 SKANKAR (12: (01 'ior?m?'cnaj Piyaood 1^1 Dflth^an 5 11 E RJstaam 

L3 121-i?" 5 rfctw vai PRINCE 117) fiaijsPsapi N Tragm-Dwes 611 o ■— CllwwBiw 

?- NUDE WONDER f7) :P j D m Braosffict' 6 11 8 J* HoOey 

is 'illill DANCE 8EAT |59) (D) iVr, £ Owaaffrl Mni Kamnfiai 'W 5 113 RDunmdr 

26 1A-2J1 SMERSMaJl66imi(OMSai?fii«!v»P«5ll3 OBunom 

27 6223 SOU TRW (17) (Ef) F.-an; ; f aT M pipe < 110 C Hauda 

:? 6 STREAKY HAWK IWA) f8) >PCiMn0iar.i J Peace A 11 0 JMdao^i 

*28dectared- 

BETTVfG: 7*2 Castle Sweep, 9-2 Hamrick), 5-1 Dance Bast 9*1 Col Eqafaaroe, JA-1 BMkBMi, 
toko. 16*1 RuHaftuahb. Shariar. 20-1 Mate BcWH. TBraswU. 25-loft«t 

1993: loirs: 4sr3g>on 6 11 3M Owys 25-1 (Mr fiCuiuiK. kU 20 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ire biyi fccr.c a fremendixis reccnl in tbs. mnmng 4 (ram 1977 i 0 1983. in 199L 1993 
c -4 »» m tesi year wiBi Tijurts; AnracDon. They i-o reoresoniHl by Dance Beat. Beafotown. 
T'AulUEan ana Rye Fontaine ana the sect of them mign be we fast newetS, a renartabty 
rur.ii-er.; irjnj .‘.t» was -.vimng KV the f*nTT) time fiwn Dei last five stars when f)Wjng 
lyj-jtft-yaienffnintneiadbrateal LeooardstawnandaiobeniliienijyRicJiam^ 
how?.*, iha unOefcdied CASTLE SWEEP can keep me prae ai home. David NshcXsonj 
r-^->wr o)d mn his singje bumper start last season, ar Lan^m*. q simrtor even: at New- 
ton Abbot on f»-. letum ana has landed htaate races me temi ai Baneo?. ftorengham 
ira hemjran. when.- inotted up by 15 lengms. The son ot Castle Keep is ooen to tuowr 
Kimanicky, fwiwennire Fesova speBaftS N«*V Hendeis-sn. & anomer who 
i:»i certain to go well He showed he wa very midi on Ihe 14)930? test ime when beai- 
mg Master Bevefed four tenths a) Kempton fsoH). r.-here Garolo ana Speedwell Prtace 
!nim ana fourth. Kirtrar»ch> » thou$* l*ety lo be wei more elfea,-je or beoer ^<>u«5. 
we stouid luverse earlier running wah Casne Saeeo's saWemaw Shankar, who finished a 
enuale cf ifOErtis in fren: of tar, when itey were second and mn to Zephynjs here in De- 
r4m&er. Can EqolnMne * a lary type who somewwesjua does enough and vmq has prtr 
■Tvssed sintn s-infl fined with wnhere. He nanowfy ffH none M a *Mng finish with Speedanll 
Pvt*# iiifl Sirens Piemnn at ftsctx wrtore woratg by 20 fengw wnen odds on at Momp- 


tnn ana sPona ha« ttve reoe rnn to sun hot\ vwh a cradmtg pa» assured . u*e Harrey tan- 
c«s Ins chances on RuWiahuntsh. a former smart Flat performer who beat Solatium r2lb 
wrrse offi a oouple of fon^hs on os hunJmg bow ar Newbwy. where Ashwefl Boy was an 
odds-on flop in seventh. P otentate came home by 12 lengths at Chepstow in December 
an Its unge start so far. Selection; CASTLE SWEEP. 

\n CTlI GUINNESS ARKLE TROPHY CHASE (CLASS A) iM 
(Grade 1) £75/JQ0 2m Penalty Value £52^40 L' - 

1 31/2-311 UKltC HNSAMN (24) <D) (Uis R £ Hirtro) U J/saavD&KS 8 11 & CUsreta 

2 5AW-11 ASK TOM (B6J (Dj ffl T-S&iart'Brexil T TKE 7 11 8 PMw 

3 121223 CAB1E BEACH (23) (0) (Heit M Sorfevi V Carnffam >vi 7 11 B aSraday 

4 U1212F CATOM KHaXVE (86) (C£« Panne^W)i F KchcL 8 11 8 A P McCoy 

5 132341 aa®»ttiCHAU0«ll2)fD)tCi l «W<wis^ iWy*r 

6 4-14422 BOKAB11JCH (X7) ©) <F J Carar; J Krf 1 118 C Upton 

7 112351 KWC WAH OOFr (23) (D) U P UcMarul P TJ, 7 11 8 CODwjer 

8 P34FC1 MATHA7TAN CASTIE (61) fD) T* Fic?arc<} A lSxf£ ,W, 7113 F Woo* 

9 32123- m PAM M GAM ^iHcrManeaxs^rtossh;! / Gifford o 11 8 PHdB 

ID F41R22 PWBBRLBf nACE{Z7) (Ai G-SK0-' N iKtfSavte’fisS 118 Ttata 

11 3DO-1A3 SEBl THE FA/TH (USA) (24) (D) (BF) IR H f M SfecwC 7118 Blfowfl 

12 532if23 SUPER COM (77) (8^ (George BwAesi R Lee 8 118 PHddu0tin 

13 2CW211 7RW««AM t2B9(HW/HGcrB|DGdrcoft3lia _J Ovbcme 

14 3-112F2 VENtANA CANYON (231 p) (Ph^ F.Vyevte^i £ OGraN E Dunwoody 

15 irr-v douse svMPHomr rsaj 03 s^ts^rej ; rtc 9 n 3 csw 

18 315111 DRABORGIE (FR) (17) (Darran CUercertM Poe 5 109 OBridMatfer 

-Ifidsdard- 

BEmWb J-1 Dnbortfe, 5-1 UmHttm Cttta, U-2 Arctic Ftamea.G-1 King Waft Gfaty. 8-1 Vw 
taoa Caoyon, 10-1 Tiyfag Again. 11-1 Double Syapfaeoy. 12-1 Art Tom. 14-1 attars 
1995: itoran Daw 6 U 8 FTfootS 7-2 (A Voore. W Usn 
FORM GUIDE 

Drabortfe. fhougv iihefy to miss tres after an a tWe bfl ssR when wortang on Fn- 
day.newitahes her chance. Shea unbeaten foltomng two runs from Manm Pipe's yard, wiv 
rtfng a rKNioeharvfccapO)’ 25 lengths ar W^nndi in ianuaty and putting a distance brsween 
heraelf and the only ether finener. I w chcaWoch. at Hampton. She rocewes 131b Irom ail 
oar one oi her 15 nrafo and is net me safest of jumpers. TRYING again gets the vote. A 
smart funner last term, this eigW-yaar -^.odefo -on when malCng fas iencmg debut eo Chep- 
stow In November. couW Co no better than fourth behind Seek The Forth and went under 
five lengths to Nemuro when market tower at Ereter the foCowmg month. SUB. Trying Agam 
is learting with etpenence and comes here on a lut-tneb following Kempion and Ttwces- 
ter mumphs. defeating Incncaufocti 15 wngtftS a: me Sunauy Pack. The selection can turn 
around me Chepstow form wth Seek The Faith. Manhattan Castle looks me p*eh oi me 
frtsh quinteL He beat Doable Sy mp h o n y seven lengths at Leopardstcmvn last ume wtth King 
Wah Glory a remote fifth and Verdana Canyon, who was gSrg well at the tone, a foter 
two fences out. Arctic Kinsman. 50-1 runner of me Supreme Nowees' Hurdle two yeara 
a&>. is unbeaten after e crxjofe ot chases, at Lac-ester and at Warwick, and cotaa make hs 
presence Ten, wmie AbK Tom. a falter cr. 7m lar-ang uebut i«s season, h» won both Ms 
races OHS term, at Nottingham and Maydock. where he beat Cumbrian Chaaenge a iengm 
and a quarter. Cumbrian Challengs landed a handicap chase un Oe> I2st at Wetherby last 
Une and might well turn around the Kayfooch runreng. S cl e cti ow : TRYING AGAIN. 

fATfcl RITZ CLUB NATIONAL HUNT HANDICAP CHASE F/vf I 
(CLASS B) £40fl00 3m If Pen Value £33,712 

1 3151-16 FLASHCKi STES. (30) (CD) 1C I 1 UU74T iWlll 12 0 fOriimiB 

2 1-12121 IMCbTOCD MI5SLE (3® (CO) D E Hyaarj G ferads £ IP 1C RDreMody 

3 112122 recySMOUElTtlTXBFJ.RGMw-^lprftJ.ysoneifllD BPere* 

4 0-2SU1L AMTRAK EXPRSS (17) (ATCofi SS»BS LSI V HSflCfcfMh 9 10 ? HAFb^rald 

a 6FO20P CHAGIM (USA) (31) (Q(AAai rKoa*l URps 12102 PBM^ntfar 

e 1F-32C4 aTBremiPplJTO'.S.'ToryifiArtrlOlCO MfPtaBrtyH 

r U-2111 (SNERAL RUSTY (150) IVctedH WaS C Uaro3 13 0 JlPUfeCoy 

»- 11 -U 121 WAfauR (USAS ^ OT i L'/mo? t Fj« a :0 0 Go, AUmnna 

9 122113 lAf4£5 PTSG (130 (CD) (BF) '3s^ Pamr^- V Ppe 5 1: 0 Cltauta 

10 E61U40 YORKSHIRE CALE (2^ (CD) (38 \jylcr! J llffec 10 100... Ug»l(5) 

U 112 211 SUJtajAT ORLfT (26) ID) iPsf? 0 Coapert D fe^CiW 7100 Jt Wwi o n (3) 

12 PI-125 K&5WIY CROSS US) ;A J Ihsreter; J Fmxo 5 10 0 J«U^Hn 

-BtiKtawd- 

UCaruro rrejK Ida hue hmflCRB Ger«af flur, -js a. Ataanv Jr Jam Rq 9? IIS, 

lOAsAre '53 fe W ID. UT-“ 9J li, »Cfcrv Crass Ssl 

BEZDNC! 3-lUP9tid*d W i w ta. 4-1 tarcy S mofca . 8-1 Aaaah Expren, BOyfHtGnA, Maamur, 
132 Rutting steet 11-1 Ryer's Nap. 12-1 Geoocti tasty. 25-1 James Plg£ 33-1 ettara 

l9»SSu3tfti«;9l03M4FCipc«l6-l\TC«ee: is or. 

FORM GUIDE 

Hashing steel goes «mh 12a here « preference ra ThiroMy's Gdc Cup, a race ne fed ai 
me 13th in a wr ago. Because John bfoihem rsrtons re grriitt mj^r. ca baser teday. 
Hashing Steel defied a solar turict at Fauytwuse before e >sc pf s«en tiwenere to Im- 
perial CaB m W Hwtsect; Cognac Geld « tr. laopasSSfl wr. H& <nj»rt well g* the -netjjtt 
bur maamur. who a lift v-.TpnE m me weights despite a 3a perasy. gea him stone frem 
the fop .vaght and looks certain to sve a great ivs. Tim Foswr^ grey jumps and oays wmi 
and has won two of his lx? mree races, at TowcestP'and at UiStm. when; ho was cn 12st 
and ran on srorgfy W £W ptavv c£ Ji&gv ana a CTree- fen g h ocaeng to ffecay Garden 
General Rusty, who Stesserj a race at SanCcwm or Ssbattoy because of changed ^ 
mg and is cut for s four-timer, arc BMygoM Gruff, who 5 or a hat-SSh. should not be for 
away u*" if hem are- aUc out cf tr*? handicap amper. Dre one iu far. twever, is Un- 
guidod fttasSe. Soreon ftchantf runner, a course and t5siarce wrorer «r? rJowanbw on 
h» return, has ance gone n at Asca and ot Wetferuy 3« rw o 9» nener m wnn Percy 
SawOatt than where wrnen ntj teneftr, fr. tns t «a at i&ace. the tree before last. Patpy 


SmoBeti (M not act on me last ground when beaten low lengths by Ambak Express at 
&mdown on hts orecaflng start end shoid tun aroux) the tom. Selection: MAAMUR. 

(TAfll FULKE WAUVYN/KW MUR HANDICAP CHASE (AMATBIR 
LlLlr] RIDERS) (CLASS B) £2Sfi00 3m If Penalty Value £22*35 

1 4U-2U P8)(7t*MnnngLiie)TR»w7U10 JtirJCMotyOJ 

2 404022 6tC0KUNREU{nQ(18) fWKentfMy)MPK«91110 —JrtJDcrepse; 

3 113214 5IR0NG ME2XCME (87) |Q (Eti) (Dr D 8 A Stid K Ba^i 9 11 9 taMAnStage 

4 312P22 STEQ. MBIROR 06) gjuanyacti SynUesei A Otaan (frfl 7 11 9 ____Hr 8 rt Cadi (7) 

5 4ZZF11 StPAiy BAY (U} P) (Mre MaBme Q Bober) P fthofe 10 U 6___lfc» P Codtog (5) 

6 lftf«U All FOR LUCX (31) (B y Crag M tae till 6 : — _MrP{Mm 

r 1 20 1 1 5 6E.DEBBON(FR){10) CH* RaccmOO F Dxxnen (Fi) 6 11 6 — MrTDomgn(7) 

8 006-351 WW«IW(Q(CD)DtoJM(»M)NT'-sari-0a*esUn5 — : MrMHwAtS) 

9 100-112 TURKNO IRK (81) (BR (Mei DNnl 0 fetferson 9 12 5 Mr Astav Malta 

10 2U2-4 6 SIWRN6IW (38) CJiidnClopst) J'GAxa 811 5 Mr P (TKeetEi (7) 

U 2-31334 RUN UP THE RAQ(2Q(p)PF)(PeS-roM Partner) )Gftxd 9113 _ — JVCBomer{3) 

12 6-F22U PQOIAN iCM) (17) U Pans) N Trider 7 10 10 : : JtitePJosaH^ 

13 PP^FIP MATT RED (6® (D) (W G N Morj^il J leffi 12 10 10 : MWMargw{7) 

14 UF1F1 EAS8V J0*Bt (23) (D) fS R OaJBfo) S KeOntei 8 10 9 140)-- J*SS«tas 

15 5P2823 GMJS A BUCK (Ml (CO)(KCasieOo) DOaratth 13 IDS Mr T McCarthy (5) 

16 54 eill MMCRSv49)< < MTatxx)NCaseran91U4 MrPIMw(Q 

17 F22212 STOP THE KAUBt |U] (R Su^nl F Stophy 7 102 UrKWMHR 

18 222THJ4 WP IMRMER QO) (D) (Vo Jean R Bswoi S 9vwoad 11 U> 1 — RlrEtomff} 

19 3-4FQ2S VfSAMCl^ WflhOfomuslNTwnor-C&MeslOlOO MrflBRart(7] 

20 URJ3&4 THE REM. UNYOKE (16) (Guy LuWRtowe 11 100 MrJISEfc(7) 

21 U0IM1 GtaiMiKA6Eg5)rJCocn<wj V Ctwrtie 11 10 0... JfcsMOwtafll 

22 2354-PO UMBMi PRMCESS UA U L Wedhvnl J NeoOan 10 ISO to R Taaratan (7) 

-22 declared - 

Wrwnum wtigr 10a. Tit* hancfic® wriptiu Ssag* Sa 9ft. the Real Ss 4fe Gtoi »ap 9a 

2C.loinyaSftfcC8»9st 

EETimS-l DwtegTra. U-2 Gmnti WoBe. 8-1 Mm ne e. 10-1 Eatoy Mar, Sends? Bay, 12-1 
Emm to fie*. Strata Mecfctoe, M-l PMfon. ftai Up The tag. Steel Nmr. 10-1 ottan 
1995: Pier’s N» 9 9 JO Mr P Henley 11-1 (RVne? 16 ran 
FORM SUDE 

Q^iERALWOlPE a Ofijotm top weifcyirbiA. with me good amateur JlrtrCuSotyciartvig the 
5B. can show the way home here. Tan Forster’s seven-year ckl. winner of his last Dm races 
in 1994-95, ran GreenhS Tara A way lo hMt a lengin 81 CfoopEtoe on ttts return, and has 
smee landed the odds at Carlisle and at Haytiock. Encore un Peu, tte other top wei^rt, 
was the e^rt-tengzh runner -u> at Haydock and ms 7m udrantsge does not took enouffi for 
mm to reverse the running. General Woffe may have mem to fear from T anting Trtx. who 
landed hts first two races mis term end was 15 lengths dear of the m*o when beaten three 
tenths by Teraa at Neotairy test time. Afmou^t 7m worse n, Tumfog.Tnx. cat confirm lud- 
fow form -rtfi me itve-iengm nmnenup. Vfan^. Seto cUu c u tzNERAL WOtFE. 

feTe] HAMLET CIGARS 60LD CARD HANDICAP HURDLE (FINAL). 

I (CLASS B) £30,000 added 3ra 2f Penalty Value £27435 

1 LKP1P 8SBOUf»Cra(BBUAGMnderuRBwMr8120^...>-.,, UrJCMtaffi 

2 211W2 ANAL RIM (15] 0» OtcWWl Dta9w fid) 91111 RffoOss 

3 mil? PHARMEARC&}(£F1 StsMssstfeMCedFnmniQNKralMftS L16-4 Jobn*oo0) 

4 566000 AimDAlE(lJl llhe Lnw Rym ffhnirxpinrtlgu I Iril I hnpifi tl & — _ , , TRwmT 

5 053603 BaOtt£lA9U7)tttoHFPffire»saaFWtoV^«4^ MAHttgadd 

£ P-2SQP2 GUAN COW ^7) iFortsn tacre R Ahsr 7 11 4 toPHatayS 


7 3F3-1M PUASIME SHARED Q^fTor^Eaes PHchtseuO 


; GMcOmt 


a 06-2442 FU2Z7 LOQC 04) (CD) (OecEtoam L621 NTVsaxvO»esg no CUMnRyn 

9 (W54fl f^taOCDMUP6ra7] £)SBbtoT.UJ(Wan9lDt3 

10 U-04 KAMMAZE (10) 00^01 S GSFHMy.’ 1 ViTlltS 6 10 12 t riw-y 

11 0012-00 PMSA»ttnnMaMsr^tt»one)Rtawl310U DO'Setow 

12 32-6211 CREATEASa)f(E3)f0C538tiW5TaBr6108 fl McBMb (71‘ 

13 2BM0P D0BEWVEi25)OT(taKa)aue)UaiPi(r>wiaU8 JffMntar 

i« 1U2Q3 nNweiffifiEpsiuaaia^AiaKefesiMF^eiD^ p manta 

15 31-0062 NOWeilQiOMClTlUPUcUwuslEOTVBAiHSlOO RDwwody 

IS 312331 MDOHOND{3G)iTCPB|4 AO8B«n(n710G CB-J. 

17 122-U21 TOPi^fS^iRtSaigsenMrsttersSRSloS i w» 

18 11 21 15 IME LAST RJNG Q4) (Uctari isdeon BfooCaxKj Ma S Sioti 6 10 4 _ JBtiurt taest 

18 1 311151 EVER 9fiK£ (ffl) 05) (tend Ltffiaw. 1 M 9 ID 4 1 1» 

20 2-22022 TW«(13) (V/F.^rO JD« 5104 _J0toe«- 

21 0-S3P13 WjSOWrettaffiFDenraaSPfoCvftSlDa - : - — A P McCoy 

a 24-2300 WCTC8KWVD [NZ)(m(C7 (Brad F BaUsd 1 NGa»ee9 102 

23 U22M 5f^(591.Ttrcs 3 dVrpjE.’» C ,iJ)«s5U)l Ttete 

24 ^22343 OTTOtiOl (24) JW K Bsba; P Ncnofis 6 100 j _ C ttmte 

-24dadared- 

JterMB miff* l(ht five hw«p nejac 0awo9sti2a. 

HEfTwe M Top Orta, H A) last Rfog. 9-1 Great Emby, Rme Stand, No Mm To Bml 
lZ-ir&Ot* UKdmac. 14-1 Moobaao, PtoraMer. 151 Bra Snh, RaMn Ptte. 20-1 rtfflfo 

J895: Wffl*Afen 7 K) U Pew Kobrt 9-2 IC VteJon) a «t 

FORM GUIDE .'. ~ 

TOP CEE5, of tin 1995 CfsKter Cm MU ttoucky n running when a tast-fin- 

sfwtg lengh ttwd of In are CesvBwrxh. two retah (he marathon pume* and, feMywetort- 
<4. can h*w» vO lost month'-, short -head Vieihertjy wn off ony 3 31b mp*w made. One cl 
Iho mgSWt (WiiSrss the Insh challenger No When To Run. yotto wn tte form D« treat- ’ 
en only a new by fiowTOwood at Nat? on fw moc recent sort flnd the mwitof Achanl 

Dima^ Plenart Shared rtefeated Pisqr Lo0c five leriemsrtCheostoir test Ana wth 
OUsaa otoigmaru a Quarter oadtei ttwti and See EwKgb puaec up, Hecanoodbnv 
rtw tom ahtwajh rased 7m to **. SrtecttooiTOPCas. 


t'r. ' ] 
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CHELTENHAM 

2J5: Kfanaokfey is a strewg lip &om 
a powerful yard and would be for- 
nudabje on good gronnd. If the 
Uueavened' downpours arrive, 
though, soft ground could hand the 
advantage to the unbeaten Castle 
Sweep. Both are at short odds in a 
competitive contest, however, and 
a tnore attractive betting proposi- 
tion is the 20- ] Ladbrokes offer for 
David Nicholson’s “second string” 
SHANKAR, who has shown good 
form on this track. 

UJO 

250: These big fences trill present 
astern lest for Dratxvgfe’s fast-and- 
forious style of racing. Better val- 
ue is available with VENTANA 
CANYON, from a stable with an ex- 
ceUem Cheltenham festival record 

□QQ 

3-36: ALDERBROOK, wi».|0Qk« 
flic best Champion Hurdler since 
1985-87 triple winner' See You 
Then when beating Large Action 
by Dve lengths with .Danoli thud, 
Mysilv filth and Absalom's Lady 
sixth last year, showed herwell-be- 
ing by easily brushing aside Made 
The Knife, Land Afer and Jtighl 
Win at Kempion last monih. Much 
has been made of ihe smart Flat 


AflWIffiPENDEVr 


racing services 

0891 261 + 


KSBLTSl 




HYPE 

wmmi 


performer's need for soft ground, 
•'good" going over jumps wonld be 
deemed "good (o sort" or even 
"soft" on the Flat. It is debatable 
if today's ground will be any firmer 

fiian it was when ihe sdection fin- 
ished a superb three-quarters of a 
length second to Freedom Cry 
(who received 21b) in the Group 2 
Grosser Preis DerWhtscfaaR over ! 
1 1 fuAmgs fin soft going at ^den- 
Baden last May. Collier Bay does 
need deep mud and Bote] MineL 
la may prove a bigger dancer, 

ooq • . 

AOfe UNGUIDED MISSILE, who 
beat Strong Deel a length and a 

qumiff overan uiaidequate two and 
u/i+T maes and 110 yards at 
Wetherby, is proven faete and, 
Thanlcs to Hasmi^ Steel meets the 
six at the bottom of. the handicap 
on favonrabk terms. Mud-kwing 
PenySmofiett is the main - danger. 


gm* 



All COt;RSES Rest ITS j 

0891 261 9 70 1 

3-iXL narmsnl 


&N cua all calls! 
CHARGED per SECQMn 
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KEM JONES 
jepoits firiniLas Vegas 

- in coo^tsLtoihe bombardment 
of^wfeble hyperbole it has 
: inthc most widely read 
I British: newspapers, and of 
course oa'Sky television, Frank . 
Bnmo Vdefenceof the Wodd 

Boxing >CoimdI heavyweight 
cbampibbshrp against MLte 
Tyson #Iaas Vegas -next Satur- 


■Rp 5 on mJ&as .vegaspext Satur- 
- t^hasyet to cause any exrite- 
meotop dus ade of the Atlantic. 
-' Doubtless interest will have 
picked by the time Bnrno's 
i.OO&Wso snpporters begin .to 
. ar^in^e Nevada desert, but 
an eventSkywouklliaveits cus- 
tomCTsbeheyeto bethe “Fight 
(^l^Centiiiy^ is presently .so 


£•] 8 1 


/ m I 1 


f# | | 

[# 1 | j 
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^ Rugby League - 

tC ® °f fe«e •: DAVEHAOTELD . V- • / .. 

•• m ‘**;'*t •/.'••• •/' • ’ 

. ; ' -tj.: The worst fears of Rupert Mnr- 
■ c doch’sNews Limited have been 

•« confirmed by a judge's rulmg that 

• - 1 - ‘ ; 'ri Super League in Australia caD- 

• - ... not start before the year 2000. 

• • ‘ i- ’ Tbereis no legal barrier to the. 

‘ :u ^ parafld Super League in Europe 

: • m. " starting on schedule on 29 
->ff} ManivaKhoogb firere must be 
laag doubts now over whether Mur? 

• 1 . ~ doch will pump, money into the 
' ' V, - game here for fourseasons while 
. . waiting to start up in Australia. 
. *As far as I am concerned We 

...: : r . have won,” said Ken Arthurson, 
.-. . the chairman of the Australian 
7 Rngty Leajpie, winch has suc- 
7 cessfullyfought off the attempt 
■...'to set tip a rebel competition. 

News limited is to appeal 
r >£ US by and the company is applyingfor 

.. r a stay of the orders against ft to- 
_ -’’day, but its most gloorayprog- 
,'.noses have oome true with the 
’ series of judgments handed 
‘.tiown by Judge James Burchett 
’ m Sydney yesterday. 

_ It has been ordered to send 
• ' the players it signed -bade to 
’ ’ • ' their ARL chibs, although News 
■ r Limited wiB have to continue to 
■.« rj&gtj honour contract payments, to 

v ‘ J ' those players. 

- The eight dubs which tried 

'-o break away to join Super 
- 1 -Ueague have been told they 
• - ■■■• J r nust “assemble, train and con- 
- - -- .istent^field the best possible 
earos... in tbe national [ARL] 
onroetition until 31 December, 
- j. 999." In all probability, that 
narks the end of the' Super 
-eague dream in Australia. 


The implications for the rest 
(rfthewand are partly contained 
iri an order that says: -Super 
League players are banned from 
taking; port m or promoting any 
games conducted by the Rugby 
- Football League in England or 
including any of its dubs." 

That not only apjjears to 

any Australian Super League 
players to its British competi- 
tion, it also kills off any prospect 
of a Super Leagne World Club 


Ibose are the circumstances 
under which, accenting to an af- 
fidavit from the RFL tabled in 
Sydney. News' limited would 
have grounds for pulling out of 
its European contract Despite 
that the League here was still 
riahwing yesterday that it had 
narrowly escaped something 
even worse. 

“Onrlawyere advised us that 
we came perilously dose to 
the dangerous situation ofhav- 


eentive, Maurice Lindsay, said. 

“Clearly Super League- in 
i^istralia has bad the set-back 
of not being able to commence, 
but an appeal is to be heard 
quickly and we will be moni- 
toring events. For the moment, 
we will devote all our attention 
to-ensuring that the European 
Super League is a success." 

News Limited’s chief execu- 
tive, Ken Cowley, said that 
Judge Burchett’s ruling was 
fundamentally unsound and 
that a successful appeal could 
still allow Super League to 
start this year. _ 


‘Hurricane’ all blown out 


BflHards 


Alex “Hurricane’* Hi ggins , the 
fanner world snooker champi- 
on, was dedared to be too ex- 
hausted and unfit to play on the 
opening dav' of the World 


Matdiplay Championship in 
Ballymena yesterday. 

His fellow "Irishman' John 
McIntyre received a walkover 
into round two after Higgins’ 
manager, Doug Perry, faxed 


the ofganisefsto say his player 
was “unfit to take part" because 
he was suffering from “complete 
exhaustion". 

Mike Russell, the winner of 
tiie UK title at Wigan last week, 
opened his defence of the tide 
with a comfortable 4-0 victory 
over Russia’s only professional, 
Ashot Fotikyan. 

; Tbe world No 3, Peter 
Gilchrist, also readied the last 
I6witha4-1 victory over Naiin 

PateL : - 


'Brawl’ clubs face charg0s 


’ ’ -hx*- 


Jce boeteay 

'The British Ice Hockey Asso- 
ciation is set to charge Durham 
Wasps and Humberade Hawks 
with bringing the game into cfe- 
repute foUowirig the scenes 
that caused the abandonment 
of the championship play-off 
game in Sunderland, .writes 
Gwilym Lloyd. 

The Hawks led 1-0 when po- 
lice. stopped the game after 
just 5S seconds, arresting six 
players. Frank Dempster, tbe 
BIHA disdphnaiy chairman, 
sdd: “There’s a chance we will 
charge both dubs with <&rqpute 
; and we’re looking at tbe.role of 
the two coaches as welL They 
too could face charges.” 


The decision to replay the 
game tomorrow night at either 
Nottingham or Blackburn has 
angered the Humberside chair- 
man, Terry Geraghty. “How 
can they make that decision? Ws 
are going to. the BIHA on 
ThursJay whh our lawyers. They 
can’t do anything before then. 
V^wsmt them r^hspsj banned" 

As for possible legal action 
following- the pre-match inci- 
dent when the Hawks defence- 
man, Bruce Bell, was allegedly 
set on by two Durham players, 
Ge nighty has pledged mil sup- 
port for his player. “Wfe wiQbadc 
him all the way through the 
courts," he said. 

No one from the Durham dub 
was available for comment. - 


fails to grip Americans 


for down the list of American 
sporting priorities that it did not 
rate even one paragraph in tbe 
publications 'I scanned before 
leaving New York. 

. This has less to do with the 
notion that British heavyweights 
are naturally inclined to the 
horizontal position than things 
taking place in their time, and 
the conclusion, admirable to my 
mind, that prizefighters are 
fired by personal ambition, not 
patriotism.. 

You may-sense the voice of 
a gmic, but it is * fact that Tyson 
would raise -a great deal of 
embarrassment over here if, 
Kke Bruisb, he prattled on about 
representing his country. The 
singing of tbe. US anthem at 
sports events is no guide to na- 
-tional sensibilities. The tradition 


goes back only until shortly af- 
ter the outbreak of war in 1941 
when, in deckling that sport was 
important to morale. President 
Roosevelt ordered a reminder 
of more important issues. 

_ There has been plenty of ev- 
idence down the years to show 
that British sports fans generally 
see things in a different light. 
Those who turned up to support 
Bruno seven years ago when he 
challenged unsuccessfully for 
tbe championship Tyson then 
held caused considerable 
amusement. “Who are these 
people?” I recall an American 
friend asking when they stormed 
the weigh-in, chanting Bruno’s 
name. “Do they always behave 
so c hildis h ly ," 

Doubtless Las Vegas i$ in for 
a repeat performance, but what 


else can you expect when Sun 
readers are being encouraged to 
fire off encouraging faxes to the 
WBC champion? 

It reminds me of a story told 
about the build-op to a contest 
between an outstanding British 
boxer, Dave Charnley, and Joe 
Brown of the US for ihe latter’s 
undisputed lightweight champ- 
ionship. Sluggish ticket sales 
prompted the promoter, an 
imaginative type, to come up 
with a suggestion he put to the 
British boxing writers in atten- 
dance. “What about getting the 
Queen to send Dave a good luck 
message?" he asked. 

White booting fans are known 
to have divergent notions of 
pleasure, what they expect in the 
main from heavyweights is vio- 
lence. When big men get into 


the ring, technical considera- 
tions matter less than the abil- 
ity to induce a state of mind 
known commonly as uncon- 
sciousness. It is why the first 
fight of Mike Tyson’s comeback 
sold out at the MGM Grand in 
Las Vegas and why the arena 
will be full again on Saturday. 

Even as champion, Bruno is 
perceived in the role of sup- 
porting actor. What will even- 
tually capture the attention of 
Americans is IVson's hugely re- 
warded attempt to again unify 
tbe heavyweight championship. 
. No amount of support for Bruno 
can undermine their belief that 
he is in Las \tegas merely to pro- 
vide Tyson with an opportunity 
to re-establish the reputation 
that once spread terror through- 
out the heavyweight division. 


Returning to where we start- 
ed. a confident personal as- 
sumption was that the fight 
would by now’ have gained some 
momentum, at least in Che Las 
Vegas newspapers. Not a word 
no sighting so far of the Amer- 
ican boxing correspondents who 
have beenmade temporarily re- 
dundant by attention given to 
the basketball championships. 

A curious fact is that while 
USA Today made no reference 
to tbe fight, it carried a story 
about tbe first game in qualifi- 
cation for the 1998 World Cup, 
a 3-3 draw betwen Dominica and 
.Antigua. You may find this odd. 
I find it healthy. All things in 
their time is no bad philosophy. 
■ William H31 have taken a bet 
of £50.000 from one customer 
at 1-4 on Tyson to win. 


Sweeping to victory: Brian Lara on Ms way to 111 in Karachi yesterday 


Photograph: John Pryke/Reuter 


Brilliant Lara is the difference 


Crictot . 

West Indies 264-8 .• 

South Africa 245 

{West Indies win by 19 runs} 


A superb century by Brian Lara 
gave the revitalised West Indies 
a chance of victory which the 
part-time spin of Jimmy Adams 
eventually secured in tile third 
World Clip quarter-final at the 
National Stadium in Karachi 
yesterday. 

A semi-final against Aus- 
tialia had looked far from prob- 
able just 12 dap earlier, when 
tbe West Indies slumped to 
defeat against Kenya, prompt- 
ing their captain, Richie Rich- 
ardson. : to announce his 
retirement from international 
cricket 

Lara struck 111 off 94 balls, 
putting on 138 with Shhmaiine 
Chanderpau) for the second 
wicket against a South African 


attack lacking Allan Donald, 
who was not selected. 

Both captains paid tribute to 
Lara. “He badly wanted to do 
well today after all the pressure 
he's been under and I telt very 
tense for him, ” Richardson 
said “But when he hit his first 
four, 1 knew be was definitely 
going to score his 100." 


Richardson's counterpart 
Hansie Cronje, said that Lara 
had made the difference: “We 
gave him too much width with 
our bowling." he added. 

Lara’s innings looked as 
though it might count for noth- 
ing, first because of some care- 
less Caribbean batting later in 
the innings, and then when the 


Karachi scoreboard 


(West Mies wvi trssl • • 
WESTWDBS..- 

SCharaferpadcCuinuihMcMaiaa -56 
tC 0 Bmt{ Qdron b Maatjews.i26 
B C Lantc Ftofccfe b S»mcox.-„-r.lXl 
•RS/flSctefcteort c Kirsten b SymcoK 10 

R A Harper lb* b McMter- ~9 

R IC pokier, tun out — 5 

K J Anhunon c Hudson b Adorns — 1 

J C Adams not out — : — 13 

I A Bishop b Adams — a 17 

CEL Ambrose not out — — Id 
Extr« (b 2 , IbU, w2, nbl}. —16 


fafcl-42, 2- 130. 3-210,4-214, 5-227, 
&-Z30, 7-230, 8-254. .. 

Md not bat C A wateh. 

Bmfag PoDocfc CL0-4&0; Matthews 
UH>-42-li CfOrte.3^17-0; McMftan 10- 
1-37-2 i5^wxk lOOOA-2; Adams S-0- 


. SOUTH AFRICA 

A C Hudson c Wblsh b Adams 54 

G Kirsten hrt wicket b Ambrose — ... — 3 

DJ CuHnanc Bishop b Adams 69 

*WJ.Cmn)ec Artiurton b Adams — 40 

j N Rhodes c Adams b Harper- J3 

B fl McMIBan few b Haipar .6 

S Mftdocfc c Adams b Harper. .6 

TS J Patframan c & b Hamer 1 

P L SyrTCca c Harper b Arthumjn — 24 

C R Matteevw not out — . — -8 

PR Adams b Walsh 10 

Extras thl, b4, w2, nb4) 11 

Wafl Has oners)— ; MS 

FWb 1-21, 2-118. 3140, 4-186. 5-106, 
6-196, 7-198, 8-227, 9-22a 
Bower*: Ambrose 100-29-1; Walsh 
83-0-51-1; Bshop 5-0-31-0; Haiper 
10-0-47-4: Adams 10-0-53-3; Anhurton 
6-0-29-1. 

Umpiras: KT Francis and SO RandeR. 


South African batsmen made a 
determined challenge. But 
Adams ended one threat after 
another, having Andrew Hud- 
son (55). Daiyll C ullman (69) 
and Hansie Cronje (40) held in 
tbe deep as South Africa tried 
to chase a tough victory target 
of 265. 

Crooje's departure virtually 
settled the contest but, just lo 
make sure, tbe off-spinner 
Roger Harper then struck three 
times during the 41st over. 

Adams judged Jonty Rhodes’ 
skyer to perfection at deep 
mid-wicket before Harper sent 
bads Brian McMillan, leg before 
and Steve Palframan, spectac- 
ularly caught and bowled. 

South Africa, having won 10 
one-day internationals in a row, 
were beaten despite some big hits 
from tbe taO-ender, Pat Symcax. 
He struck Harper for two huge 
sixes but, when Sbaun Pollock 
tried to follow suit, Adams was 
in tbe right place again. 
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sport 

I thought ‘Here 
I go’ but I 
caught it... 



During the si owing-down lap of 
Sunday’s race in Melbourne. 1 
was reminded of what an ab- 
solutely fantastic feeling it is to 
win a grand prix. Quite apart 
from everytaing else which 
happens during a race week- 
end, winning is an incredibly re- 
warding sensation, especially if 
you've pat in a lot of effort dur- 
ing the winter, trained bard and 
dealt with ail the pre-season 
hype as people speculate about 
thic, that and the other. All you 
want to do is gel on with the 
racing. 

But then after raring for an 
hour and 33 minutes -focusing 
non-stop on the car in front, the 
backmarkers and everything 
else which is going on - the re- 
lease when it’s all over is ab- 
solutely enormous. Thai was the 
overriding feeling as I made my 
way back to the pits. 

What made the result even 
more satisfying was the fact that 
Rothmans' Williams-Renault 
had worked exceptionally well 
as a team throughout the en- 
tire weekend. It had been a 
tremendously slick operation 
and we were very effective 
during the race. Any of the crit- 
icism which had been levelled 
last year could not, under any 
circumstances, have been 
raised last weekend. 

The atmosphere has been 
excellent and Jacques Vj|- 
leneuve played his pan in that 
One way or another, it's been 
quite an experience having 
Jacques as a team-mate. He’s 
a very keen competitor with a 
good personality. And he’s 
quick -as his first pole position 
showed. I knew I was going to 
have my work cut out right 
from the start of the race. 

Jacques maintained his lead 
into the first comer and, com- 
ing out, 1 gave the car some 
throttle and it suddenly 
snapped sideways. I thought: 
“Here I go..." but I caught it, 
only to find I was on the dusty 
part of the track and unable to 
accelerate as hard as I wanted. 
Both Ferraris went through, but 
mercifully, the race was 
stopped after an accident at the 



third comer. 

I made a better start second 
time round and settled in be- 
hind Jacques, working out 
where he was quick and where 
1 was able to close tqi. I was 
able to get close to him. but I 
didn't want to take any chances 
in the early part of the race. 

I knew I was going to go for 
a later pit stop than Jacques 
and that would give me the op- 
portunity to run quickly for a 
few laps with a very light load 
of fuel. That, in turn, would al- 
low me to close down the lime 
difference between us and 
come out of the pits ahead of 
him. That’s in fact what hap- 
pened - but it wasn’t a big 
enough gap. 

The plan had been spoiled 
by finding three backmarkers 
in my path during those few 
laps after Jacques had disap- 
peared into the pits. We 
changed tactics slightly and I 
came in a lap early because I 
was being delayed too much. 

I nipped out of the pits just 
as Jacques was finishing a lap 
with his tyres nicely wanned up. 
I defended the line, but 1 was 
on relatively cold tyres and ran 
wide at the exit of a comer. 
Jacques slipped through. We 
were back to square one. 

I thought 1 would put a bit 


DAMON HILL 


of pressure on him and. sure 
enough, he made a mistake and 
went on to the grass at the exit 
of the first corner. 1 was unable 
to keep my fool on it, howev- 
er. because Jacques was head- 
ing back to the track and 1 was 
mindful of the fact that there 
might have been a few long 
feces in the Williams pit if both 
of us had ended up in the wall. 

1 had a couple of goes at get- 
ting through, boLh then and lat- 
er on in the race when we came 
across some backmarkers. 
Jacques defended quite rigor- 
ously, but there was no contact 
between us, absolutely nothing 
I could complain about. It w-as 
a good, sporting fight. 

Throughout all of this, I 
had been getting oil on my vi- 
sor and it had been getting 
worse and worse. When I had 
used all the rip-offs, which are 
attached to the outside of the 
visor. I resorted to cleaning with 
the back of my gloves, but at 
best it merely smeared the oil. 
At one stage, the oQ actually be- 
gan to run down the inside of 
my visor, so obviously there was 
no way I could get rid of that. 
To say the world looked very 
murky from where 1 was sitting 
would be a considerable un- 
derstatement 

When 1 noticed that the oil 
from the back of Jacques' car 
was coming out much worse 
than before, 1 got on the radio 
and told the team that Jacques 
had a problem. I didn't want to 
drop back because that would 
have reduced the pressure on 
Jacques, but as things turned 
out he had to slow quite dra- 
matically in the final few Japs 
to make sure of finishing. I'm 
sure Jacques is disappointed 
not to have won. He put up a 
very good show and there’s no 
question he’s going to win 
races this season. 

All in all. we had a good race: 
an exciting start to the year, it 
was the result I had hoped for. 
but we dearly have to work 
hard because the competition 
is potentially very strong. The 
Ferraris. for instance, are not 
far away. Even though they 
were stopping twice - as op- 
posed to our single stop - and 
were therefore running with a 
lighter load of fuel in the ear- 
ly stage, we would probably 
have only been about 15 to 20 
seconds ahead of Michael 
Schumacher had he been able 
to keep running to the end. It’s 
going to lake Ferrari no lime 
at all to close that gap. 

But in the meantime. 1 have 
10 points in the bank. As I was 
slowing down and heading for 
the pits, 1 thought: “Well, now 
I’m leading the world champi- 
onship." The Iasi time I led the 
championship was after the 
San Marino Grand Prix at Imo- 
la Iasi May. The privilege was 
to last for a mere two weeks. On 
this occasion, we’ve only just 
started the season and I have 
to say I'm really looking forward 
to keeping up the momentum 
at the next race in Brazil. 
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Be the first in the know 
to find the best snow! 

«0891 333 110 

Accurate, up-nxiae tkav and weather 
reports wren over 100 resorts in Europe 
and North Amenta by phone or lav. 
(For a lex report please use a phone 
attached to \our tax machine). 
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The night that Ali and 



_ 'Ki f-im 


Ken Jones celebrates 
the 25th anniversary 
of a fascinating title - 
fight that was ‘among 
the most thrilling in 
boxing history* 

On the way to hospital for an exam- 
ination of bis swollen jaw, Muham- 
mad All awakened briefly from 
exhaustion to mutter. “Must have 
been a helluva fight, rmsooo tired.” 

For once in a gabby, gaudy career 

that transcended sport. All under- 
stated. His loss to Joe Frazier at Madi- 
son Square Garden, New York on 8 
March 1971 when c hallengin g far 
heavyweight championship was more 
than fatigue allowed him immediatel y: 
to remember. More than just a hel- 
luva a fight, it was among the most 
thrilling in boxing history. 

Millions of television viewers 
worldwide sensed the excitement “I 
don't know why people speak of 
Manila [the ate, in 197^ cf their third 
epic encounter],” Frazier said last 
week, “because the fiat time was the 
biggest fight in the wild. No fight can 
touch it We were both undefeated 
and the atmosphere was tremendous. 
Ali the roads were jammed People 
couldn’t get into the city.” 

The novelist Buda Schulberg 
wrote: “When it was announced that 
two prize fighters, two black men, two 
heavyweight champions were la divide 
a purse of S5m to decide which was 
toe one true champion, a special ex- 
citement ran through the country, the 
big money excitement, for this was an 
event as significant to the Watt Street 
Journal as it was to Ring magazine. n 

There was the effect of Alfs cul- 
tural independence too, his strident 
presence a symbol of black con- 
sciousness. Stripped of the title in 1967, 
Ali had only recently returned from 
more than three years in exile and was 
still waiting for the US Supreme 
Court to rule on appeal against a five- 
year prison term imposed by the De- 
partment of Justice when he refused 
to be drafted for Vietnam. 

Polarising opinion. Ali had be- 
come all things to ail people - 
hero, traitor, scoundrel, zealot, big- 
ot. philanderer, rabble-rouser 
prophet, but above all the most re- 
markable and charismatic sportsman 
the world has ever known. 

The resurrection proved difficult 
Despite the efforts of a persuasive co- 
hort Harold Conrad state after 
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Muhammad Afl (left) and Joe R-azier, during their first meeting 25 years ago today; Ffazter wbh on a^unanteous decisioir 


state had refused Ali a licence when, 
astonishingly, permission came from 
racist Georgia. Coming back fa At- 
lanta on 7 October 1970, Ali stopped 
Jeriy Quany in three rounds. A vic- 
tory over Oscar Boncvena in New 
York two months later, one that saw 
the tough Argentinian floored three 
times before be was stopped fa the 
15th round, brought Ali into con- 
tention for Frazier's title. 

With his ferocious Fhiladdphia- 
style hooking. Frazier was from the 


okl school a no-nonsense champion ■ 
and the antithesis of Ah. Frazier did 
not play bis colour up or down. He 
concentrated on his work and stepped 
scrupulously asde from racial fcsues, 
ignoring the vibrant new mifitaneywith 
which Ali was so closely identified. As 
a poor bey of just six, helping his fa- 
ther to scratch a) King from parched 
fields, Frazier knew bigptrv and dis- 
crimination and had a much tougher 
childhood than AIL but he was con- 
tent to pursue the American dream. 


Thus, at a time of great social strife, beTswidmig sajj>etgp^ed a C&na-y. 
bewas a symbol cfWackconsovatfem. Xcfiaamfllnuaire sports has, JacfcipMl 
Soon, it wasn't alight fay mote,. Cooke to put up tfe money: 
it was ahappenmg but someone had I 7- Differertces m apphcsiJio^‘thel 
to bring it aU together: The marttfe'. resistible : contest; oetwtCT 5pe«t 
was tal^upby a JfoQywood bustier, ■' and power addedto thedasematiod 
. Jerry Fereixhfo who didn't know a V The powetful slugger, Krazj£r,wfro 
gumshfekl from a groin protected. had defeated Jimmy 
PerendBOWasbredin tefevrsfan, caitie camtitie,hajving feteiHKssiy larwaru- 
nf agp with tiie medium, teamed with tml^agfang.mhrdef^ hodk^Up 
others that the medium was.the briffiantiyfai6rt6odax,e^in^6ra^ 
message. Ahawker odThappeningS, he fronted with the idtimafo^jK^lerp' 
latched ontocfaethaitiffiworid would of soMngthe styfepftiiebtber^^ ' 
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Ladejo leads Britain’is chase for medals 


It seems appropriate that the 
34th European Indoor Athlet- 
ics Championships, a stepping 
stone en route to this summer’s 
Olympics, should be hosted by 
a city built on 14 linked islands. 

But if the course is set. then 
for the runners at least the path 
is narrow. The track inside the 
Globe Arena here has only 
four tight lanes and is extremely 
sharp on the curves. 

“It’s like back to the old 
days of indoor running.’' said 
Malcolm Arnold, Britain's di- 
rectorof coaching. “When you 
finish running one bend and you 
are looking down to the next 
one it looks like a right angle.” 
Or, as someone suggested, a left 
angle. 

whatever the angle. Du'Aine 
Ladejo, Britain's defending 400 
metres champion, has revised 
his expectation of breaking 
Todd Bennett’s national indoor 
record of 45.56sec. 

Ladejo, who spent six yeans 
studying at an American college, 
has a seemingly inexhaustible 
capacity to be upbeat. Having 
said he hopes to beat the world 
champion, Michael Johnson, 
at this year's Olympics, he man- 
aged to formulate a positive 
rake on the fact that the Amer- 
ican has recently run 44.66sec 
indoors - nearly two seconds 
faster than his best this season. 
“It shows that be is not fa any 
better nick than last year,” he 
said. 

But even Ladejo - second fa 
rbe European list this year to 


Ashraf Saber, of Italy -has had 
to lower his sights on the evi- 
dence of his own eyes. “On this 
track I don’t think breaking the 
record is realistic.” he said. “I 
would go so Ear as to say it is not 

S > to standard. It has probably 
e tightest corners I’ve ever 
seen.” 

Two years ago at the Palais 
Omnisport in Paris, Ladejo 
conrributed to Britain's best 
total of five European indoor 
medals, the others coming from 
Dalton Grant in the high jump, 
David Strang in the 1500m. 
and Colin Jackson, who com- 
pleted an unprecedented dou- 
ble fa the 60m and 60m hurdles. 


IVEke Rowbottom, in Stockholm, looks at the 
weekend’s European Indoor Championships 


While both Ladejo and 
Grant will defend their titles 
here, many of the leading 
Britons are absent either be- 
cause of injury or a desire to 
concentrate on training for the 
Olympic outdoor season. 

That has given other British 
talents the opportunity to raise 
their profiles fa an event which 
began as the European Indoor 
Gaines in Dortmund 30 years 
ago. 

Jason Gardener, a 20-year- 
old from Bath, goes into these 


championships as the fastest 
European of the indoor season 
over 60m. Anthony Whiteman 
is another Briton for whom 
these championships could 
represent a great leap for- 
ward. He goes into the 1500m 
as the third fastest European 
this year with a time of 3mfa 
39.47scc. 

And Ashia Hansen, third fa 
the Iriplejiunpranlcmgsthissea- 
son. is a strong medal con- 
tender despite having suffered 
recently from a heavy cold. 


For Kate Staples. Britain’s 
pole vault recoro holder, this 
weekend offers the first chance 
to compete in an international 
championship. 

Women’s pole vaulting was 
only officially recognised by 
the International Amateur Ath- 
letic federation at the beginning 
of last year, and it will not be 
included in this summer's 
Olympics. As the Games get un- 
der way. Staples, now 30, will 
distract herself by filming an- 
other series of the TV show 
Gladiators , where she appears 
as her alter ego. Zodiac. 

But she is determined to 
make the most of the first 


championships where her event 
has been fadnded, and hopes to 
improve her indoor record of 
3.&5m to beyond 4m with the 


Gardener taking the baton from Christie 


When Jason Gardener was 
asked yesterday to comment on 
the fact that he is favourite to win 
today’s 60 metres at the Euro- 
pean Indoor Championships, 
he raised his eyebrows, took a 
deep breath, and composed 
himself, writes Mike {towbottom. 

Since the indoor match 
against Russia fa January, when 
he won the 60m fa a time of 
6.55scc. which no European 
has yet bettered this season. 
Gardener has been sized up as 
Britain's Next Great Sprinter. 

Given the experience of oth- 
er young athletes similarly as- 
sessed fa the past, you might 
think that those sprinters whom 
the gods seek to make mad, they 


first compare to Linford Christie. 
Jason Livingston, Darren Camp- 
belL Danny Joyce - all have felt 
the Christie mande fall heavily 
on their shoulders and stag- 
gered under the pressure. 

In what is his first major in- 
ternational championship. Gar- 
dener. a quietly spoken 33-year- 
old from Barb, is attempting to 
remain light on his feet "There 
is no pressure,” he asserted. "As 
long as J run to the best of my 
ability I will be happy.” 

If this son of Ja m aican and 
Irish parents does that he has 
a good chance of retaining the 
title won foT Britain two years 
ago by Colin Jackson, and two 
years before that by' Livingston. 


His main rivals appear to be 
Marc Blume. of Germany, who 
has run 6J6 this year, Fernan- 
do Ramirez of Norway (6.57), 
Peter Karlsst ni of Sweden and his 
fellow countryman. Jason John. 

Considering he regularly trains 
on a track fa Melksham so poor 
it is not judged fit to hold meet- 
ings on. Gardener wifl no doubt 
regard the mudi-crititised Stock- 
holm track as relatively accept- 
able. Whether be will have any 
problems with the new ultra- 
sensitive Seiko timing system 
which caused such distress to 
many athletes at last year's World 
Championships remains to be 
seen. “I have never false -started 
fa my life." he said yesterday. 


He accepts that British 
sprifaers cannot live without ref- 
erence to Christie, but says it is 
not necessarily a bad thing. 
“Having him around is good for 
me because he sets the standard. 
Ar the moment there are nvo 
different levels and I’ve got to 
try and establish myself.” It 
was only two years ago that be 
won the European junior 100m 
title, something Britons have 
done on six out of the last sev- 
en occasions. None of those six 
have gone on to fulfil their po- 
tential Bui that is a message 
Gardener, doing communica- 
tion studies in his home city, is 
entitled to ignore. He has tal- 
ent and time on his side. 


pole. 

While the women's record 
has been broken regularly this 
season - the work! indoor marie 
currently stands to China’s Sun 
Caiyun at 4.28m - Staples 
would have a chance of a medal 
if she esm achieve her objective. 

Staples' training partner, 
Nk&BuckfiekL faces arefatively 
harder task fa his event, where 
the top seven performers fa the 
world this year are European. 
But it gives him the ideal com- 
petitive environment in which 
to improve his recent British 
record of 5.61. 

Judy Oakes has an outside 
chance of a medal in a shot putt 
competition which features one 
erf only two world champions to 
be competing here, Astrid 
Kmnbemuss of Germaity. The 
other is also a German, Alba 
Astafci, the high jumper. 

Grant’s gold in rtuis, the 
first championship victoiy of his 
career, was no more than he de- 
served for his pioneering 
achievements in lining British 
high jumping to world-class 
levels. . 

Although Norway’s Euro- 
pean outdoor champion, Stcfaar 
Hoen, appears a dear favourite. 
Grant - who has as much nerve 
and competitive spirit as any 
British athlete - looks sure to 
add to his medal collection. 


RugbyUnion V 

STEVE BAl£ . V 

Whatever the precise nature of 
the “inconclusive’’ video evi- 
dence, Jack Rowell can count 
himself fortunate to be in apo- 
sidon to reselect Jason Leonard 
mtheFiigjahri team ip be named 
today afieT the prop’s acquittal 

- though not mute exoneration: 

- crfpimchmg.Rob .Y&mwright,.; 
the Scotland captafajn last Sat- 
urday’s Calcutta Cup match. 

With Leonard rendered avail- 
able for the Triple Crown de- 
cider against Ireland at. TWkk-. 
e nil am a week tomorrow, de- 


play by the Scottish Rugby 
Union, the manager ha$ jao 
particular motive for making any 
changes, unless England’s - in- 
ability to win consistent ime-out 
ball other than through Martfa 
Johnson persuades him to re- 
instate Martin Bayfield. The 
World Cup wing Toity Under- 
wood, belatedly fit again, may . 
also come under consideration.' 

By their lfae-out cfals fa tbe 


revealed an almost total reluc- 
tance to aim for Bayfield’s re- 
placement Garath Archer, but 
even so it is, hard to imagine 
Archer’s oxefusion after only one 
cap, and Bayfield himself accepts 
that he will not have another 
chance until next season. 

Nevertheless uncertainty; 


^bdtntheEpd^secoixixowwas 
one reason vwtyffielrish.debyed - 
r* tbdrselection from breakfast- 
. .time yesteid^ to dinnertime t 
ftm^-roastoseewhatRow- - 
efl has dotiefiist IfBayfiddwcre 
recalled, they wanldalmost cer- • 
. tainly recall their own discarded 
lock, Neil ftantis. If not, jere- 
my Davidson wifl con tin ue.' 

' ■ Ireland also have a selection 
issue at centre, whae the- se- ■ 
lectors, are concerned about 
the fin virus that put Jonathan : 
Befl out .of the Northampton 
team who appeared in the guise 
of East Miafands against the 
Barbarians on Wednesday. 

An obvious alternative would 
have been a swift recall for Kurt 
McQuiftin. Bottibe New Zealan- 
der’s legacy of his Baa-Baas de- 
but is a broken ann, leaving Mari: 
McCaflpushingforafirstcapm 
two years while re-forming with 
Dawd Humphreys and Maurice 
Field of the Ulster midfield tri- 
angle who played so sweetly * 
against NewSouth Wiles. .. 

Domestically, Moseley’s in- 
teotion of signing the fbnner All 
Blac k o^u toi^ hai/ Ffano Boti- 

like co ming to fruition by the 
end erf the month. The; Second 
Division club, who. are putting i 
together a business consortium * 

to take them into professional- - 
ism.' are in' negotiation with 1 


for Botica’s release. 
















ijt. 

•■Stent ^ 


THC INDEPENDENT « 'TUESDAY 12 MARCH 1596 


1 ‘- * . . ‘ 1 ini. j 1 \ l 

^>5 

•• ^ 


Rafear^aniplays t JKremlincard 
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■ -TI: 1* Jarett, **<}/ 

■S^ ?THSK • • Native againsuerrorism. We are 

• also negotiating with them to 

Boris' Yeltsin and AH Akbar SES C SK 1 ! 0 |! 
n^Ra&^mayseem- 

and ware ready to co^S 2 

ftom the gHnt in theTranian with any ^up^SoSK 
Pre&dent s eye yesterday that interested in this subject.” ^ 


^i£? an ’ for exan,p,e ' 11141 and no interest. “7 see * oriented t^Mds certain jjjj iQ sa>wg. Tut-wt- nn i S hing 

Up ° n Armenia ference only as a pro hings: 0115 1115 ^ ending inevitability, we re- He wa p^.. l g ai jdam 

and Azerbaijan. plov - because the ne< Iran was not interested in the gnneung figure at President 

While it is still unclear how SSnseSS^p^ U^Israeli peace plan altbou^ HusseinJ for 

{XggS&fe S ^“S5in ja nipoch- leader^ 

forna- Iranian nit-squ _ j.. .anme irviot lo o'o 


^ the glmt.m the Iranian with any group serious v dX^ S partuunentaiy provide a frakework « ««*» " tco « SSX££ 

.• President s eye yesterday that interested in this subier?" y eiect ^ )ns - and while he has only tica! plan to fight terra ^ said we would not border ms 

BorismayhavepuDedanother ?? other 11 months™ tbepre^ * said. P ^ peace .. .V The weld’s mistake 

fast one onthe Americans. Just la ted Iranm^S^ llS? ~? e I ? nian Resident “We do not believ was »o show - no 
. , as be sprang a peace plan cm "HU dinton’s hascle ^ rl >' not !ost the old Raf- peace [process! whici Hons like Iran which criticised 

Rician President is strength- ■ but Ali Akbar and Boris ■» 01 r beneath the turban has the rights of Patestinia And the Rafsanj aru peace 

gr^S-ey^.he cheek an: IngdlL^iTS plan^ "Racial d^m-anoa 

Middle. East summit .- on-, prise or two in store for^ ?£? w- d ' rhe l _9 Teilses round placed Palestinians by an ethnic govemmLnttocwr 

' ■' - -*•' seems, 10 «*® Br ^ " - Mr Rafcan him said Watchfu J eyes have Jordan and Lebanon as a Jewish f 

- ? - -i- UntfetfStates orTsrafiT . . on,:- -i.. MId grown deeper. But his fine ferine aiwntab e. Bui u all croups - 


the rights of Paiestiniai And the Ralsanjam peace 

ing destroyed Millio pl“ ? “*?cial 
placed Palestinians by an ethnic gpvenum ,nt ^own 

Jordan and Lebanon as a Jewish gwernmeni B not 
fering. No man of ini acceptable. Bui « _ 

can possibly believe ^ws, Christians ar id l 

a peace can be vij ^ J 

pennanenL 


lumeo in — 

Iran was behind the Hamas 
suicide bombings. 

President Rafsanjam poon- 
poohed the suggestion that 
Iranian hit-squads roamed 
abroad after the regime s ene- 
mies: no mention here of the as- 
sassination squad from Tehran 
locked up for trying to kill 
Shahpour Bakhliar in Pans, 
onlv to be freed in return for 
French hostages in Beirut. 

Iran supported Hamas as a 
. j « nl wm:-nl hut It did 


Tehran 
linked to 
Turkish 
murders 


were we to take this seriously? c^™b* TWh~ J OD P ennanen L 

Tbe message had been buSt SSSriL y< f *"?*?• (? ref erenee to Mr 

from Moscow by the FbreSn fade embargo on In 

Minister, AH AlSrVelayatLm 2fi he announced last yea 


Hussein for Idlling his sons-in- UlUIU^XO 
law -“There was no mercy, ex- 
claimed the leader HUGH POPE 

world’s most radical Islamic " , 

state - and gently warned Jor- istanou 

dan agaiasl trying *0 Ijkt oj cr ^ close links with a pro- 

Iraq. He is a regular listener lo trmn that killed at least 
the 4 BBC Persian ^- ! JS?™&nt TurUsh seeu- 

hearyou every ni^tand ^ ^ writers six years ago, ls- 

to meet you, h*. ^bul poUce said yesterday. On 

stunned BBC rc P re ^ n ^ n ' Thursday they arrested a senior 
Bui he ne\'er teithe.cdge m h me mber. Irfan Cagrici. at 

voice towards ^hingU-n f? safe bouse" in the city. 

-Amenca may think that wire ^ lo nrpe rieis af- 

the end of Soviet Union, ^ ^ intenogauon 

they can be a father - or ' ^°^ police said revealed his 


ng in New 1 
kippa. Mr] 
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is on to 


««uvu 

wears the hai of the J< is 
bead, it is quite obvio « 


Jews, Christians and Muslims- , lr ^ n SU ^”" , n V bulii did “America may UunKina^u- 

wmm. mm 

mmwmmrn 

would return an Arab Muslim true. we ^ 1 
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i»epastn>pne 

-CcKrWburh on the chances of 
a l tomorrow’s Mid-East summit 

‘ “In the moment been raised by Oslo. They 

. v.- ; i '^ t/ ^ nmns to between cri- .• would not accept reoampation 
w^nd catastrophe we may as peacefully. 

' - vS; d,a ™- Mr Peres can see this welL 

i- ^ne 3 ^a Frm* diplomatsaid Last wee^iie said Israel was 

' ^^“^ferencem the l930s, do- only “a quarter of an hour 
Mtmgexpeclatiops that a meet- , away from adn'eving peace” 

leaders -But too many IsraeHstii^ the 

- , t0 avert cloii is stuck and going back- 

... I.’^-SSSUW. • - ^ifpeaamea^mbrS: 

- i' 22 ^d leaders, " less, deadbodies. ^ 

^15^ d !? tBiU :?5 ton ’ • • hie Sharm el Sheikh con- 
p?ilherat the Movenpick Hotel ference, chaired by Mr Clinton 
.m&e^ptian resort of Sharm and President Mubarak of ^ 

E ®T >t ' wd attended by the . 

I . ’ ' ■ iptey inbe lessfrank about then- mam European leaders : 
t ' -S 1 ^ a r? ty dje cri-. inciuding President Boris i 

between Israef Yeltsin. President Jacques -- 
v' r >^ ^ raJestmians turning. Chirac, ChanceDor Helmut - 
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s, expresses opposition to Mr Arafat and the tactics of the Israelis 


■ 1 


expresses opposrtion to Mr and 

Israel would &nw • ^tical life- Not surpns- be a rew which to cultivate olbr Arab lion about Islamic militants be- by the Muslim Brotherhood in 

..ShinKmPw^thePr^jJ^ SJ^Ss given the confer- iJk^WfSTitT She the leucters.manys^^tmcehe tween stales and tougher Gaza, which was heavtiv sup- 
i feier.tosend tonfe S’ mi ecstatic welcome. A ““^^Xa^ofSate will backed Iraq m the Gi^ar. But border controls. Noneis likely ported by the Hashemite 

; ' and the West Bank Labour minister said cynkaBy and we will be the conference also gangers to be productive: Middle East monarchy in Jordan and the 

i : - ' 'aS 9 ?^ photograph of uie “StSh&eS^ ' . Saudi royal family. In its fust 


larist writers six years ago. *= 
tanbul police said yesterday. On 
Thursday they arrested a senior 
cans, member. Irfan Cagrici. at 
a “safe house" in the city. 

He was shown to reporteis al- 
ter four davs of interTOgauon 
that police' said revealed his 
leading role in the killing of the 

anti-fundamentalist columnists 

Cetin Emec and Turan Du ram - 
The police said that Mr t.a- 
jmci's small group, which called 
itself the Islamic Action Or- 
ganisation, had also repeated- 
ly helped Iran to act against 
the People's Mujahedin, the 

Iranian opposition group. 

In 1992, the police state- 
ment said. Mr CagricTs group 
kidnapped a Mujahedin ac- 
tivist, Ali Akbar Gotham, and 
handed him over to Iranians 
who interrogated him and then 
billed him. The group alleged- 
ly also put bombs in two 
Mujahe din-owned vehicles and 
handed a reconnaissance report 

K lo the Iranians about the activ- 
ities of the pro-Shah activist 
Abbas Goltzade, who was 
kidnapped in late 1992- 
ii Mr Cagrici was said to nave 
first gone to Iran in 1982, where 
a “after a short period of training 

i he came back to Turkey and 
founded the group called 
‘Hizbollah’ in Turkey . 

Police broke up the Hiz- 
bollah group in 1984 - it was 
not the last to bear that name 
inTurkev - and Mr Cagrici Lat- 
er formed the Islamic Action 
Organisation. Travelling to and 
from Iran with group members 
for what police said was polit- 
ical and military training , the 
gang apparently financed them- 
Slves by raids on jewellery 
shops and other thefts. 

The police's first break 
against the Islamic Action Or- 
ganisation came in 1993, when 
fhev caught a member trying to 
steal a car. He had a beeper with 
a message that led them to one 
of the groups operations nous- 
e^McSi group membeis appear 
to come from the Kurdish 

s»Hte s M?£ lh . e u ffl ,r S e dia 

have concluded that Iran or- 
dered the killings and that Iran 
may also have had a hand in 
rent killing three prominent secu- 
jall- larists in Ankara — Muammer 
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fijto back. There are 30.M& and his Sheikh has pear a US or Israeli pipet. 

alined troops-: called police , hor ^«M ous! Mr timans may not havelheir Israel wants Ihe coi recce 

Sw# >5- id* - iSTSd xSoor. ilfpect ~unnyl»t Ite ™rid «ffl do a ^ ab(jut ect ^ 

tonomous areas who would re- ” 5 ,^ might give him lot “ f '^Vhe mieiirg against itself. Mr Peresys he 

3SS£S'S&*-'& ^itiomkethre^ 

cupied territories have aiso [ffnMMRRn 


essssagg s^-ssms 

la a T.i Chirm el oush him further than .wants police and do not share infor- year. Hamas was even smileii on CtaaA lh^ na.vtnl etlnAl.. TV.„. TL. • • . . 


sin, w M v ence an ecstatic wcivuu*>- - - — heads of slate^ wtu lh»_^ , ---- ** . .... . F llcu oy me nasnemite 

and the West Bank Labour minister said cynkaBy we wiU be the conference also hungers to be productive: Middle East monarchy in Jordan and the 

he opraic® would iemre hnawitp ■ photograph of the come and go f for the Palestiman teadt It mafy governments rely on their secret Saudi royal family. In its fust 

little choice- anti-terror conference equals a ^ Sharm el pnsh Mm further tl^vran^ pohee and do not share infor- year. Hamas was even smiled on 

Pal^imans^uld^ce^ng “Sd election ads”. c h SSi^ ad^tkges. Pales- togo.Hetaowhe m^ot ^ mationreadtiy except with close by the Israeti authorities, who 

fight back. There are M.WJ g^anunNelanyahu and his Sheikh ^ pear a US or Israeli MPpeL alhg and often not then. thought it would siphon off 

„ . — . „ a tmnm — called police — /., — ui_u» wmieMr t mians may nov , — ic«p| wants the cot re nee The conference might dam- support from the PLO 

age Hamas by cutting its links Another problem is that the 

with conservative conn tries like US wants the confe rence to be 
Saudi Arabia and Jordan. De- directed against Iran. This re- 


U1UI " ouisiue suppon said u had no information on 
would have been necessaiy to the case, 
stage the recent attacks. Three The Iranian embassy denied 
of the latest bombings were car- that its diplomats directed the 
neu out by recently recruited group. A spokesman wondered 
students using old Italian mines aloud if Turkish police decla- 
from Sinai. No skill, experience rations were not timed to 
or equipment was necessary coincide with tomorrow's anti- 
other than a willingness to die. terrorism summil in Egypt. 


Super Tuesday’ set 


Iff 
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ere praying for the Dole- 


Free r or life. 

Guaanteed. 


JOHN CARUN • ■ ' ^w e P n dremn team to come 

Washington ■ true.- “Colin Powell would m- 

Imagine an ^ a ?^hgS ilrouSM^pnSc the ticket^ 

electiomIma^eaBnteh£D he i p ftto become a win- 

■ day s “Super Tuesti^ leg o deiiCT to be economical with the 

S£ Republican presidential : ta „ interview 

■ - — n-irilPSl. ■ U . . . » . Dtpcg tn*lt 


generate morestep^-— a-used in the past or • aien- 
• day’s ^upfer Tuesday leg o j^^^.^ecoooniical with the 
S£ Republican presidential : ta „ interview 

: primary comrat- . ■ vrith the Associated Press that 

S JSSSfflJiE 

■ sissippi, Tennessee, Louisiana 
and Oregon will be gomg to the 
•• w hmM todav not so much 


■ SByroA-s 

={£Stf^sag 

; -Sa2SB&3- 

-• The question IS more critical 

than it usuaflv is at this stage m 

- the presidentia] race because, on 

•S Sm; the dour, wiy sen^or 
fiom Kansas is not considered to 

vsn riinton. Put Ccilin Bpwefl,^ me 


weDdreSn u. to come ^„tewiUmg. 

C. “Colin PoweU wouldm- does ^ p.^ato are 

prate the Republican Party *L p^evering it is because, 
mid invigorate the ucket, ppwell has de- 

mldhelp it to become a win- nra» himself to be a Repub- 
ig ticker." Mr D’ Amato sard ^ bc«usc 

sterday. . . havinR p roved so publicly m- 

Mr D’ Amato, who has been ^ privately mdea- 

cused in the past oLate afioqt his poBUffll 

be economical with the .avei y ^ might yet be 

nth, insisted in an mterview ,, , U p 0n this year to 

STtire Assom.edPrgs^ of’.he old ' 

.h a rf nntlfllkedtoMr Pgie ^Sier Dole. . . 

Xf General Powell cannot be 

'mMmmmm persuaded, 

often mentioned for the Re 

r^^tesnee dedto pubficanvice-^^alam- 

•. . jereev. She would lend some 
Tally so fen ’ SSfc balance to the Re- 

393 t * . .. ^ lifi-At m ihe seiise 


Buying a Fax?. 
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Tally so fen ’ 

Dole „ f 

Forbes S 

Buchanan^ 

Delegates at state 

today: . 

Texas l? 3 

Florida 98 

Oklahoma » 

Tennessee 38 

Mississippi 33 

Oregon ® 

Louisiana 9 

Total: 362 


?Kan ticket 

sa^nrsississ 

(rather than a Mid-Westerner), 

and that she is a woman. 

On policy, however, she 
shares Mr Dole’s ^scalcot^r- 

I 

- oidahoma 38 “! n tllist Christian factions, 

Tennessee f SSSteSKuta ^General 

however, Mississippi • 33 5 ^u, she is pro-choice on 

American football Oregon 23 : abortion. Which mwns tiiat 

and ’ ^ ca V -now we Louisiana 9 Mr Dole settles on her tie 
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Need we say more? 

Unlike the vast majority of our competitors who from Business Equipment Digest magai 
sell anything from copiers to labelling machines. But what would you expect from a company 


" What to Buy for Business Magazine 1994/95 
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No annual fee. Ev^fe,- y OUf - existing 
balance at just 1% P e (l2.6% APR variable) 
• Example: with a L-ance on a Barclays 
or NatWest Bank cr y OU CO uld save up 
to £290 over two yv e wifi match your 
existing credit limit Card limit £3000 
minimum ■ No need t^ us . qjj now 


we at Muratec specialise in fax. and fax alone 
Its one of the reasons that so many of our 
machines have been awarded the 'Best Buy'! 
'Good Value' and 'Worth a Look' accolades from 
What to Buy for Business magazine and why our 
latest compact plain paper fax - the F60. 
collected the 1995 Business Excellence Award 


from Business Equipment Digest magazine 
But what would you expecr from a company that 
has been making top quality fax machines for 
nearly 25 yuars and offers a twelve month 'on site’ 
warranty with every model. 

Before you commit to buying your next fax. 
take a look at our Fax Facts Buyers Guide 
Just call 0345 626782 and we'll send you a copy 
absolutely free. 


uuohims excellence Mwaro aosoiuteiy free. 

0800 0 365 For a FREE Fax Buyers Guide, call 0345 626782 
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Missile exercises: Washington accuses Peking of reckless>iit maintains policy of constru ctive engagement 

China warns US afHQflflH 
Taiwan test site 


TERESA POOLE 

Taipei 

JOHN CARUN 

Washington 

A hazardous game of brink- 
manship gathered pace in the 
Taiwan Strait yesterday as Chi- 
nese troops readied themselves 
for new exercises, the United 
States moved an aircraft carri- 
er into the region, and the Tai- 
• wan president, Lee Teng-hui. 
said the island's people “musl 
unite and struggle on"*. 

in Peking, the Chinese for- 
eign minister. Qian Qichen. 
said it was "‘ridiculous" for any- 
one to call for the Lhiited Slates 
to intervene in defence of Tai- 
wan. "I think these people must 
have foigotten the fact that 
Taiwan is a part of Chinese ler- 
ntoiy." he said. “It is not a pro- 
tectorate of the Linited States." 

Nine days of naval and air- 
craft exercises using live am- 
munition are due to start today, 
the latest move by Peking to in- 
timidate Taiwan ahead of pres- 
idential elections on 23 
March. Taiwan government of- . 
ficials said preparatory troop 

raovementshad been detected. . 

and that the exercises at the 1 
south-end of the strait would in- 
clude missile firings, anti- 
submarine measures, aniilerv 
and bombing runs. 

China has marked out a large 
rectangular zone for the exer- 
cises, which reaches to about 40 
miles from the Taipei-held is- 
land of Quemoy and also touch- 
es the mid-point of the Taiwan 
Strait. J. 

' US Secretary of Stale. • 
Wirren Christopher, calling . 
China's actions "reckless", said 
a battle group led by the aircraft 
earner Independence would be 
moved "somewhat closer'' to 
Taiwan “in a position to be help- 
nil if they need to be". A 
guided-missiJe frigate and a - 


destroyer have been added to 
the group, which will be in in- 
ternational waters between 


Taiwan there- will be grave 
consequences." 

US officials have said that 
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elude more than 110 carrier- disagreement "* 1 ^ ° f -«F e J° Id M e,ection r ^t 
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cruise missiles. SWr £ ? nned 10 P er_ ™inist China." 

Mr Christopher said the newfavnurahteSri?*^^ 3 - re ‘ In ,be Tai P ei New Park 
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grave consequences". China’s tl "? of T tbe 1947 massacre ol 

actions he said, “smack of in- Mr Qian ratmb??. - n - atJV ?. Taiwanese by Lhe Na- 

tumdation and coercion. So blamed UOnallst ***■ ,hose at 
that is a situation of great cision last^?J.V^n? d ^““ent yesterday lunchiinie 
concern to us." * ™ d,d not seem Pearly con- 

Anthony Lake, President Bill cause of the nresSu cerned ^ recent events. “I do 

Clinton's national security ad- tension. Ekn heaho Shrh^ 1 ? not worry, I do not think Peking 
viser, said in a television iter- the Taiwan tta Vf wlH aU, ck, said a 21 -year-old 

view that if the Chinese military “amend Lin Sb hi-hwe.But she 
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seat for Taiwan as a key col 
“Taiwan is part of Chin?! 
ritoiy, so how can it be elJ 
for the UN?" he said. | 
President Lee, who is ala 
certain to win the elections] 
so far shown no sign of iool 
for compromises. Yesten 
he said Taiwan would ti 
“very carefully" but that ’ 
wanese ‘'must unite and stn 
gle on even if Communist Gb. 
test-fires 100 missQes and 1,C 
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pledged allegiance to 
tralian people and^eQueejl 

in the ceremony 
representative is [ 
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Deanes. Mr. Howard 

.moves by his Labor pred^- 
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He told an election ral]' ^'“ 
“We do nor wont to have con 'V L 
frontaiion or war with Com 
munist China." 

In the Taipei New Park, ■- •' 
which co ramemo rales the vic-T •: 
turn of the 1947 massacre of£ji 
native Taiwanese by Lhe Na- W& 
u'onalist Party, those at the 
memument yesterday lunchtime H 

did not seem particularly con- K 
ceraed by recent events. “I do K 
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him as saying he had evrdencj 
pointing to a “return to Sfc£- 
' mst methods^. . \ _ Rotter 

Help on the way 

Rome — The United NatioHS 
World Food Progranmesarf 
it had sent a second s hipme nt 
of rice for flood victi ms ip 
North Korea after 1 
natural disaster, wh»chsmiek , 
last yean A caigp ship with 
tonsofrice bought in Thafland 
plus 903 tons on behalf . of the- 
.aid .organisation.. Caritas left 
Banckokforthe North Kmxan 
port of Nampo. : Hauler 

Peaceful gesture 

Dushanbe — President Emor 
maii Rakhmonov said - he 
favoured a UN plan to endthe 
codffict between his hanffine 
govenuhent and the Islamic 

■ norlisimpnt- 
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a uduuiiai security ad- 
viser, said in a television inter- 
view that if the Chinese militar y 
exercises led to “accidents" 
Peking would be “held ac- 
countable”. And he added: “We 
have also said that if they attack 
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^eater fears. Tim Ting, the 
chief consultant for Gallup 
(Taiwan) and Professor of So- 
ciology at the National Thiwan 
University, said: “A lot of peo- 
ple here believe things will go 
back to normal afteT the 23 
March polls. I think that is 
ridiculous." 

Dr Ting said he feared it was 
too late to find a compro mise 
that would maintain the status 
quo ante. “I think President Lee 
is happy to see the confionta- 
fton with China, and the US get- 
ting involved... He will 
continue his policy, there is 
not retreat," he added. 
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not safe, then stronger. He has 
also placed a decisive distance 
between himself and the slush 
ninds which, according to his 
opponents, had directly bene- 
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W e have teamed up with HarperColiins 
to offer readers the chance to buy 
up to 20 ‘talking books’ on a two for 
the price of one basis. You can order as many 
audio books as you wish, in multiples of two. 
The cost per pair of titles is £7.99, postage 
and packaging are free. The 20 titles, listed 
on this page, range from the period drama 
ofThe House of Eliott to the black social satire 
of Tom Sharpe’s The Throwback. The books 
are read by the authors or actors including 
Patricia Hodge. Geraldine McEwan, Derek Ja- 
cobi and Brad PitL 

Simon Callow takes us into the not so gen- 
teel suburban world of Tom Sharpe in The 
Throwback. The tenants of Sandicott Cres- 
cent find life takes a decidedly unpleasant 
turn when scheming Dckhart Hawse takes 
an interest in their little foibles and mayhem 
quickly becomes a commonplace of life. 

If all you know about Ted Hughes is that 
he is Poet Laureate, here is a chance to ex- 
plore his major works with haunting readings 
bv the poet himself. Ted Hughes Reading his 
poetry is a generous selection that includes 






two seminal pieces. Wodwo and Crow. 

Patricia Hodgs reads a tale of subtle sibling 
rivaky in Joanna Trollope’s A Spanish Lorer. Liae 
has it all, a husband, lour children and a job 
running an art gallery. Twin sister Frances has 
only her career- and an exotic ta®r. Which sparks 
more than just sisterly concern from Usae... 

HOW TO QUALIFY 

To obtain your two audio books for the pnee 
of one you must collect four differently num- 
bered tokens from the seven we are publishing 
in the The Independent and the Independent 
on Sunday, Today we are printing Token 3: 
Token 4- will be printed in tomorrow's Inde- 
pendent An order form will be printed on Sat- 
urday 16 March. It must be completed and 
sent with your tokens. 
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delivery days for 

29 April ^ off&r <*>ses 

Photocopies of tokens are nnt^S ! S^ ailabil, ^ : 
have any queries, please call you • 
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Hami sh McRae: A growl as bond markets show teeth 
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Lbndon holds firm^danic spreadsto Asia 

and mS8^»Sw« ' 1 


***** ***: 



London held the line in the face 
of overnight, panic selling on 
Asian bourses yesterday, with 
the FT-SE 100 index of leading 
shares falling just 35 j} points to 
dose at 36743.- That compared 
with a lunchtime low of 8L2. 
points down and weekend fears 
that markets were preparing for 
a re-run of 1987’s me h down. 

By the time Wall! Street 
opened yesterday afternoon 
sentiment had swung com- 
pletely, with: the Dow swiftly 
clawing, back 31 of the . 171 
points u lost last Friday in a sett: 


door on further interest rate cuts 
in America. But by yesterday 
New York analysts bad come to 
the conclusion that a stronger 
economy would actually be 
good for corporate profits. 

William LeFevre, an analyst 
at Ehrenkrantz King Nuss- 
banm, said: “The average point 
drop Friday was two for each 
Dow stock. That’s not the end 
of the world. We're not worded 
about a recession or inflation 
and we’re not looking at an eco- 
nomic disaster." 

Market watchers were play- 


in market sentiment was the 
calm reaction to data showing 
strong US house sales, although 
they indicated the same trend 




seen in Friday’s jobs figures. 
Bob Semple, markets analyst 
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seD-af£ comparing the 3 per cent 
decline with the record 22.6 per 
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the US market's long party was 
finally over. 

Last week’s sell-off was in re- 
sponse to an unexpected jump 
in US non-farm payroll num- 
bers, which appeared to shut the 


Dealers i Europe had braced 
themselves for another, sell-off 
yesterday but there was no feel- 
ing that a repeat of the 1987 
global crash was on the cards. 
A signal of an apparent rfiangw 
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at NatWest Securities, poured 
cold water on the worst score 
stories: “There was an over- 
reaction on Friday and there has 
now been time to reflect. There 
is no real crash on the c ards . If 
people had been in a realhr bear- 
ish mood, they would have 
alighted on the strong US hous- 
ing data as another reason to 
sell. Tm reasonably sanguine 
about the outlook.'’ 

But in the Far East, the com- 
bination of Will Street's foil and 
the heightening tension be- 
tween China and Taiwan 
wreaked havoc on Asian stock- 
markets. Hardest hit was Hong 
Kong, which suffered its worst 
foil smee 1987 after the Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
said Taiwan’s first direct presi- 
dential elections on 23 March 
were part of a plot to win inde- 
pendence for die island. 

Peking takes over control of 
Hong Kong from Britain in 
July_ 1997, and the renewed 
tension over Taiwan has done 
nothing to calm local investors’ 
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feats about the handover. 

The Hang Seng index of Hong 
Kong's btoe chips plunged 7 3 per 
cent as sellers focused on fresh 
Chinese military exercises off 
Taiwan. It closed 82034 points 
lower at 10,397.45, the second 
largest one-day points loss and 
the Hong Kong market's fifth 
biggest percentage collapse. 

Tbkyo, which had opened 
relatively firmly, took its cue 
from Hong Kong, falling to 
the year’s closing low of 
19,796.29, a drop of almost 2 per 
cent as. buyers remained side- 
lined by worries over the bud- 
get impasse as well as Wail 
Street. Shares in Singapore and 
Sydney also lost more than 3 per 
cent on the day. 

Friday's Will Street retreat 
was sparked by surprisingly 
strong February jobs reports, in- 
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ment in the average temp- 
erature for the mon*. 


oeni idu ui — _ . . . . * _ 

0 6 per cent tower in the thre A further sign of weakness m 

months to January than thept- industry was a smailer-than- 
vious three months, and p expected rise last month in 
onlv 05 per cent in the year both manufacturers' materials 
Manufacturing was we* costs and prices charged at the 

across the board during the It factory gate. 

est three-month period. It Input prices fell for the sec- 
ond area of strength was outp ond month, down 0.3 per cent 
of durable goods - consiste on a seasonally adjusted basis. 

liflTVn cV>my " I tlPII rACA 1 nikp AAnl *n frit a 


presently barred from receiving 
free shares when their societies 
de-mutualise and convert to 
banks, may soon win the right to 
join in any future flotau'on bo- 
nanza under government pn> 


uiwiy tone published in "a draft 
bill next Monday. They come at 
a time of massive change in the 
building society movement. 
Three of the top four societies, 
including Halifax. Woolwich 
and Alliance & Leicester, are 
seeking bank status. 

Members of building societies 


posals to be published next week. - are entitled to a vote on this is- 
BuiJding societies would also sue, but those with current ac- 


have to inform depositors of se- 
rious proposals they receive. 


■V'Thf.-'t *• .■ .r. r- • 
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— pgSS PSHfi <r Lord Young 


counts, such as the 15 million 
Maxim depositors at Halifax 
and more than one million Al- 
liance & Leicester account 
holders, are not. 

Despite the new proposals 
budding societies could still ex- 


— jmv lunou accuun 

holders from having votim 
rights and benefiting from fu 
rare demutualisations. Trea 
sury sources indicated the; 
believed this was unlikely. 

Another change is that of let 
ting building societies includi 
rented accommodation for Uu 
first time in the 75 per cent o 
their loans that must be secure* 
on property, permitting them u 
become large-scale landlords. 

The draft Bill would also ex- 
tend the role of the Building So 
cieties Ombudsman to cove- 
most or all financial services ac 
thities normally overseen fr 
other watchdogs. 


with 


Big banks refuse to 
sink Eurotunnel 


JOHN EISENHAMMER 

| Financial Editor 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

The threat of^omuue^ 


down, and there are nocurrenhare price during his time as 
nMmiialions. h airman of the company.’’ 

Brian Smith, who took ove C&W said it would not make 
as chairman of C&W, said ofhiny payments to enhance Lord 
_.w<»Mnr’s DaY-off: “Thuoung's existing contractual 


. nth _ . ac rh-jiirnan of C&w, saia oi uiuy payments to ennance Lt 

against the arrajgraieotr Lord Yoong is to pocket £2.4m decessor - s pay-off: “Thiioung's existing contract 

ervrise the sU “ dst ^,^?J,nths. under the terms of a pay-off P ^ “® nt ^ to everyouensiou rights. His saiaiy 
Hnue for another 1*. tuo __ agreement announced yesterday ^emen ^ Lorc^.^ ^ £475.000. The cc 


Lord Young did not have an 
employment contract, at his 
own request James Ross was on 
a one-year rolling contract. 

Rod Olsen has taken over as 
acting chief executive, but the 


tinue iui 

ine uuw ««■ — — - . Opponents must raise to pex 

smafier banks foremg cS support, by value of the 

pony into re^iver^ths _ espostire, if tbF/^ t0 

appears to have bee VO [ e down the standstill. 

bv the bigger creditors. - Butoneba nkmgsou^said 

'The 225 banks, There now s^rns to 

.. . Tunnel operator, yest®?- , flmiinc the ma- 




• hada chance to v oteon tanto 

•“ether to rejeetthe™^- , do not think there 

sion of interttt six wfllbe a vote. . ^ 

posed by Eurotunnel The 35 Japanese bwita, 

“^»hy »»e stn^r 

creditors to musl» ; n w JP5? ed among the most smdent op- 


he was removed 1 as , ch “ r ™“ 
last November dunng a dra ' 
ma tic boardroom Just-up. 

The bulk of the package 
comes from a profit on share 
ontions worth £2.2m. The 


eoncemed: the company, Lorc95-96 was £475.000. The com- company is still looking for a 
Youne our employees anrijy had previously agreed a permanent replacemen i. The 
shareholders. Lord Young wul2m pav-off package with Mr boardroom bust-up reflected 
pram from his share options mss, who had been on a strong differences over the 
toe with the doubling of the 0,000 salary. strategy of running C&W as a 


options worm 

ance will be trade ^f three 
nKm ths'^,«^ni9,wa 


it, ■ M 


SoTSe directors’ bon^ 

,nH neoston entitle- 


Igjpp 


scheme, and pension endue- 

” e iSd Ycung of Grafltatn 
uras dismissed, along with 


PWf y- 


creditors to BJJ - rgSaA among the mort dismissed, along™- 

against the . st . ands ~, r . T .„ the ponents of the standsuu. chief executive, James 

mdening divisions among ^ Yesterday, debt traders said «n«i after an outbreak of hos- 


tunnel v; 

'% SS«K= 5 Sft -5 



otunneLsuau-^'T-; 

months, C °:V, *H a y in inter- 


^^detotasthdrreportingsea- 


^dddhwastntagat?!^ 


saia aeoi ““rry ' jTtu^rr- 


was after this clear-out 
that BT made a second 

1 «keov“ i 


creditors. this 

The ij^jnse a vote 

Thursday to organis e a _ 


was utue eviucut-^ 

Japanese bar*s were selling m 


large quantities. 


^Snfi^byboAMmpa- 
the exploratory talks broke 



Lord Young: Dismissed after fifties 


global federation of disparate 
companies, the biggest of which 
is the controlling stake in 
Hongkong Telecom. 

Adding to the tension was the 
mixed performance of C&Ws 
Mercury subsidiary, which was 
set up to compete with BTin the 
UK, but with disappointing re- 
sults. 

Lord Young, 64, served in sev- 
eral ministerial posts during 
Margaret Thatcher's years as 
Prime Minister. First as Secre- 
tary of Slate for EmplpymenL 
ana then at the Department of , 
Hade and Industry until 1989, 
Lord Young joined C&W as 
chairman on 1 October 1990. 
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w its own 'ritory 

eaminirc 


Rugby surprised no one with a 12 per cash flow >h* ■ w 

markets a operates in haiv ..... ,_ s , ftares ' ^ ut WJtfa a sub-marker foil ruxiya We, th#>n-neaknf l4/?o last August and 


nesses - the to the shares hu «irh t a Uoor £9m to £7.6 m Interest ™™ s have &uen snaipty 

*tt^SP%Kas»a3rs 

ebrows with ^stOitSK view, they SOa nna nlo analvsts forecastinK profits of 


operates in have 

, “thanayearnow.ouiiraia 

manage to raise .some eyebrows with 

A f I > 1 " 1 1 -I _ __ 


a / . 1 ..? ■ r ult cy^orows until 

fi!- u u': Xccp,,onaJ c ^ ar gt of £26.9m 
wluch biew a hole in results for the 12 
months to December. 

After that writ e-off. the pre-tax 
number slipped 40 per cent io £45.8 m 
li/h.lmtand earnings per share fell a 
simdtir amount to 4 jp (S.lp).just about 
dividend^ 3^ 


are likely to remain flaL 

Sports brands 
lead at Pentland 


.... 

ss^aS-? 6 rei™* a 

maienal prices. Hmikw g VieW 


inuM me aamage was caused ■» ! V f bui,t a Portfolio of some wtls ^ &l1 business 

suhsid^rv S ^ d, ^ fil V s d,s,rit, ution eluding SpeedtT^nw* *** in_ P eiiti °n and higher DaSr^nri^ 0001 being knocked *»** ty 11 nc S’ 
.idiaty. acquired at the wrong stage outdoor rfiiH 1 ^wu®wear, Beighaus _r? P P*-t pnces. ^,.wjr4»v airmimdine extended 


«iuun ana Higher naner nrirw uewis — --o 

outdoor clothino ,«h ^ ’ *' w «»mu 5 Pentland is now cnnrW;™,. publicity surrounding extended 

That iT^eSro^,! 1 ^ *£» revenues baVC 2*** 

ness and it ha^reed ofihese business*^™ “SS* 0 ? 1 * again at Domestic & Gener- 


-r .u — ■ : *“ ««■ wrong stase 

■T the cycle and the cause of anguish 
ever since. The latest restructuring ap- 
pears to be a root-and-branch revamp 
and an admission at last that it was a 


too. 

taken 


bad deal. 

Else* here there is evidence that last 
ESi! ^tgnation for health reasons of 
S**V ^°ng 5 ianding chief executive 
.V- U -r Carr, is having a tonic effect on 
the groups strategic direction. The 
planned sale of the metal building 
producbarm vvhieh makes steel strac- 
lures and reinforcing wire, is a welcome 
concemratton on the core busineSS 
borne would sav it is also about time 
*“**«" well and tmlv ovrr- 
ven hj Blue Circle in the cement husi- 
ncs> and ils marguis are now half those 
*■ f 2Ls nvaf Replacing half its ca- 
pacity with new plant will help, but the 
effect won i be felt for two or three 

^5* of that ’ at ah °ut £l 0 dm 
was outlined yesterdav. ft wiU neces- 

li C rhl°H lher of abnost £U) ™- 

i, he ?°°r* and Endows business 

or fni hard Mc i where profits arc 
a markt, t still dogged bv over- 

wpauiy. 

The housing market is e.xpected to 

pick up m ihe second half of this year 
but the son f year 


a 1 , un P IQ e side down, 
renuand s other division is consumer 
products which includes 
nesses that make electrical applian^, 
peetmg cards and wrapping naner 
Last year all three had 


re profitable^ flteffirT-“ teU percertikM 

Of the sports brand? ,re 133 for ^ °° nths t0 31 

high hopes of Speedoi^iswa^ has ,ber 1995 10 £5 - 39in confinus 

ex P^f JS ? OQ of the late 


wpesure at the Olympic games. Xu- 
f'-'-wg carus and wrappine naner ' tness Corporation, the 

List year aU th ree had a torrid?^ S?*? bcensee ^ed in New Yoric £- 

In the full year to December. p4- Sofi^hi af° nllibutioD to ^t^d’s 
.« nrnfi.. ..._ « ■ Pro profi^ by 41 per cent last year to £ 6 m 

of /°Sls which 
Ia ? for £9Jm is not 
— — j—.pvuuuini.Hjin to bui fiipcc ma | £ ^ a profit until 1997 
year to December, profits 



snorf?/ 1 - ■ e ■ ootwear - clothing and 



R “gby: at a glance 


Five year record 
E2Q3&B3!&jH 

Pre-tax fMxrfits (£mj 
Dividends par share (pence] 


Martat yafae: E729^ m. sham-ari«» i” 
1991 


0.53 
•57 ; A 

■ _ a6 
.353 


Operating pnffts 

w by actfvtty. Em 


1992 

1993 

1994 

19te 

. °-&5 

0.76 

1 . 01 " 

1.14 ’ 

• 57. 6 

.618 

. 7 fi . r ; : 

: 45J 

6.6 

7J ' 

8.1 ‘ 

” 45 " ' 

,3is : 

•aa , 

"* f ; '■'v 

■ 3.60 ; 

ao '. 

Share price 

. hV;/: 

■. ■ *■ ’ 


" ’ " mviujUV. 

P a ibe basis of forecast profits of 

th 'fh 0 lhl 7 ear and £87m £*1 time 
the shares, down 2 p to 1 J3p. stand on 

d^prospecuve pnee, earnings ratio of 

whiij. 7 ? iS i head of ,ht s«ior. 
which stems demanding given the 

f3hh1nw?h7 PeCl r , f ? UltinS lw much 
laitn in what is a fairly attractive sales- 

i"S« , raU °' u f ix ’ J rt?lurn pn capi- 
tal and strong balance sheet. ^ 

Rugby is touted as a potential bid- 

11 has much better 


fST w 


because 



F^irPJ/ ir?nrr»oiT\o. 


w expansion 

md early 1990s has now siead- 
i more pedestrian rale, 
over, which had fallen by 
• 5 per cent in the first six 
1 of .1995, reacting to the criti- 
Pexiended warranties by the Of- 
fiah - Trading, recovered to show 
^ at growth in the latter half of 
I 3- . Net retained income, which 
Is - performance , indicator, in- 
ertby 9 J per cent The dividend 
was raised to 12*25p. . 
''suits suggest that demand for 
®st* warranty products is more ro- 
busi the OFT or the Consumers 
Ass<on would have us believe. De- 
spite scepdcism as to the value 
of piging product insurance once . 
the iifacturer's guarantee for a 
Wtth-iadrine or video recorder has 
/ expiriJ&G continues to have very 
high iwal rates among its 2.7 mil- 
lion cinere. HSBC James Capel es- 
timaieU-year profitsof £11.4m, with 
an EPf Hip, putting the stock at 
■ just un £5 times earnings, or a sim- 
ilar rat to the market as a whole. 

But fcstors need to look well be- 
yond thurrent results to form a view 
on D&iThe company is currently 
spendiidieavily in an attempt to 
replicaftn the Continent, especially 
in Germv, its phenomenal pioneer- 
ing suoce'ih the tJK. Early results are 
moderate encouraging, but this is a 
green -fid venture, and will take time. 
If five yea from now the company can 
tiemonstrte significant progress in 
Geiraanyjben the current £16 share 
. price lookcheap. But it is a big if and 
financial ervke concepts are often 
poor at crissing national boundaries. 
High enoujh. 


John WiU cock CITY !> tA 



Sropto^TAvSiTSnnors do it themsewes 

panel of judges and Ned . 
Sherrin provided a suitably 


Addis, the leading maker of 
plastic household products 
such as mops and buckets, - 
has been bought by its own . ■ 
management for £ 20 m. 'Hie 
Swansea-based company has 

been huflt up by the Addis 
famil y over 40 years. H is 
probably best known for the 
TV ads of a few years back 
starring Mel Smith and Griff 
Rhys Jones, in which some ' 
humble Addis products were 
mistaken for an art exhibit 
until they were removed. by 
the cleaning lady. Coinoden-. 
tally. Adds sponsors the UK 
Independent Retailer of the 
Year Award, which has just 
been won by Griffiths-DIY of 
Manchester. That's Richard 
Griffiths at the top of our pic- 
ture, bolding the prestigious 
Tiffany crystal trophy. In the 
middle row are two Addis 
sales people, Richard 
.Schmidt on the left and Mike 
Badd on the right. Bottom 
left is Chris Drew of Maslens 
DJY of Bishops Stortford, 
one of the runners-up, and 
Mark S harm an, Addis mar- 
keting manager, and on the 
right Adrian Humphries,, an- 
other runner-up from 
Humphries Homestyle, Bridr 
port. Nice mops. . 

. *T saw your grandmother-ai 
the weekend,. She sends, her 
regards,” Chancellor Ken: . . 

Clarke told BBC reporter “ 

Jonathan Charles yesterday. 

Mr Clarke was in Brussels to 
discuss that evergreen sub- 
ject, monetary union, with 
other EU finance ministers, 
but he had no intention of 
sharing his opinions with the 
surprised BBC man. It is not 
dear whether 83-year-old 
Nancy Lewis of Nottingham 

Prithee, sirrah, no sooner is the reconstruction of Shake- 
speare’s Globe Theatre on London's South Bank nearing com- 
pletion than the developers are seeking to erect a series of 
corporate hospitality suites on the site. Not actually inside the 
reconstructed playhouse, due to open in August, but in an 

adjacent half-timbered “olde” style building yet to be built. - 
They could liven up proceedings by requiring corporate dele- 
gates to wear 'doublet and hose and so on- And all the Shake- 
spearian tales of back-stabbing and betrayal should go down 
welL Hey nonny. 



is a Tory , supporter, or a an- . 
gle currency, supporter, or has 
any thoughts on a referen- . 
dam.- But Mr Clarke vyas de- 
termined not to let anything 
slip about EMU^ -which might 
be seized on by Tory Eu- 
rosceptics, currently baying 
for blood, or which m%hL in- . 
dicate a difference of empha- 
sis from John Major. 

lb the plush Marriott Hotel 
off London’s glitzy Grdsvenor 
Square on Sunday for an 
evening of unrestrained . ‘ 
luwiedom at the Lloyds Pri- 
vate Banking Playwright of 
. the Year Award The Black 
Horse bank coughed up a 
cool £25,000 for thewinner, 
playwright Sebastian Barry, 
after his playTTu* Stewml of 
Christendom got the thumbs 
up from the judges! Dame Di-. 
ana Rigg presented the prize. 
Meh/yn Bragg chaired : the •• 


witty record of the past year 

in theatrel smd There was a T 

charming musical entertain- 
meal honouring Noel Coward 
provided by Peter GreenweB 
and Patricia Hodge, with the . 
master's own godson, Sjien- 
dan Mprley, narrating. 

Tales of the City: Last Fridw 
afternoon, as Waif Street fCH 
out of bed and dealing 
screens turned red etc, a large 
group of stockbrokers. *yhose 
p.mplnyer shall remain anony- r 
mous were ensconced in their 
favourite City hostelry enjoy- . 
ing a well-earned arid of week 
beer-eup. These occas iotga re 
. usually perfectly safe freem an 
employment point of view, - 
since .establishment s like ; thjjL . . 
routinely have a Ceefax - ’ 
screert above the bar which- r 
would alert the drinkers to" - - 
any serious b usi ness. Sadly' Y f . 
the screen was switched off.:-’ v 
so when people came mtot&e Y . 
bar and said “Wall Sfreeft off • • 
abundred pcdnls”-thc^m&era ■ 
replied “Pull the otfier oae:” :: 
As a result yesterday mornhig : : 
■ihe skivers were tied tbtftefc-;. 7 "- ■ 
desks for the day_ Joumalfets. ■ 
i don't get up to thatJandof: “Z f * . 
: tiring, of course. : v 
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RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Fairey Group, the specialist 
electronics and engineering 
company, remained bullish 
about its prospects in 1996 de- 
spite warning yesterday that 
the genera] economic environ- 
ment was getting worse. 

The company, which report- 
ed pre-tax profits up 33 per cent, 
said it would be protected 
against any economic slow- 
down by its’expansion in .Asian 
and American markets. 

In January Fairey. chaired by 
BICC’s Sir Robin Biggam. paid 


£50m for Particle Measuring 
Systems, a US high-tech com- 
pany that makes instruments for 
the microchip industry to detect 
contamination. 

Pre-tax profits in the year to 
31 December rose from £25.Sm 
to £34.2ra, on sales up 35 per 
cent to £ 196.3m. bang in line 
with City expectations. Sir 
Robin said: "The combination 
of organic growth and devel- 
opment by acquisition has again 
enabled Fairey to move forward 
in a very positive way. These fig- 
ures reflect an improvement in 
all business sectors.” 


Earnings were up 20 per cent 
to 27.4p. More than 50 per cent 
of that growth came from the ac- 
quisition of Measuring Systems 
and of Loma, a private detection 
equipment company bought last 
year for £18-5m. Both Measur- 
ing Systems and Loma were 
performing in line with expec- 
tations. Sir Robin said. 

Adjusting for acquisitions and 
movements in advances, un- 
derlying cash generation was 
£S.4m. Fairey is paying a final 
dividend of 5*.45p (4.75p), mak- 
ing a total of 8 p (7p) for the year, 
an increase of 14 per cent. 
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Memory 
shares dip 
further 

Shares in Memory Corp. the 
ATM-listed microchip repairer, 
continued their slide yesterday, 
on investor fears of a sharp de- 
cline in profits, writes Mathew 
Hors man. 

From a high of 555p last 
September, the shares plunged 
to 135pat one point yesterday, 
recovering modestly "to close at 
142p, down 13p on the day. The 
drop follows a single-week rout 
of 215p last week, as the shares 
appeared to be "m free-fall. 

The drop has infuriated in- 
vestors who subscribed to a 
placement of 1.2 million shares 
at 42Up last autumn, just before 
a computer-chip price war was 
launched by US giant Intel. 
Prices For chirps have dropped by 
60 per cent since then. 

Memory Coip was relent- 
less promoted as a one of AIM's 
dear success stories: a high-tech 
stock with a dear market niche. 
Floated in 1994 at 45p. it joined 
.AIM in September last year. 

The Scottish-based company 
buys defective chips, repairs 
them and creates refurbished 
boards for computer manufac- 
turers. It had initially estimat- 
ed the value of the market by 
2000 to he £ 20 bn. but that is 
sure to drop. 

Memory also suffered pro- 
duction delays that affected re- 
sults in 1995. That year, the 
company posted a loss of £ 1.95m. 
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TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Laporte, Britain's second- 
largest chemicals company, yes- 
terday confirmed the City's 
worst expectations following 
last December's profits wanting. 
After an £88.7m exceptional 
charge to cover the cost of a 
wide-ranging strategic review, 
earnings per share collapsed 
more than 90 per cenL 
The new chief executive, Jim 
Lena, said: “It goes without say- 


sulL The market had expea- 
i an unproved out-turn. 

^ foreshadowed, pre-tax 
ofits emerged at £ 1 13.2m he- 
re the exceptional charge, 
P** cem from J9W's 
■ 5ra - fa fi occurred de- 

Jte an 11 per cent jump in 
jles to £l.08bn, underlying 
margins afflict- 


|tke seco nd half ^ h ^; 

fMr, Leng confirmed the 
, U .P s restructuring, which 

irt.'yk of ^ arrfvaj had 

”1 the departure of its fonner 


^wjobs. Full benefits of 

not ex- 
pected before next year. 

Like many of its peers, La- 
porte was fat in 1995 by violent 
awngs m the price of its 
materials. 

cor f firina tion of last 


. — -o a uui 

Penod for Laporte, which saw 
?°^ dented the un- 
e^ected trading statement Its 

J~f feIJ J89 P on the day of 
Uie annnim.^ . 


•l - . mt uay 

: — =" — ~ ^ jr — . j. f ‘“tuuis rorraer 1995 ? l j™ , ^ :ine nt to a low for 

mg that 1995 was a challenging kef executive and finance rfi ■ 0 l 3 P» ^though they 

^ fnr 1 anr,rte and d,sa P- ptor. “A detailed states*: re recovered to 683p, 

t£e^tob« n conclude JSSS. . 
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year for Laporte and disap- 

pointing, particularly in the I ^ 

second half." Pfirois our confident in?he rh™° re ^ceptfonal 

Mr Leng, whose arrival fromhire. A vigorous action plan P er share fell 

the Dundee-based packaging) rationalise and refocus the 5 41 - 5 P from 46.1p, 

group Low & Bonar ^ aiHjup and to reduce coasTn^ “ c,u * n * h . the decline 
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